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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at

8-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

NEW MEMBER.
Mr. J. Tadell (Pilbarra) who had not

been present at previous sittings, took
Find subscribed tbe oath of allegiance, as
required by law, and signed the members'
roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER POE LAwDs: j,

Regulations restricting the cutting of
timber in various State forests, and
amended boundaries of various forests.
z, Regulations under "The Stock Diseases
Act, 1895." 3, By-laws under "The
Cemeteries Act, 1897 and 1899." 4, By-
laws for the Bardoc and K~atanning
Recreation Grounds under " The Parks
and Reserves Act, 1895."

QUESTION-RAILWAY EMPLOYEES'
PAY, ELECTIONS.

Mn, NEEDHAM asked the Minister
for Railways: j, Whether he intends to
pay the two hours deducted from the
wages of the men employed in the Mid-
load Junction and Fremantle Workshops
on the 28th June, 1904. z, If so, whenP

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: Arrangements have been made
to pay the men affected by the closing of
the workshops for two hours on the day
of the last general election, by which the
men were enabled to exercise their votes.
z, Without delay.

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.
Message from the Governor road,

assenting to Supply Bill.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
rIFTH DAY Or' DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.
Tu -MINISTER FOR LANDS (Ron.

J. NU. Hopkins) continuing his remarks

said:- As the fatte of the Government is
apparently no longer in doubt, I feel that
I am perhaps free to speak strongly and
unreservedly on the points at issue. I
do not hesitate to say at the outset that
my term of office as a Minister of the
Crown haa been an arduous and atedious
one. In the course of my lifetime at
least it has been the most trying, the
most exacting, and -perhaps I may add
one of the most thankless taks I have
ever entered on. However, as I am on
the verge of surrendering it to one of my
friends on the opposite side of the Rouse,
I believe I need not anticipate those
trials9, those difficulties, and those hard-
ships for the hou. gentlemen -who anr
going to succeed us as Ministers of the
Crown, inasmuch as I understand their
reaponsibilities will be considerably les-
sened since in every instance they will be
acting under the dominating influence,
guidance, and confidence of the fradesand
Labour Councils of Perth and Fremantle.
F Dissent from several Labour hl embers.]
I am only quoting what I have read in
the Press, and I hope my friends will not
be cross, especially the member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr. Johnson), because I make
these small quotations. To use acricketing
phrase, when the stumps were drawn on
Thursday last I was given the privilege
by the House to continue my innings
to-day. I bad dealt with the sinking fund
of the Coolgardie Water Scheme for the
past financial year, and I desire again to
direct attention to this gigantic work
coincidently with some of the remarks
which fell from the member for Cool-
gardie (Dr. Ellis) in July of last year,
with regard to this great work. The hon.
member has an interesting personality.
I recall having read of one of Cervantes'
characters who was wont to tilt at wind-
mills, but the bon. member for Cool-
gardie flies at higher game.

DR. ELLIS: NO. I tilt at windmills.
TanE MINISTER FOR LANDS. The

hon. member tilts at the great Coolgardie
Water Scheme. At a public meeting
held in Coolgardic on the 13th July of last
year, the mayor of the town moved a
motion protesting against the Cool-
gardie people being called upon to pay
the sinking fund. Dr. Ellis is recorded
in the Cool gardie Minor of the 14th of
July as baring stated that he had always
opposed the scheme, which was a gigantic
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failure. I am sure we are all very much
obliged to the member for Leonora (Mr.
Lynch), who denies the soft impeachment.
This, after all, is only another indication
of the harmony which we see already
existing in the raks of hon. mem-
bers opposite, and which will no doubt
be accentuated by the time the portfolios
are allotted. Dr. Ellis, speaking on that
occasion, said: "The goldfields people
were called upon to pay £40 per annum
while £18 in the Trans vaal had produced
thefloer war. What auctioneer would dare
to sell the goods of anyone distrained upon
for water rates; or who would dare to
purchase the goods or furniture of anyone
who declined to pay? In England it
was considered .legal to use a passive
resistance, and we should try it
here. Let the meeting be decisive in
one resolution, and let one only be car-
ried." Hfe moved an amendmnent " That
the Coolgardie Water Scheme being a
national undertaking, this mieting
strongly protests against the water rate,
and pledges itself not to pay it at' all."
Tifera was a. few minutes' hesitancy, says
the Uoolgardis Minor, and then the chair-
man said, 11I will put the resolution." I
presume be was ashamed of the amend-
ment; but Dr. Ellis said. ' What about
the amendment? t' The chairman' put
the amendment, and those present, being
well exhorted, so the Ooolgardie Miner
says, by. Dr. Ellis to hold their bandis up,
tho amendment was carried, and, I will
say, much to the disgust of the serious
thinking portion of the goldfields com-
miunity. The irony of the situation is
well exemplified. When Dr. Ellis was
inducing the people of the Eastern Gold-
fields to repudiate the rating impositions,
the recordsa showed that the rating
impositions against Dr. Ellis's property
were paid.

Da. ELLIS:- That is not correct.
THE MINISTER FORL LANDS: Of

course, I can only quote froma what I
have read; and. if the hon. member says
it is not correct, I have not the slightest
doubt the House will accept his assur-
ance. It was an. attempt to lead a rising
that did not come off. It is one thing
to impose a charge against a scheme, and
it is another to collect it. The sinking
fund of that scheme has not been paid
by the people of the Eastern Goldfields.
It has been paid from the consolidated

revenue fund of this country. Four-
fifths of the amount are being drawn
from the pockets of people who obtain no
direct advantage from the scemue; and
surely if these people have no cowmplaint,
there is little room for the people Dr.
Ellis presumes to represent to cornplain.
I should like to ask the leader of the
Opposition, seeing that the member for
CO-olgardie will probably be one of those
who will shortly help) to form another
Government, if in the event of that
Government being formed it is his
intention to introduce legislation to
repeal and cancel this rating imposi-
tion. LIt is a remarkable thing that the
world knows so little of its greatest
men, and I am rather glad at having
the opportunity to educate public
opinion in regard to one of -them.
The member for Northamn (Mr. 'Watts),
in the course 'of his very interesting
remarks, coimpla~ined that the conditional
purchase inspectors of the Lands Depart-
mient were principally either drapers or
bricklayers.

Mn. WATTS: No; I said nothing of
the sort.

Tmz MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
am under the impression that the hon.
member did make a. statemient of that
kind. If he did not, he might as well
have made it, in view of the unfatir
charges which he levelled at those officers.
Now in order that the Houke ma y not be
mislead by irresponsible statements, from
young and inexperienced members, I
dettrmnined to submit to-day a list of con-
ditional .purchase inspectors and their
qualifica~tions:

J. F. Moore, licensed surveyor; 0. R. May,
licensed surveyor iW. W. Thompson, qualified
assistant surveyor ; S. H. Wittaker, journalist
and practical farmer; A. 13. Fry, civil engineer
and licensed surveyor; H. Brockmian, practical
farmer; 3. A. Hall, licensed surveyor; A.
tNapthali, formerly inspector for the Agricul-
tural Bank; E. H. Gliddon, engineer and sur-
veyor; G. M. May, licensed surveyor; J. J.
Barrow, civil engieer, transferred fromn Works
Departments J. E. Angove, many years sur-
veying, transferred front position of land
agent; J. N. Taylor, farmer, transferred from
Stock Depatrtment; A. G. Hewby, assistant
surveyor, practical farmer and fruit grower;
P. E. Dobbie, surveyor and draftsman; H., S.
Moore, farmer -with practical knowledge of
surveying.
All the inspectors have their work tested
and checked by periodical visits to their
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districts by the Chief Inspector for
Lands.

MR . WATTS: Does a, surveyor neces-
sarily know anything about the quality of
land~?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
harve just refreshed my memory by refer-
ring to page 124 of Haneard, fromh which
I see that the hon. member (Mr. Watts)
did state that the member for York
would not like to have his laud valued by
a draper, a grocer, or a tradesman of
some kind or other. Now what is the
Lands policy of our friends opposite
(Labour party) P What inducements do
they intend to offer so that the surplus
population of the country may settle on
the land? New Zealand has during the
last few years expended £2,675,000 in
purchasing large estates for closer settle-
ment. Victoria at this moment is intro-
ducing legislation with the same object in
niew.

LisBouR XMEER: Not the same legis-
lation, though.

Tns MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
shall know more about that when Par-
liamient has done with it. Only five
estates out of 27 were purchased under
the compulsory section which finds a. place
in the New Zealand Act. If Western
Australia spent 21 millions in finding
work on the land for its surplus popula-
tion, I believe that in due course this
country, like New Zealand, would look
back on a period of prosperity which
would greatly conduce to a prosperous
future. Many members who have pre-
ceded me in this debate have spoken
much of and strongly ctiticised the Re-
distribution of Seats Act; and though
that measure was so heartily opposed by
the member for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Tay-
lor), it nevertheless finds a place on the
statute book; and I may say that the
passage of that Bill accounts for the
majority now in occupation of the Opposi-
tion benches. If the measure is bad, I
presume its products will be bad like-
wise.

MR. DAGLISH:- Had there been a, st-ill
better measure, we (Opposition) should
be more largely represented.

THE: MINISTER FOR 'LANDS:
Will the hen. member repeal the
measure ?

MR. DAOLIsH: Improve it.

THn MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Will be readjust the constituenciest
No. Will he carry out the fundamental
idea of the Labour party, one adult
one vote? 1 can take my memory back
to the time 'when Sir Edmund Barton
was Attorney General of New South
Wales, and advocated an equality of
electors in each constituency; and the
rest of us can conveniently take back our
minds to a. recent period when the
Barton Federal Government, backed by
its allies the Labour party, had an
opportunity of carrying into effect those
theories in the Federal House; and
what wa-s done ? Nothing. As members
opposite interjected the other night, they
backed down on the constitutional pro-
posals which they had embodied in their
printed policy:- their policy is not to be
abolition of the Legislative Council, but
only one adult one vote; and I ask
them now if they intend to carry out
that principle to its logical conclusion?

Mn. DAGMsH:- YOU are wrong about
the printed policy.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
The Redistribution Act is more easily
comparedl to-day with past legislation
than when previously discussed by this
Assembly. There are 50 Assembly
electorates, and according to the last
rolls 161,171 electors, which gives a quota
of 3,223 electors for each constituency.
My own electorate approximates 3,600,
and I do not object to that adidition,
which comes reasonably within a 10 per
ceut. give-and-take basis. Under the old
Act were 15 pocket-borolugh constituencies
with less than 1,000 voters. Under the
existing Act are only two pocket
boroughs with less than 1,000 voters,
and neither of them' is like Subiaco,
about a square mile in area. One of
them, Roebourne with 691 electors,
contains 17 million acres; and the other,
Gascoyne with 563 electors, contains
47 million acres. Neither of them is
approached by tram or by railway. Both
are approached by boat; and I believe
that if one of the 'Labour party had to
represent such a constituency ad travel
through it, he would probably have more
regard for the agricultural and pastoral
industries. Under the old Act there were
only nine electorates with over 3,000
voters, and under the existing Act are 24
electorates with over 3,000 voters. Under
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the old Act were four electorates; with
over 4.000 voters and under the existing
Act are 13 electorates with over 4,000
voters. Under the old Act, I believe the
member for East Kimberley (Mr.
Con nor) was elected by about 60 odd
votes; under the new Act there are 1,300
on the roll. That is a healthy departure,
though I cannot say that the Act has in
that electorate given complete satisfac-
tion. The member for Mft. Margaret
(Mr. Taylor) commenced his speechlou
Thursday last before the tea adjournment.
By recounting ancient history, by con-
stant reiteration, and what would
perhaps. if outside Parliament, be called
blatant effrontery, he occupied the time
of this House till about 10 p.m. His
object may have been to fill the galleries,
make his charges, and then by reitera-
tion empty the galleries ; or it may have
been to monopolise the whole of the space
in next morning's papers. But whatever
his object wee, his tactics were at least
anticipated. The desires of one or two
members of this Assembly were in that
regard frustrated. It was whispered in
the lobbies elf this House, talkied of in the
streets, and asserted by the member for
Mt. Margaret himself, that be would
make an attack on the Minister for Mines.
Hearing that, the Minister for Mines
made it his business to approach the
leader and the wbip of the Opposition;
and I believe he appealed to them in
sonie such words as these: "If Mr.
Taylor intends to attack me, my ad-
ministration, or my department, will you
please put him up at an early period
in the debate, in order that I may
have a chance of answering him?"
The Minister for Mines was quite right
in endeavouring to avoid assassination;
but how did the member for Mt. Margaret
respond to the invitation which no doubt
was conveyed to him by the leader of his
partyF The bion. member calls himself a.
fighting politician, but how dlid he fight
against the Minister far MinesP He
waited until the Minister's lips were
sealed and then stabbed him in the back.
Continuing his base assertions the member
for -Vt. Margaret levelled charges of cor-
ruption at the Government on its appoint-
ments, and wound up every statement by,
sa~ying, -"I do not know that it is true: I
have only heard it said so."

MR. TAm~oR: That is not so.

Tax MINISTER FOR LANDS:- I sa.
it is so, and the records of the House shov
it. The voluptuous interjectionsa of tli
member have only to be heard to enabb4
men to feel sympathetically for the con,
stituency so miserably represented. Emer
son says that men are representative firsi
of things, then of ideas. I think the hom
member for Mt. Margaret is still in thi
primary stage. I honour a fair fighter,
but I have no regard or respect for th(
man who talks about honesty and man-
hood, and then will stab another in hii
back or shoot behind a. hedge at him, t
did the bon. member for Mt. Margaret
The hon. member is a stranger to those
traditions and nobler instincts which arm
the preserves of houest-thinkinig men. I
have been criticised because I have sent
some of the experts of the Agricultural
Department abroad. The hon. mnember
who leads the Opposition may say, " But
I did not say so." No; but a member of
his party did, and for that reason I am
going to answer, at the first opportunity
within the walls of this Parl iament, those
remarks. I believe that in sending the
experts abroad, good was done; and what
'has followed in the department can
well be illustrated by the fact that we
find at the present time Dr. Hugo
of the German department of agriculture
is spending three mnonths in Western Aus-
tralia. Mr. Comp~re has made three trips.
On the first he found certain parasites of
the grape scale, anti to-day practically
that scale is eradicated from this country.
On his second trip he went to India, and
there collected certain parasites of the
fruit fly; but what degree of success has
been achieved by that introduction I am
not sure. On his third trip Mr. Coinp~re
went to Brazil, and there found the home
of the fruit fly which has caused such
havoc in the orchards of this country.
In that country he found that this peat
was held in check by its natural enemies,
and he has introduced them to this
country. He is confident of the success
of this cheek. The cost to the country
has been £207 10s. 7d. The Eastern
States were invited to join in the expendi-
ture, but they refused to join in what
they termed, I think. "1a visionary enter-
prise." On alaterdate,the-Departmentof
Agriculture in California wrote over and
asked to pay half the cost involved. The
next trip will be to Europe, and seeing
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that we have beard so little from the
leader of the Opposition on these impor-
taut points of policy, I hope they will be
referred to or answered byv him in the
course of his reply to the no-confidence
motion. We dispatched the viticulturist,
at a cost of £,100, to investigate the
viticultura industry in other countries,
and especially in Algeria, where the
climate is so similar to that of this
country. He has returned, and brought
information with him that will be
valuable to the industry in this State,
and he has brought wit him additional
varieties of rapes which I believe will
lengthen considerably the grape season
in Western Australia. And farther, in
order that his trip might not be altogether
devoid of interest to the people on the
goldfields, we authorised the introduction
of a remarkably good strain of milking
goat which is to he found in one part of
Algeria. We have the Stock Depart-
ment under efficient control, and that
department has eradicated every out-
break of disease that has appeared
during the last 12 months. During the
year we have had 23 outbreaks of pleuro,
affecting in aill 1,282 head of cattle,
that is as contacts, and out of that
number 49 have been destroyed and the
balance have been inoculated, principally
by the expert officers of the department.
Seven cases of tuberculosis have been
discovered, aind the animals destroyed. Of
the 50,000 swine in the State two per
cent. were lost b 'y swine fever, and the
balance are in a good healthy condition
to-day, and as far as we can see, barring
an occasional outbreak which may be
anticipated at odd times, we may rest
assured that the swine fever has been
eradicated, though at the present time it
is raging in Victoria and South Australia.
The rabbit invasion Will require the.
attention Of my friends opposite.

MR. MORAN: They were coming too
and you fenced them in, and- they are
inside the fence now.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
were coming till they were intercepted
b 'Y the prompt action taken by the Gov-
erri ment. South Australia has spent
£436,000 in dealing with this pest;
Queensland has spent 141 millions sterling,
New South Wales 14 millions sterling,and
Western Australia has spent £77,000, and
the immediate requirements in the future

total about X225,000- That is one of
the problems that my friends opposite
have to solve. They have to collect that
£225,000, and they have to make up
their minds as to where they will collect
it from. Prompt action on this question
will be needed, there is no doubt about
it, but if prompt action be not taken we
may contemplate as big an expenditure
as there has been in the Eastern States.
There is one matter to which I do
particularly wish to refer, and one that
the Government contemplated bringing
some amending legislation forward to
deal with-to assist the pastoralists and
others who go into the Eucla and Eastern
divisions, by supplying them with wire and
wire nettingso as to enable themn to establish
themselves, and prove an effective barrier
in addition to the rabbit-proof fence.
The leader of the Opposition strongly
objected to the advertising proposals of
the Government. The G3overnment have
from the outset laid themselves out to
advertise as extensively as the limited vote
passed by Parliament would permit them
to do. The merchant advertises his
goods, and whether we are occupying the
Treasury bench or the bench opposite, I
venture to say we shall strongly resent
any reversal of that policy. The member
for Leonora favoured us with a remark-
able appreciation of Sir John Forrest.
Many of us recollect that member speak-
ing in a very different strain in regard to
that paist politician who has departed
from the sphere of this Assembly; and
as I have some difficulty in reconciling
the addresses, and I should like to know
if the member for Leonora was correct
when traducing Sir John Forrest, or
whether he was correct when lauding
him to the skies. Personally I think Sir
John Forrest has a noble and inspiring
record, but it is the r-esult of a life's work
and a life's devotion; and considering he
is old enough to be the father of any
member of the present Ministry, the hon.
member was unconscious that he was
flattering us when he made such a. com-
parison. For my part, when Sir John
Forrest was Premier of the country, I
extended to him, when he visited the
town of which I was mayor, every kind-
ness and consideration, and he himself
will not deny that. But I did take
exception, towards the end of his career,
to some of his methods. For example I
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resented his building the loop line from
Kalgoorlie to Brown Hill at a cost of
X28,000 sterling for the purpose of placat-
ing the people of that centre. What is
the result? Its earnings are not sufficient
to keep the Stray goats off the road, and
the sanitary conveniences are being closed
because the earnings are not sufficient to
pay the cost of cleaning them. To
that must be added £180,000 authorised
in connection with the Boulder railway.
and with the authorisation of the£2154,000
Sir John Forrest gave gratuitously to an
English syndicate the right to run a tram-
way in opposition to the railway, the result
being that the earnings were reduced from
£216,000 to £8,000. These matters were
forecasted and their dire results brought
under the notice of the then Premier
of the country ; but Kalgoorlie badl
to be placated, and the State was
robbed accordingly. The muember for
Collie, whose troubles are just commenc-
ing. was incorrect in stating that the
Collie terminus of the railway from
Narrogin had been fixed. On the con-
trary, as the records show, that railway
from its inception was an agricultural
railway. It was started from Narrogin
because the greatest development in
agriculture would follow. The records
show that from the beginning I fought
consistently for the railway as a pioneer
or agricultural line. The Act provides for
a 12-mile deviation, and when the present
surveys, which are now in operation, are
completed the points of deviation and the
Collie terminus are matters that must be
definitely determined by the Government
in power. The bon. gentleman objects
to the present system of land Boards.

MR. HENSHAW: Have I Stated so P
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I

understood you to say so. For your
information Queenslan~d allocates its
land by tender and ballot, Tasmania by
tender. South Australia, Victoria, New
South Wales, and New Zealand follow
the principle which is followed here.

MR. HENSHAW: I made no reference
to that in this Chamber.

TnE MIMISTER FOR LANDS:
Have you not elsewhere?

MR. HENsHAw: I think so.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

hon. member has two views: one for the
inside and the other for the outside of this
Chamber. The member who represents

the constituency of Beverley (Mffr.
Harper) is going to oppose the Govern-
ment because the Premier interjected
during the last session of Parliament.
He is also going to oppose the Govern-
went because its leader is a brilliant
man, because the Government have ideals.
and he is afraid that they can live up to
them. The member for Beverley is pre-
pared to risk administration if he can, in
his own words I think, curtail the
legislation of the ultra radicals " who are
sitting on the other side of the House.
One begins to wonder, then, which of the
two is the more important factor in the
development of the country-is it admin-
istration or is it legislationP Pope gays:

Por forms of government lotfools contest:
Whatever's best administered is best.

I desire to ask the hon. member, what
will develop our agricultural industry.
what will develop our pastoral area, what
will develop our mining industry, what
will give us economy in our adminis-
tration, what will give us business require-
ments and the common essentials of this
StateP And to every one of these, I
answer nnreservedly: good administration.
Is this process of change, strife, or
turmoil to continue, and are the interests
of this State going to be trampled under.
foot to meet the whims and fancies of
those people who are anxious to climb
to power at any cost ? If tbis is the
policy of any members of thii House, I
will be no party to it. The downfall of
the James Government is due to no
preference for Labour. That is an
issue that will be determined-[MxnnE:
When fl-at the next elections. The
Opposition, aided by the conservatives.
call for blood, and I concede it with all
my heart; not that I shall be used by
the Independents or the conservatives as
the Labour party are being used to-day.
to oust a liberal Government and to let
in the Labour party-the party which the
present conservatives, the Independents
at the moment, are already condemning
for their lack of experience. But after
all I would warn the conservatives, the
Independents in tie Chamber, that
youth and inexperience are at one time
or another the close preserve of all of us.
Looking back at the history of the
statesmen of the old world, we find Fox
in Parliament at 19, Peel at 21 ; Pitt
was Chancellor of the Exchequer at 22;
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Glad stone a lord of the Treasury at 24;
and I think Napoleon commanded the
ar-mies of Italy when he was 25 years of
age. Whoever occupies these benches
will, I hope-and I say it with all
humiliation in the presence of the member
for Beverley-aspire to brilliancy; and
whilst I confess frankly that brilliancy,
greatness, or discretion may well be
tempored by age or experience, I have
yet to learn that youing men should
surrender their ideal until they are old
or tottering with Wg or imbecility before
they attempt to achieve it. The advent
of the Labour party. to my wind at least,
destroys one of the oldest and one of the
most charming associations of public
life, and that was that when men went
before their coustituencies, oir the Govern-
meut appealed, they were tried by their
peers ; but that is not so now. Under
the existing state of things a candidate is
branded with the bald phrase " Labour,"
and that is taken to be sufficient. The
member for Wrt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
is credited with having said publicly that
he and the Labour party had put a barber
into Parliament, and if they liked they
could have elected his pole also. [Inter-
jections.] I am only repeating what a
member of the party said, and I defy
him to contradict it. Those old tradi-
tions are to my mind trampled under-
foot, and with them one of the finest
characteristics of public life, and I think
it is due to the wanton and slavish
adherence to the bald utterances of
the Trades Hall Labour party. The
Government might have followed the
advice, for example. of the member for
Hannans (Mr. Nelson) and given pro-
mises, or we might have followed Federal
precedents and have bargained. We
might have allotted different appoint-
ments, and by those tactics have clung to
office. The ancient Remais. were proud
to sing of that period when none were for
a party and all were for the State; and
may I, at a period when the Labour party
are perhaps on the verge of entering into
office in this country, urge such a prece-
dent ? We have certain Independents
who, at the moment, call for a Labour
Government. Tlwir pretext is to restrict
progress; but I think that many of us,
irrespective of what side of the House we
are sitting on, will live to learn that in
every instance our influence, our votes,

and our sympathy will be with progress,
vigorous administration, and for a, stable
Government. This is an age of young
men, and to my friends opposite it is a
period when they are on the verge of
going into power. T would say to them,
when they come into office, avoid the
Micawber attitude of waiting for things
to turn up. I certainly hope they will
aspire to that brilliancy which is so
strongly deprecated by the member for
Beverley. I hope they will sail in and
let things hum, and that they will estab-
lish an ideal and live up to it; trying as
far as is in their power to make for this
State a better future, to make it a more
prosperous country, and a more fruitful
country than they found it. (General

aM.%CuseC) XEYSE R (Albany): In

such a time as this, it is not meet that
every nice offence should bear its coin-
meat "; but I am desirous of referring
to a few things, and before doing so I
would like to compliment, even to con-
gratulate, the James Government on the
good work they have done during the last
session. The fact that there is an
increase of settlers on the land and of the
gold output, and that the returns of the
railway are satisfactory, surely must
appeal to us as being most gratifying,
not alone to the James Government,
but to every citizen of the State. The
Premier the other night, in reply to
the member for Subiaco (]Mr. Daglish).
stated that the Government sought
office only at the will of the ekec-
tors. They appealed to the electors,
and after fighting a strenuous battle,
having the advantage of the metropolitan
Press on their side, the electors, who
bad a clear issue before them, decided by
a large majority that the James Govern-
ment did not have their confidence. The
Premier stated that his party would only
retain office so long as thiey had the
confidence of the majority. But he did
not resign when he had the clear wish of
the electors before him. Shortly after-
wards the Premier gave utterance to
these words: "The position was this,
that as the result of the present vote the
Government would either be confirmed in
office or thrust from their position, and
the country had looked to the speech of
Mr. Daglish for a full expression of the
views of the Labour party, indicating in
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what way the Government forfeited the
confidence of the House and justifying
the Labour party in ousting them from
office." Those two statements appear to
-ns to be perfectly antagonistic. First
the Premier appeals to the electors, and
when he finds the electors against him,
he comes into the House and appeals to
the House. Does the Premier mean to
infer that he would try to subordinate
the wish of the electors generally to the
wish of the majority of the House F
Was the Premier willing to carry on the
Government notwithstanding that the
people were against him, if by coercion or
the giving of portfolios he could command
a majority in this House ? That is the
effect of his words. I am indeed sorry
to hear that the Premier could so stultify
himself, politically speaking, as to flout
the opinion of the electors, if it were
possible for him to command a majority
in this House by the giving of portfolios
and the acceptance of them, as in the
case of thle Minister for Works (Mr.
Nauson). The Premier, in dealing with
the appointment of Mr. Nansonl, said he
had aw a claimed the right, and would
always do sowhilst Premier, to choose his
own colleagues. I think the position
there taken up by the Premier is impr7e-
nable; but what be allows in himselfh
would deny to others. The electors
claim their right to choose their Premier
and their representatives, but when the
electors have once chlosen their repre-
sentatives the Premier still wants to
maintain office and dictate to the country
who shall fill the Ministerial chairs. To
be consistent, if the Premier claimas the
right to choose his own colleagues, as he
has a perfect right to do, surely the
country has a perfect right, when
appealed to, to choose its own repre-
sentatives. The Premier farther said his
Ministry had a policy with which their
opponents the Labour party agreed ; and
now the Labour partyv opposed it, not as
partisans, not as men anxious to enforce
a. policy to which the Government were
opponents, but as men apiring to office.
The Premier I think entirely overlooks
tbis fact, that it is not a question of his

E heiy, his platform, appealing to the
ahour party, so much as it is a question

of the platform, the policy of the Labour
party, appealing to the Premier and his
Ministry. The Premier states that the

Labour party's platform is practically
his platform, and that their policy to al
intents and purposes is identical with his
policy. It seems strange, in face of this
uitterance, that when the Labour party's
platform was placed before the electors
at the general election the Premier stated
that the Labour party's platform was
comprised of 75 per cent. of" h1irdlime" ;
and that when the Labour party come
back into power, when they have the
votes on their side, he states that their
platform, their policy, is practically
identical with his own. It would seemn
that the Premier and his Ministry are
willing to assimilate 75 per cent, of " bird-
lime" provided they are kept in office;
but the Labour party, seing that they
have a majority and that the country has
spoken in their favour, are not willing to
allow the James Government to carry on,
and they intend themselves to carry on
the work with which they, have been
entrusted. Why should the Labour patty
let the James Government continue in
office to carry out their platform, their
policy, when the James Government are
in a, minority ? The Labour party have not
placed themselves in a majority. They
placed their platform before the people and
appealed to their intelligence; and the
people responded, and in that response we
have our justification for taking office.
The Minister for lands, in his speech the
other evening, said he understood the
Labour party considered. an increase in
the population undesirable, and that
immigration should not be encouraged
because there was no work. He was
rather at a loss to understand any sen-
sible member of the community trotting
out such a statement which could be so
easily exploded. Continuing, he said be
knew of no sadder sight than that of a
strong man seeking unsuccessfully the
privilege of work. The privilege of
work! A strong man seeking a privi-
lege Has it come to this, that work is
lookd upon as a privilege-the right to
work? The fact that a hian is born
surely carries with it that a man has the
right to work, that he has the right that
employment should be given him. But
the Minister for Lands Considers it a
privilege. A privilege!1 Continuing, the
Minister for Lands quoted from Mr. Jeff
Dodd, "1The older men had been shoved
to one side, and it was only the strongest
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and most vigorous that could find a place
in the mines to-day." The Minister,
facing the Labour party, then said:
" And what have our friends on the
Opposition side done to alleviate the
condition of men being pushed to one
side ?" What could the Labour party
have done-a party consisting of seven
members-what could they do to
alleviate the industrial distress on the
goldfields at that timeP Surely the
accusation rebounded back. What dlid
the Government doi They bad the
reins of offie; they were in power; they
knew the distress, and that the numberI
of unemployed was increasing. What
did they do ? Now the present indus-
trial system, with its keen competition,
assures the employment of the vigorous
and competent, and the refusal of the old
and feeble. To employ or keep in
employment a man who may be re-
placed bky som, one else able to do
twice his work is not a sound business
proposition. We could not expect a
business man to employ an aged and
feeble man when he could employ a
youing, vigorous, and competent man at
the same wage. It would seem, then,
that the fruit of the present competitive
system, expressed in low wages, sweating,
the huge unemployed list, and the non-
employment of the old people, bespeaks
its rottenness, its baseness, and its weak-
ness. This is the point I want to get at.
To hold out inducements to immigrants
to settle in this State other than those
willing and competent to settle on the
land, is an act either of a criminal or a
madman. Let me draw attention to a
probable rupture in the building trade
of this State. An attempt is being made
to lower wages in Perth in the carpenter-
ing line, and the reason advanced for
doing so is that there is an overplus of
carpenters, and that the time is thus ripe
for a, reduction in wages. Does the
Minister think, in view of this probable
reduction in wages because of an over-
plus in carpenters, that the Government
are justified in inducing other carpenters
to come into the city of Perth? Surely
his reasoning the other night gives colour
to that deduction. He said, "We have&a
large area. of country; we have many
resources; our population is extravagantly
small." Well, in face of the fact that
wages in Perth are about to be reduced

because there are too many carpenters,
would tbat justify the Ministry in induc-
ing other carpenters to come hereP In
face of the fact that at the present time
there are 1,500 miners out of work on the
goldfields, is that an argument to justify
the Ministry in holding out attractions
and inducements for other miners to come
into this State P That is what the Min-
ister for Lands urges us to do. floes the
Minister think that a nation is* best
governed and most financially sound
whose citizens are paying the lowest pos-
sible wageP It would seem so, seeing
that he has held out every inducement for
people to come into this State, knowing
the keen industrial crisis that at the
present time exists here. I should like to
refer to Legislative Council reform. The
Minister for Lands, in his speech this
afternoon, tried to mislead members as
regards the Labour party's views in con.
nection with the Legislative Council. The
Labour party have never advocated the
abolition of the Legislative Council.
We shall find on their printed platform
that the first plank is this: " The Labour
party desire a referendum to be taken as
to whether the Legislative Council should
be abolished or not." The Labour party
have never expressed an opinion one way
or another, except that they wanit the

qusinto be put to the people and,
whntepeople have spoken, to act upon

their verdict. To show that the Legis-
lative Council is in need of reform,
especially as regards the qualification for
votership, let me quote two instances.
We shall take A, who receives £150 a
year. He has only his wife to keep, and
can afford to pay £225 per year in rental.
That is the minimumi amount to be paid
to qualify a person to vote for the Upper
House. On the other hand we shall
take B, who receives £2150 a year-the
same salary as; A. He, in addition to
having a wife to maintain, has five
children, that is seven in all instea of
two, to keep on £150; and in conse-
quence B is unable to pay as much as A
for rent. He must be content with a
less pretentious house, and the conse-

q uence is that, while A is entitled to vote
or the Upper House, B, who is helping

to reduce the debt per head and to
populate the State, and who is practically
a permanent resident of the State, is
actually denied the voting privileges that
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A has. Surely this must appear to any
reasonable thinking man as being unjust.
The Government practically penalise the
man for raising a family. They tell us
they want to induce people to come here
and to have as large families as possible;
but when a man does raise a family and
increase his expenses, and is unable to
have the luxury of a large house, they

penaise him and refuse him the voting
privilege that they give to the other
man. I dIO not intend, at this particular
time, to speak at any great length to deal
with the administrative work of the
present Government. I simply confine
myself to this one straight-out issue.
The James Government have appealed to
the people, and the people have told them
that they desired them to leave the
chairs of office; and because the people
have placed the Labour party in a
majority, we intend to take up the seals
of office, feeling certain that, when we
have public opinion with us, when we
desire to place upon the statute-book
legislation that appeals to our righteous
judgment, when we only desire the
State's good and are not moved by selfish
motives, when the time does come for us
to take up office, we shall be able to
carry it out successfully.

MR. T. F. QUINTLAN (Toodyay); I
have but few words to say on the sub-
ject of his Excellency's Speech. I desire
to express my difference in opinion from
what the last speaker has stated when he
ventured to suggest that the Premises
duty to this House was to have tendered
his resignation without the usual opening
Speech from the Governor, and without
producing any policy which the Govern-
ment might propose to carry out. At
first sight that was my view, for like the
hen. member I thought that was the
proper course to adopt; but on considera-
tion I realise, as I hope the hion. member
will, that with 1S or 19 members on the
Government side and 22 members on the
Labour benches, also a. certain number of
Independent members, if the Premier
had not met Parliament with a policy
speech, he would have been giving up
office to a minority in this House. The
Government or the Ministerial supporters
were not able to know what position the
Independent members would take when
Parliament met. The Independent mem-
bers have now considered the matter,

and we are given to understand that
they intend to vote with the Labour
party; hence that party will, on that
vote, be in a majority. I hold that the
Labour party are equally entitled to
occupy these Government benches as are
the present Ministry. The Labour mem-
bers have been returned in a large
proportion to this House, and seeing
thatthiey are able to comm and a majority
of votes with the aid of the Independent
section, the labour party are justified in
trying to take the position now occupied
by the Government. My sympathies, as
I have always said, are with labour
people, my sympathies are particularly
with the moderates, or those who believe
in moderation; but I am sorry to say
that amongst the Labour party are some
extremists; therefore as I had a choice of
sitting on this or that side of the House,
and as I sat on the Opposition cross-
benches last session, I have now changed
my position and come to the Government
side, because I do not see much choice
between the platform of the Labour
party and the platform of the Govern-
ment. I have removed my seat to the
Government cross-benches because I hold
that Ministers who have been so long in
office and have done so much good work
in administering the affairs of the country
are entitled to support. I contend that
the James Government have done exceed-
ingly good work, that they have been
economical as they promised to be, and
that they bave administered the various
departments as best they' could in the
circumstances. They have retrenched in
some directions; and althoughi a Royal
Commission has examined the several de-
partments of the Civil Service sand made
recommendations in the direction of
economy, and although the Government
have carried out such of those recomien-
dations as they believed to be really suit-
able, I sam not satisfied now that those
members of the commission were really
competent to deal with the subject.
However, the James Government are
about to meet their doom, and this is an
occasion which requires at least a few
words to thank them for their good ad-
ministration of the affairs of this State
during their timue of office. I realise that
a change is about to take place, and I
hope that whoever occupy the Govern-
ment benches will be as honest and faith-
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ful in the performance of their duties as
tbe James Government have been. With
regard to the reference made to the Premier
in choosing the members of his Cabinet,
I think the Premier is entitled to please
himself. Perhaps he felt that in choosing
a member from the Opposition side be
was following a course which was cus-
tomary in this House during my time in
public life, for I remember that on three
occasions Sir John Forrest chose his
Ministers from the Opposition benches.
I may remind the House that he chose
Mr. Handel?, who had shortly before been
the leader of the Opposition; that he after-
wards chose Mr. Lefroy, now the Agent
General in London; and that later he
chose Mr. S. H. Parker, now a Judge of

tbe Supreme Court. I sat on the same
side of the House as those members, and
I know what their views were at the
time. I suppose that in polities it is
considered wise to take from the other
side some prominent member who may
he useful to the Government or may
weake~n the Opposition. The present
Premier has -adopted the same course,
and has taken into his Cabinetsa
member of the Opposition who, he
thought, would assist him and reduce
the debating strength of the other party.
I am glad to notice the immense revenue
that is being derived from the State. and
to notice the increase in agricultural
settlement; but the increase in popula-
tion is not as great as I would like to see,
and certainly not of the class of settlers
one would most wish to see coming into
this State. I would prefer to see more
of the farming class or pastoralists coming
here, men who would direct their energies
to increasing the products of the soil. I
know the advantages which are open to
people who will come here, and I hope
that in the new Bill which should be
introduced during this session there will
be an attempt made to improve the Land
Regulations. I would like to see some
special provision for new settlers, so that
they can have some decent means of
paying their way during the first
three, four, or five years of occupying
the laud. I suggested this some
years ago as a member of this House;
and when the expected Bill comes
forward I shall again urge the desir-
ability of making special provision for
new settlers. Referring to the Cool-

gardie ater Supply, I think that what-
eve r Mnstry may be in power should
take 'some steps to turn to advantage
this great supply of water, and extend it
so as to serve Perth and its suburbs,
also the Fremantle district, for I believe
the water available at Mundaring is
sufficient for these purposes. I would
like to see some immediate steps taken
in this direction. I desire to congratu-
late the Commissioner of Railways as
well as the Government on the excellent
results of the railway management shown
by the latest returns, which are highly
creditable to the railway administration,
and must be a great satisfaction to all
those Ministers who supported the
appointment of Mr. WV. J. George as
Railway Commissioner. I consider that
the results justify the action which was
then taken. One feature in the ad minis-
tration of the James Government is that
they brought forward rather too much
legislation, they introduced too many
Bills; and I hope this will not be a
feature in the work of the future Govern-
ment. With regard to the reference
made by the last speaker to the Upper
HouseI disagree with him as to extending
the franchise, for I hold that if the Council
franchise is extended we may as well
have hut one House. [Several Ln~on
MEMBEes: Hear, hear.] The Council is
supposed to represent capital, and it
would not be doing so unless some dis-
tinction were made in the franchise
under which members of that House are
elected. I know this is a conservative
view, and I suppose I am a conservative
in some degree; but there should be a
distinction between the two Chambers.
(Interjections.) Capitalists have as much
right to sit in the Legislative Assembly as
have the Labour party. I have nothing
to say against the Labour party. Those
seven members who sat in the last
Assembly know that, though I did not
agree with their policy, I respect them.
Reference has been made to a tax on un-
improved land, and I agree with it. This
mayappearstrangefrom therepresentative
of an agricultural constituency, but I do
agree with the Labour party's programmte
in that particular, adIs e eGvern-
muent have adopted the same proposal.
Every attention should be given to this
question, sand especially in regard to the
land held by the Midland Railway Coin-
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pany. I have long been an advocate for
some steps to be taken by the Govern-
ment to enable them to get possession of
that great property; and although a
proposal to that effect was defeated last
session, I hope the time is not far distant
whe~n any Ministry that may be in power
will make it one of their first steps to
obtain possession of the Midland Rilway
and land at a reasonable price. I would
like also to see some change made in
regard to the Agent General's office in
London, and to consider whether an
Agent General or a High Commissioner
for the 'whole of Australia will be
sufficient for the purposes of State
Government, thus rendering unnecessary
the maintenance of anl Agent General for
each State. Some reorganisation of our
Agent General's office should be made,
in any case, and some better system of
bringing the advantages of this State
into general notice outside should be
adopted. I know that the present occu-
pant of the office, while I was in London
last Year, regretted that he was not sup-
plied with sufficient means for this pur-
pose ; for although numerous inquiries
were made at the Agent General's office,
there was not sufficient information
available to satisfy all the applicants.

MR. ANOWIN: The printed matter he
has is stored away.

MR. QUINLAN: I was not aware of
that.

MR. ANGWIN : I am.
MR. QUINLAN: I would like to see

some steps taken to provide deep sewerage
for the metropolis. The absence of
sewerage is preventing settlement in the
city in some measure, and the suburbs
suffer likewise. I think the time has
arrived for some better method to be
adopted, and more encouragement given
to people who wish to build or to reside
in the city and suburbs. Whether it is
to be done by the Government or by the
City Council I do not knlow, but it is a
work of national importance, because all
property holders in Perth and suburbs
are interested in the health conditions of
the capital. Generally speaking, I hope
the future administration will at least be
as caref ul as that of the James Govern-
ment has been in the various departments,
an(] will endeavour to carry out some
retrenchment by reducing the number of
public servants where there are evidently

too many. It would be better in such
cases to reduce the number of employees,
and increase the pay where necessary,
and I think economy would be promoted
in this way. My idea of administration
would be to carry on the Government of
this State by a coalition, if that could be
brought about. Perhaps it is too late at
present to urge this, but I hope the day
is not far off whlen some such step will be
taken, and that unity of parties should
form the administration of the State.
I do not like to see continuous chaniges in
office; it is a bad thing for the country,
and I think there is only one way of
bringing about a settlement of this
subject, which would be to have a
party such as I suggest consisting of
representatives of all sections of the
communityv; not one section alone.
[MEiMBER: And elect the Ministry?]
And elect the Ministry. That is a very
wise suggestion. It would be a new
custom in any of the British doiniuons.

HoN. F. ff. Plesen: There would be
log-rolling then.

MR. QUINLAN: I think not. That
is my idea of ideal administration, to
have Ministers chosen from the whole
body of members.

MR. H. CARSON (Geraldton): It may
appear to some members of this House
presumption on my part when I say I
consider this debate to a very large extent
has been a waste of very valuable time.
After listgning to the remarks of the
member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor), I am confirmed to some extent,
and I think it would have been in the
interests of the country if only the leader
of the Opposition and the Premier bad
spoken to this Address-in-reply. Still, I
am glad the debate has so far continued
for us to have heard the address of the
Minister for Lands, for I rdcognise in
that address we have had one which will
be a good advertisement for the country,
an address that will give the people an
opportunity to see the progress we are
making, our stability, and also the
possibilities of this country. While the
leader of the Opposition w as speakinig, he
said the Government had introduced a
new departure in app)ealing to the Rouse
for a vote of confidence, and that if
the Premier had been content to meet
the House their party would have
given him support to carry out what
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legislation he intended to bring before
the House; Yet we find that bon.
member moving practically a want of
confidence in this Administration. It
does not appear to ino to be altogether
correct when we find the leader uf the
Opposition moving a vote of want of con-
fidence, and at the same time asserting at
the outset of his address that he would
support the Premier's Administration. I
consider that the Government acted
wisely in mueeting the House, and that
they did the right and proper thing -in
calling at the very outset, as this House
is constituted, for a vote of confidence, so
that we may have a vote of the House to
carry on the business of the country.
Whoever mayv hold the reins of govern.
mient, they will have to carry out the
policy of the James Government, and I
think this must be evident to every mem-
ber of the House. We have had re-
turned to this Parliament 40 members
who are in sympathy with and who are
pledged to support that policy, and we
ha.ve had sent here 10 members who are
opposed to it in some particular. Whilst
we have returned to the House 22 mem-
beris pledged to the extremne and I may
say to some extentixn practicable policy of
the Labour part~y, we have returned 28
members opposed to them. I ask, is it
wise, is it in the interests of the country
that we should have a change of Adminis-
tration ? Is it wise that we should hand
ever the Administration to men who are
inexperienced and who have a great deal
to learn:? Only a very few of them have
had Parliamentary experience, and I con-
sider it is very unwise now, and at any
rate not in the interests of the country,
to have a change of Administration. I
would like very briefl *y to refer to one or
two items in the Governor's Speech. I
am sure we all recognise that the settle-
ment. of our lands is of paramount im-
portance. I recognise, and I believe
every' member of the House recognises,
that great good has been done in this
respect, and much credit is due to
the Minister for Lands in regard
to the question. I also recognise
that there is much to be done vet in
that direction. In the Victoria district
we have a, limited agricultural area, and
a very great amount of country is locked
up from close settlement; and it will be
the duty of whatever Government comes

into power, or carries on the affairs of the
country, to secure that land so that it
may be settled, Just recently the Gov-
ernment secured the Mount Erin Estate,
and I am sorry to say there have been to
some ex tent dissatisfaction au d co mplai nt
with regard to the price charged for the
land thrown open there; but I am also
pleased to say that the people who have

Itaken up land-and I believe the greater
portion of what ]ias been surveyed has
been taken up-are siatisfied with the

Iquality of the land. Another item I
would just like to refer to at the risk of
being thought parochial- and I will refer
to it briefly, and only that the leader of
the Opposition may consider it, and I
trust give it his attention-is the Magnet
to Lawlers railway. That railway, with-
out a doubt, would pay the Government
handsomel ,y if it were built, and it would
do much to help forward the progress of
the agricultural, mining, and pastoral
industries of that portion of the State;
and I trust that if the Opposition come
into power they will build the railway.
Another item I would briefly refer to-
and I believe the country is demanding
something to be done in this respect-is
an amendment of the liquor laws, giving
the people the control of this traffic.
Although I have been twitted by mem-
bers on the other side of the House with
looking rather lonely in my position, I do
uot mind sitting with minorities, hut
what I will do is to always endeavour to
vote for democratic legislation, and
oppose class legislation.

OrrposnaoN Msnns:g " Come over
to this side."

MR. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
wish through you, Mr. Bath, to convey
to the bon. the Speaker my sincere con-
gratulations on the hionour this House
conferred on him in elevating him to the
position he now holds. I know from long
parliamentary experience it is an office
of dignity, and one which requires a
certain amount of personality and deter-
mnination; and 1 feel sure the hon. mema-
ber (Mr. Jacoby) who has been placed in
that dignified position will fill it and carry
ou t the duties of his office to the satisfac-
tion of this House and to the credit of
himself. I congratulate members on the
semi-comipletion of our new parliamentary
buildings; but whilst I look around and
admire the architectural beauties, of this
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Chamber for instance, I cannot help
drawing attention to what I consider
seine of the grave defects in connection
therewith. Take the gallery, for instance.
We have an abortion of architectural
design, for this reason, that people in the
gallery can neither see nor hear the
members properly who address the
Speaker from the floor of the House.
[Several MEMBES: Hear, hear.) The
gallery is too high, to my mind; it has
not a sufficient grade on it, and I cannot
understand why the board or building
committee who had charge of the con-
struction. of these Chambers and this
beautiful building could not have seen
more to the technical points in connection
therewitb. The entrance to the Strangers'
Giallery is one which, I think, ought to be
attended. to forthwith. To have 'trangers
entering the Rouse and coming into
direct contact. with members when they
pass to and fro is a thing which ought
not to exist; and not only for that reason,
but also on account of the safety of the
people who visfit our Strangers' Gallery,
we ought to have a direct entrance from
the sig a separate entrance leading direct
to the gallery. If not, I venture to warn
this Rouse that we shall have a cata-
strophe some dlay-it may not be near but
it will be later-and no body of people
sitting in that gallery, if a panic ensued,
could be cleared from it and get away
from this building. and avoid some injury
if not some fatal catastrophe. I hope
that better accommodation will be pro-
vided with regard to the reporters. They
have a fairly good gallery to them-
selves, but it suffers from the same
defects as the other portions of the
gallery. They want a room in which to
transcribe their notes ; they want lavatory
accomumodation; and in other ways I
think there are many improvements
which could be made in connection with
this building, and which ought to be seen
to immediately. For miy part I think a
better way would have been to leave
taking possession of this building for
another 12 months. The building ought
to have been nearer comnpletion. We
want more accommodation in the build.
ing, and in the Chamber itself in many
respects-a. hundred and one respects
which I need not point out to members.
The new Parliament House is not com-
plete, is not adequate for their accomn-

modation, I hope the members of the
building committee will take notice of
these remarks, will accept them in the
spirit in which they are meant, and that
some effort at any rate will be made to
improve the accommodation in the par-
ticulars I have named. I have now to
refer to a6 matter which causes me con-
siderable pain, and I am sure must have
caused all parliamentarians considerable
pain and surprise. I refer to a charge
made by the leader of the Opposition, a
charge which 1 venture to think, had lie
given it some consideration, would not
have been made by him, and I regret now
he is not in his seat in order to hear my
comments on his action in that connec-
tion. He ventured, to make a, charge
against one of our prominent citizens, and
he was not satisfied with referring to the
matter in general terms, but mnitioned
the gentleman's name. I refer to the
charge of being unfit to take postal votes
levelled by the leader of the Opposition
against Mr. Y. 0. Davies ; and the only
ground given for that charge, in reply to
an interjection from the Premier, was
that Mr. Davies was an employer of
labour and unfit therefore to take these
votes. He said farther that this emnployer
was a tyrant. I have yet to learn that
beiug an employer of labour is a. crime1
or is anything which will unfit a, man in
that position for carrying out the simple
duty of taking postal votes. I should rather
think it was to his credit to ho at the
head of an establishment such as Mr.
Da&vies has; been at the head of for the
last 25 years in our State. J should
have thought his standing in Western
Australia. was sufficient at any rate to
disarm the member for Subiaco) from
waking such a statement without backing
it up by a definite charge; but the hon.
member would not make one definite
charge. Were he in his place now, I
should ask him to make a definite charge
in this House Or outsidle of it; not to
asperse the character of one of our able
citizens, but to make a charge against
him if, in the exercise of his duty, Mr.
Davies acted in an improper way in
taking postal votes in connection with
the general elections in this State, if
he hats dlone anything by which he can
be charged with dislionourable practices.
I think all hou, members will agree that
innuendo is a most unmanly form of
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attack. When a man insinuates that
because one holds a certain position one
cannot be honourable, I think it is time
for all bon. members to rise in protest
and demand from that man the apology
whith is undoubtedly due. Such innuen-
dos are repugnant to all sense of British
fair play, and are an abuse of parlia-
mentary etiquette.. I hope that when
the member for Subiaco reflects on the
charge he has mnade he will bear well in
mnind the fact that Mr. Davies has
expended his money in this State, that
be has for a quarter of a century
employed large numbers of workers ;
and some of those workers I have lately
seen at Karridale, who have been born
on that timber station, and are working
there yet for Mr. Davies. Does that
point to the fact that he is a tyrant to
his men, to men who hare been born on
the station, who are now in his emplopy-
ment, and have been working there for
years? I know one man who has worked
with himi for the last 10 years. who hats
been for 25 years a resident of Karridale,
and he said he never wished to work for
better people than those by whom he was
employed. I hope hen. members, when
they are using the title " honourablo "
to each othvr, will refrain f rom being
dishonourable 1o uten outside the House.
I hope that when a member makes an
attack on an outsider, he will back up
that attack bky a direct charge and
proof of that charge, instead of making
unsupported statements. Members wust
recollect that their very position here
commands sone sort of confidence in
the remarks they utter within these walls.
The outside world does not know us
by our individual characters; it knows
us by the positions we are holding
in the State ; and so our words, even
though they be let fall with light-
ness of spirit, carry a much greater
weight perhaps than members imagine.
For these reasons I ask that the member
for Subiaco should either withdraw the
statement he made against one of our
representative citizens, or bring a direct
charge against him. I demand from the
hon. member an apology on behalf of
Mr. MK C. Davies. And in conclusion as
to this mnatter, let me say that I took the
trouble to wire to Mr. Davies to ascertan
how nmany postal votes he had taken in
his official capacity, and his reply was:

"Eighteen for all electorates." So the
attack of the member for Subiaco comes
with a very bad grace; for he did not
even take 'the trouble to find out -what
injury could have been done owing to this
gentleman's taking postal votes. In his
capacity of mill station owner and station
manager, Mr. Da-vies takes only 18 postal
votes for the Sussex electorate and all
other electorates in this State, Now
what is there, and what can there be, to
justify the member for Subiaco in making
such anabomninabie and outrageous charge
against the gentleman to whom I have
referredP It appears to me, briefly
reverting to the matter of the last
elections, that some control ought to be
exercised over postal voting; and I do
not think that either one side or the otheor
can afford to throw stones. I believe
that if the m atter be thoroughly ivnired
into, we shall find that errors have been
committed on all aides of the House.
I mean that Ministerial candidates,
Independents, and possibly Labour candi-
dates also, will find that certainx steps have
been taken to secure these -postal votes,
and that there has possibly been double
voting for their benefit, if such a term
can lie used. I feel that we ought to
have some better method of controlling
those votes, some better method of pre-
ventiug anyone voting twice in a general
election, some better method of pre-
venting personation ; and I confess that t
this time I can think of no better system
than that of the old elector's right. I
believe that is a good system, and one we
ought to adopt. It would prevent people
from voting twice, and would be a certain
check on the manner of taking postal
votes. So far as lam concerned, I should
like to see postal votes swept away.
I think the system will never work
satisfactorily, and the sooner we have a
straight-out issue at the ballot box only,
the better will all parties be satisfied.
I had in my mind to sit silent in this
debate and content myself with voting;
but, unfortunately, this charge was
brought against a friend of mine whom I
respect and esteem, and certain charges
were levelled against the great industryv
with which I am connected. Reference
was also made to the verdicts of the
Arbitration Court, with which members
know I have been for some time associ-
ated ; and I felt it would not be due to
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the great industry which I now represent
in this State, nor to my colleagues of the
Arbitration Court, nor to my friend Mr.
Davies, if I did not say something in
reply. As to the case which the member
for Coolgardie (Dr. Ellis) brought against
the native coal industry, may I be
pardoned for saying that I did think the
member for Collie (Mr. Heushaw), who
represents that district, might have taken
up the cudgels in defence of the industry.

MR. HunenHAw; I gave my reasons for
not replying immediately.

Ma. FRANK W ILSON;- I did not
catch the reasons. I should much like to
hear them. I heard that the hon. member
intended to tackle the subject later on;
but I would remind hinm that there is no
time like the present for answering an
attack of that sort. If one allows a
charge to go broadcast through the land
without refuting it when one knows it to
be wrong, then one is apt to substantiate
it; and for that reason I regret that the
boa. member was not ready with his reply.

Mn. HN~sHA~W: In personal explanation,
I may say that when dealing with that
matter I pointed out that the member for
Coolgardie had not gone impartially into
the subject. I stated also on the floor of
the Mouse that I -would take the oppor-
tunity of dealing more fully with the
subject than wa4 possible on that occasion.
This day I have given notice to that effect.
I think that makes my position clear.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: I accept the
explanation. I hope the hon. member
will have his opportunity in the very
near future; for I am quite sure, and
members must realise with me, that it is
a most serious matter to the country at
large. It does not affect the companies
to such a, great extent, though it does
affect them; but it affects the whole of
Western Australia., and every man,
woman, and child in the country ; and my
purpose to-night is to show; that the
member for Coolgardie, who claimed to
have such an intimate knowledge of
figures, who gave us a dissertation on
railway management and showed that the
country was practically going to the dogs,
knows nothing of the subject which he
handled, and has misled this House and
the State as to this great industry. The
bon. member claimed a knowledge of
figures, and brought in some statement
made by some friend of his, an actuary.

I do not know who the gentleman is-
possibly a, man who cannot make a mis-
take in calculations; but the hon. mem-
her cried "1stale fish" on the great coal
industry. He cried down the country,
and said we were on the down grade.
He said there was a lack of employment,
and wished to know the reason. May I
tell him that the lack of employment, in
my bumble opinion, is due to the fact
that there is no investment of capital
going on in our State; and the non. invest-
ment of capital is due to the Labour
agitators who are disturbing the confid-
ence of the public in our country and in
our management?

DR. ELLIS; Then there is a lack of
employment?9

Ma. FRANK WILSON: I quoted
the hon. member's statement that there is.
1 ani dealing with his remarks, and am
pointing out to him that he, who cries
down his country, which he claims as his
native country-be and such as he are
causing this lack of employment, if it
exists, by their political agitations. Hfe
gauges the prosperity Of our Country by
the revenue and expenditure! How on
earth can we learn from these whether
the country is on the up grade or the
down grade? It must surely strike the
hon. member, if he has any brain for
figures at all-and if he cannot grasp the
point he should place himself under
medical restrai nt-that reven e is only the
result of taxation, and can be made what
you will; and that expenditure is only the
wise or the unwise spending of public
funds. We cannot get away from that ;
hence revenue and expenditure are no tests
of the prosperity of a country; and the true
test of a country's advancement or of its
retrogression is the trade it is doing.
Our 17 millions sterling of trade, of which
exports are represented by 10 millions,
and a population of 230,000 people, form
a record that no other portion of the
British Empire can show to-day. Have
we not had information hrorn the Minister
for Lands, pointing out the large increase
in land settlement?1 Has he -not shown
us that, our crops have increased, that the
productiveness of the soil has increased
beyond anticipation ? Has be not
pointed out that the gold output has also
increased, and that our'population as
well has increased very considerably?
Are not these facts a clear indication that
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the country is progressing, despite those
like t4e member for Coolgardie who try
to keep her hack? I say that to-day we
have in the State of Western Australia
one of the grandest heritages that men
can have, with all its vast undeveloped
wealth, if we can only handle it properly
and bring that wealth into use. The
hon. member complains that dividends
have been declared in respect of our gold-
mining industry. He thinks that the
million or two millions of money which
have gone out of this country to those
who have invested their capital here would
be better kept .in the State. I presume
he is a socialist at heart, and wishes to
divide the profits among people who
think as he thinks; but I should like to
mention that if we are to begrudge
interest in the shape of dividends on

citaI invested in ourgodmng
ing ustry. then we must begrudge also the
half million or so of interest which we
send out of the country for our loan
moneys; and if we begrudge that, we
come desperately near to repudiation and
anarchy. I hope that the hon. member,
with all his socialistic instincts, will
recollect that it is not for the " have-nets "
to save the country, as in the time of that
murderer Robesp~ierre. who during the
French Revolution cut off the heads
of all who had something and so
attempted to save the country. It
is not the have-nots, but it is a, comhination
of the have-nets and those who have
something, it is capital and labour going
together hand in hand, that can promote
the prosperity and development of this
country. When the member for Northam
was speaking, hie quoted a very pertinent
simile in telling us that a bricklayer is
not capable of taking charge of a, large
drapery establishment; and the hon.
member quite scouted the idea, of such

t rson attempting to carry on a business
e did not understand. Yet this principle

is sought to be brought into play in regard
to the management of the State depart-
ments in this country. It appears that a
brick-layer is not capable of managing a
drapery establishment, but if he only
receives a sufficient number of votes in
his election he is then capable of taking
charge of any department in the Govern-
ment of the country. I point this out
with all. due modesty, and not with an
intention of hurting anyone's feelings, for

I want bon. members to consider the
position. What training have some hon.
members in this House had, in their daily
avocations, to qualify them for administer-
ing a revenue amounting to three and a.
half millions a year?

L~nonn Munnn: What training have
members had on your side ?

Mn. FRANK WILSON: There are
on the Government side of the House
men who have held the reins of Govern-
ment during the last three years; there
are members here who have been in the
House several years; and surely these are
qt~alifications, coupled with their original
qualifications in carrying on their private
business or their professional work.

DRn. ELLIS:' Some of them have been
on all sides of the House.

MR. FRANK WILSON: I will refer
to that later on. With regard to the
railway matters which the member for
Coolgardie (Dr. Ellis) brought before us,
be seemed to make out from his figures
that the goldfields had been very badly
treated indeed; in fact he said that be-
cause the railway revenue per head of the
goldfields population was some five or six
times as much as the revenue per head of
the population in the coastal districts,
therefore the goldfields people were
suffering a great injustice. I do not wish
to dispute the 1101. member's statement,
for probably some of the railway rates
might bear reduction on the goldfields
railways, and I am with him if it can he
brought about economically and without
grave injustice. [Dit. ELMI: Hear, hear.]
But I want to point out that the question
of railway revenue per head rests upon
the work performed, and also upon the
distance over which goods are carried on
the railway system; and when you ha&ve
a large population, four hundred, five
hundred, or six hundred miles from your
sea border, you must naturally expect
that they will want more per head of rail-
way traffic than -will the people living
40 or 50 miles from the port. So the
inference that the hon. member drew was
not correct. I hope that as the hon.
member attains age and parliamentary
experience, he will speak in this Rouse
with that discretion which all par-
liamneutarisus obtain by being in this
Chamber, and that he will not make such
rash statements in futurq. I come to the
question of Collie coal, and I hope hen.
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members will bear with me, for it is not
a pleasant subject, and it requires a num-
ber of figures to deal with it properly.
The member for Cool gardie based his
assertion that the Collie coal industry
had lost to the State some £2277,000 on
a certain report made for the year ended
June, 1901, by the Acting Manager at
that date, the Chief Traffic Manager now,
Mr. J. T. Short. That report is a matter
for alarm, if you accept it in its entirety
as printed. I will draw attention to the
fact that Mr. Short, in commenting on
the year's work do-ne on the railways,
proved by certain figures and a certain
method of calculation that the country
had lost through using Collie coal in
revenue some £47,42C, because the
rolling-stock which had been used to
haul that Coal from Collie to rerth
and from Perth a distance of 190
miles to the Eastern Goldfields might
have been earning revenue in the general
traffic. Why this distance of 190 miles
was taken I do not know. Mr' Short
estimated that the increased coat in
working expenses, if on his calculation
Newcastle coal were used, would be
£8,597, the difference being an absolute
loss to the country. The hon. menmber
took this matter uip on that basis, and
ho stated that he had calculated the
remaininig years up to 1904 on the same
basis, and he made out in consequence of
his calculation that the sumn of £ 277,000
had been absolutely squandered and lost
to this State. In fact he went so far as
to say that had the whole of the output
of the Collie mines been burnt at the
pit's mouth, the country would have been
in pocket some thirty oddthousand pounds.
If I can prove that the figures which Mr.
Short used as the foundation of his cal-
culation, if I prove that the basis of his
calculation is wrong, then naturally I
uipset the whole of the hon. member's
apple-cart, I destroy his whole conten-
tion; and the thousand hours he took to
prepare his voluminous figures have been
so much waste of time.

DRn. ELLIS: Then Mr. Short must be
wrong too.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Let me direct
attention to this fact, that the power
required depends upon the duty to be
performed. It is not a question of carry-
ing an empty train. You cannot base
your whole contention on the cost or the

I quantity of coal consumed per train mile
1of your railway system, though that is
the basis of Mr. Short's calculation. You
must also consider the load that is catrried,
or your calculation will he worthless.
The load is not taken into consideration
when the train mileage is put, in the

Ireturns. I do not claim that my figures
will be absolutely accurate, hut I do claim
to have had some knowledge of figures in
my past career, and I say that so far as
general application goes they will be found
to be pretty well as accurate as you can
get them You may have a train that
will give a, better efficiency if fully loaded
than if half loaded, in regard to coal
consumption; the condition your locomo-
tive and roll ing-stock is in when the duty
is performed will also have a, good deal
to do with it; we. know that grades and
curves are a very important point; and I

Iknow that the practical knowledge which
the firemen have ina using the fuel
will tend to extravagance or economy
in the manipulation of that fuel. But

aatfromn this question, which of
coreIexcept in my argument, we must

come back to the one contention that
Ias the unit of power or the horse-
power means to lift a certain given weight
33,000 pounds one foot in one minute,
yon must take into vital consideration
the load that the train carries as well as
the train mileage ruin. So far as the
value of fuel is concerned, that is
registered by what is known as the
British thermal unite, which is the hett
power necessary to raise a pound of
water from a certain degree to one degree
higher, viz., from 50 to 5I* F.; and the
value of fuel is all based on the calorific
value, which means the heat value. The
calorific value of Collie coal is necessarily
under that of New South Wales coal,
which is bituminous. It is from two
thousand to three thousanid British
thermal units less in caloric value than

iNewcastle coal. I believe the Newcastle
coal which is now being used on our
railway system goes about thirteen thou-
sand British thermal units, sometimes.
under or over; and I know that Collie
coal goes from nine thousand to eleven
thousand units, and I think the last test
was about ten thousand units, which may
be taken as an average. You have a
direct proportion of value, that as 10 is to
13, so is the value of the fuel.
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DR. ELLIS: How many does the Com-
missioner of Railways insist on?

MR. FRANK WILSONt I think it is
eleven thousand, but he cannot get it. To
return to the figures in the Railway
Report, I maintain that Mr. Short was
wrong in his first figures used as a basis
of his other calculation. He bases his
calculation on the year 1897-8, and he
works out his fuel consumption on
3,613,000 train miles at 40'87 pounds
per train mile, this being for the
last year in which Newcastle coal was
used exclusively. In the year 1898-9
we find the department began to use a
little Collie coal; and to show at once
the absurdity of Mr. Short's calculation
which he uses later on, that is the 41
pounds per train mile, let mie point out
that in 1898-9, which the member for
Coolgardie has followed, it took 44-52
pounds of Newcastle coal in addition to
eight pounds of Collie coal per train
mile; so from the calculations upon wh ich
lie has based the charge, the absurd
deduction is made that it required four
and a-half pounds of Newcastle coal to
burn the eight pounds of Collie coal used
per train wile in that year on that system.
I hope hion, members can follow me in this.
When we come to the next year 1899-1900,
and to the year under review 1900-1901,
if we take away from the Collie coal used
the difference between 10 and 13, say
one-third for argument's sake, and add it
to bring the figure down to the value of
Newcastle coal. to the Newcastle coal
actually used per train mile, we come
back pretty well to the figures 1 shall
give as the most accurate figures we can
expect in connection with this industry. I
do not need to repeat the whole detail of
this clause ; it would weary hon, members
who can read it at their leisure; but I
propose to read my figures as I have
calculated them, so that members can
make a comparison. Basing, therefore,
the consumption of coal used in our
railway system on the actual tonnage
carried and not on the train mileage,
which as I have said is simply the dis-
tance ru n by a train whether it is loaded,
empty, or half-loaded, it mattering not as
long as the engine has carriages attached
and runs so iminy miles-

DR. ELLIS: Have you the ton mileage ?
MR. FRANK WILSON: I have.
Da. ELLIS:- What from?

MR. FRANK WILSON: I have worked
it out myself.

DR. ELLIS: You are very clever.
Mn. FRANK WILSON: You may

admit that by-and-by. In 1897-8 I find
in reference to this report, which the hon,
member has not digested although he has
spent years inperusingihe subject, though
he said that no other bon. member except
the member for Dundas, who was asleep
at the time, had perused it, we carried on
the railways 5,670,000 passengers and
1,204,000 tons of goods. If we base the
weight of the passengers and the luggage
at 2cwt.-[Interjection by DR. ELLIS]-
you can make it Scwt. if you like-we
find in that year that Newcastle coal was
used to the extent of 1,771,000 tons over
our railway system for 3,614,000 train
miles, representing a load per train mile of
-46 tens, with a consumption of New-
castle coal per train mile of 40-87lbs. at a
cost of 4137d. per train mile. In the
year 1900-1901 we carried 6,828,000
passengers and 1,720,000 tons of goods.
Averaging the passengers into tonnage
in &he same ratio, we have that
year a total tonnage carried of 2,402,000
tons over a train mileage of 4,126,000
miles, and this, worki ng it out proportion-
ately, gives us -58 tons per train mile,
with an estimated consumption of New-
castle coal in proportion of tons per train
mile as before of 5l,70l1bs., at a cost to
the country of 7-13d. with Newcastle
coal only against 5-48 by using mixed
coal according to Mr. Short's report.
We carried a heavier load over our
system, and therefore consumed more
coal; and the whole basis of Mr. Short's
report and calculation, based upon
4Ot87lbs. of coal per train mile con-
sumed, is wrong. the consumption would
have been 51 7lbs. per train mile. Using
Mr. Short's own language, and basing
the comparison on my computation of
51 '7lbs. of Newcastle coal, it is found
that it would have required 99,712 tons
of Newcastle coal, and not 78,826 tons as
mentioned in the report, exclusively to
work the 4,320,231 train milei, which
would have been given for the year
1900-1901 according to the mileage comn-
putation table in force prior to 1st July,
1900, as against 121,603 tons of ixed
coal which were actually used. The
cost thereof at the 1900-1901 aver-
age price of 25s. 9d. per ton would

9
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have amounted to £128,379 4s., and not
£9101 .488, as against the sum of £92,891
actually paid for Oollie and 'Newcastle
mixed coal, showing a saving by using
the mixture of £35,488, and not of only
£8,597 as shown in the report. Now
using Mr. Shorts argument that, had the
departmaent in 1900-19OI used Newcastle
coal exclusively, it would have saved the
hatulage of the greater part of 85,562
tons of Collie coal which were used in
that year, a, distance of 124 miles froma
Collie to Perth:- then on my contention
that it would have required 99,712 tons
of Newcastle coal, instead of 78,826 as
given in the report, the department
would have handled 21.899 tons less of
fuel than was the case and not 42,777
less according to the report. Therefore,
for the sake of argument, allowing Mr.
Short's contention that the trucks, etc.,
engaged in hauling this 21,891 tons of
extra fuel an average distance of 190
miles from Perth to the various depo'ts
could have been used for otber purposes
and earned 10s. 10d. per ton, the add ition
to revenue would be £.11,857 and not
£923,170 as mentioned in the report. As
most of the Collie coal in the summer
months is used on the metropolitan-
suburban and South-West lines, these
figures should very materially be reduced.
If I allow, for a moment, for the sake of
argument, the far-fetched contention
that a, farther stun of £24,250 would
have been earned had the department not
carried the estimated 60,000 tons out. of
80,000 tons of Collie coal usied a distance
of 124 miles to be subsequently dis-
patched to the depbts, we get a gross
extra, revenue of £36,107 against an
increased cost of £85,488 in working ex-
penses by using Newcastle coat exclusively.
In other words, the using of Newcastle
coal exclusively and the using of the
mixture come to practically the same
thing. Now I want to deal with the con-
tention that the department could have
earned a certain sum of money in using
trucks in general traffic that were other-
wise used in hauling Collie coal. This con-
tention I cannot admit for one moment.
The department has taken into calcula-
tion first of all that the trucks could
have earned haulage over 190 miles from
Perth outwards to the dep~ts at 10s. 10d.
per ton, and secondly over 124 miles from
Collie to Perth at 8s. Id. per ton. I say

that the only fair basis of comparison is
to take the actual nett cost of hauling
tbe coal, if we take it at all. The rate in
force at the time this report was made
was -Id. per ton per mile; and as the
working expenses of the railways then
and since have amounted to about 80 per
cent. of the gross revenue, I think it is
fair to assume that the actual cost of
hauling that mineral was four-fifths of
the above rate of 0d. per mile. Then tbe
figures would be-

DR. ELLIS: It costs more than a half-
penny, and you know it.

MR. F. WIL SON:- On the floor of the
Assemibly in the old House where we
used to meet several years ago this ques-
tion was dehated and threshed :)at. I
then challenged the Government in. power
to show that it cost more than a half -
penny per mile to haul cool, and they
could not show it. I defy them a-gain to
do it.

MR. Txfonxs: A return was placed
on the table of the House.

Ma. FRA&K WILSON: lam prepared
to repeat the offer I made on that occasion
to take over the South-Western Railway
and run it at the rates prevailing at that
time and make it pay handsomely, make
it pay the interest on cost of construction
and maintenance and at sinking fund, and
get a, hiandsome profit. besides. The
Midland Railway Go. to-day will be
glad to carry all the coal we can offer
them at considerably less than ' d. per
ton per mile. I do not think members
will dispute the pioint that it is only the
actnaleostof hauling the coalwhkch should
be debited "ginst it, if anything. Then we
find that 60,000 tons of Collie coal were
hauled-124 miles from Oollila to Perth,
and we get £12,375. We find that
21,891 tons of Collie coal were hauled
from Perth to the dep~ts, the differ-
ence between the extra consumption of
the mixed coal and the Newastle ex-
elusively, would cost.£6,932, showing that
the nett extra cost of hauling and dis-
tributing and using mixed coal was
£219,307, if we admit all their arguments,
which I do not. If we set this off
against the saving of £35,488 which I
have proved to this House, we have a
balance for the year 1900-1901 of £ 16,181
saved to the State through using the
local fuel. If that is so, and I contend
that it is, the bon. member's whole con-
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tention tumbles down with a terrible
thud. Instead of condemning that in-
dustry which at present means the liveli-
hood and subsistence of 2,000 peopl& *he
would do well to recognise that the
Government have had enormous benefit
through having reduced the price of the
imported article. It is an industry that
needs the Government's attention and
support in the future as it has in the
past.' Let me follow m7 argument a.
little farther. If it is fair to calculate
for one moment what a truck should have
earnied had it not be used for the carriage
of Collie coal, and if it is fair to say that
that truck couild have earned tonnage that
it could have carried at mineral rates, is it
not fair to say that the truck could have
carried the highest class of goods at
third-class rates ? Why does tbe General
Manager stop at mineral ratesP Why
not go to third-class rates P "ilf ifs
and ains were pats and pans, there would
be no trade for the tinker; " and the
General Manager has given us here a mass
of " ifs's on which the country and the
House are asked to condemn this industry
Take the figures calculated on the "1if."
If the coal1 had been distributed on an
aiverage distance of 190 miles-21,891
tons excess coal-and if the trucks used
to distribute that coal had been used to
carry freight at third-class rates, viz.
£4 l3s. 2d., the State would have gained
roughly £101,975. If the trncks which
conveyed Collie coal from Collie to Perth
-124 miles-had been used in carrying
third-class rate goods at £8 4s. 7d., then
the country would have gained X199,750.
If this "1if " had taken place there would
have been an increase in revenue of
£2295,000 against a saving in working
cost which I have proved of £285,000.
That shows the ahsurdity of the whole
contention. I appeal to members to go
into the matter fully themselves by the
aid of thle figures that are at their
disposal. I do not profess to be infallible
but T profess to be able to do division,
subtraction, itnd ordinary proportion
sums, and I defy anyone, including the
whole staff of the Railway Department. to
show that my calculations and computa-
tions arc not very much fairer than those
Mr. Short adopted in the report on which
the charge of the hon. member has been
based. I do not say my figures are
absolutely correct. I gave the reasons

when I commenced my speech. But I
do maintain that it is a disgrace to the
country and to the House to have a
member come here and cry down the
country and cry down a great national
industry on which so many depend for
subsistence, Let me drive this matter
home farther and refer the hon. member
to a fact that has also missed his atten-
tion. Mr. Short in his report for 1901
makes the railways show an enormous
loss to the country by using native coal.
I have shown he has based his figures on
a wrong foundation, and I believe Mr.
Short. also found that out very shortly
after he published h is report.

DR. ELLIS: I am not responsible for
that.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: You are
responsible for not understanding what
you read. Take the report for the year
succeeding this one, that for the year
1902. Mr. Short is still Acting General
Manager and signs it. What does he
say on the question? If he had found
something of this nature detrimental to
the best interests of the country which
ought to have been stopped, should he
not have carried on his comparison into
the next year's report? Certainly he
should. Re says in the next year's
report:-

COLLIE COA.-I have not, on this occasion,
included the figures. with regard to the train
mileage results as given in previ Lous years. for
the reason that it has, at certain seasons of
the year. been found necessary to work
through agricultural districts solely with the
'hard coal; and also in view of the fact that,
to save excessive haulage, the Northern system
and the Great Southern lines are worked with
Newcastle coal, delivered at the nearest ports,
via. Gersldton and Albany. These facts tend
to destroy the value of the comparison as
regards the results given by the mixture with
those of previous years, and therefore, though
to a certain extent of general interest, they
are liable to mislea.

Very liable to mfislead, as I have shown.
Mr, Short evidently saw his error, or why
should he not be able to make a com-
parison this year ? In the year under re-
view they used 19 -75 pounds of Newcastle
coal per train wile and 46-75 of Collie
coat per train mile; yet he advances his
argument that these figures are likely to
miislead; that a larger proportion of hard
coal had to be used in agricultural dis-
tricts and on the Northern. end. Great
Southern Railways from Albany to
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Geraldton. If he can make a comparison
in 1901, there was no reason on earth why
he should not make a comparison in 1902.
Mr. Short found that he had discovered a
mare's nest. He felt that he had made a
mistake, he knew that his calculations
were based on a wrong foundation, and
he did not follow the matter up. He
actually acknowledges that if be had done
so the figures would have been likely to
mislead. Take the next year's report
when Mr. George, the present Commis-
sioner, came into office.

Mn. TuomAs; What year is that?
MR. FRANK WILSON: ItVis. 1903.

What does Mr. George say about itP
COLLIE COAL.-The return hereunder gives

particulars of the consumption of fuel during
1902-3, and previous years since the introduc-
tion of the use of native coal.

That is all Mr. George says about it. He
knows full well thiat his subordinate
officers' figures were wrong, therefore Ike

refrains from comment on the subject at
all.

MEMBER: Mr. Commissioner George
knows -nothing at all about it.

Ms. TnioxAs: The Collie-Karrogin
line was before the country then.

THE PREMIER: It is before the coun-
try now; it has not been built.

MR. THOMAS: You have a mnidate to
top it now.

Mnm. FRANK WILSON: We have to
consider the question as it affects the
companies employed; more especially I
think ought we to consider the effect on
the people who reside in that district.
I do not wrish to plead in the House for
any compmnyr or any syndicate, and I
I hope I shall never do so. I will
defend an individual, and I will defend
any institution or company attacked
wrongfually, but I do not want to plead
for any company or any individual; yet
I say that this industry has been the
subject of much abuse and a terrible
amount of prejudice; not only has

prejudice existed in the minds. of mem-
bers, but it permeates the whole railway
system from the chief down to the lowest
man in the service. Farther than that
it exists on the goldields and in far-away
Centres. It exists to a very great extent
through the constant attacks made
against Collie coil in the minds of the
residents of the coastal districts.

THE PREMIER: YOU must excuse the
goldfields: they only hear one side of any
question.

LAMOuR MEMBER: That is the right
side.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: They are
hearing the right side on this occasion.
The matter is a serious one. It means
that, if nothing else, we would have to
consider this aspect of the question (if
figures given were proved to be true), that
we have '2,000 people in the Collie town-
site; we have about 400 hands employed
-not all employed at present, some
being on strike-there is property to the
value of at leatst, I presume, a quarter
of a million in the township of Collie, if
not more, and certainly a couple of
hundred thousand pounds has been
invested in the various mines. Are the
men to be thrown out of work and the
industry closed down when these men
are earning a livelihood for themselves
and their families?

Ms. TuoxAs: What about Esperance
and Norseman F

MR. FRANK WILSON: We do not
propose to close Esperance or Norseman
down. We shall have these men thrown

out of employment. Are they not to be
considered, and have we not to consider
the revenue of the country which would
suffer pretty considerably ? I want to
point out that it will affect the country
to this extent: Crown lands have been
sold in that district to the value of
£212,478;, that the 1901 census shows
that there are 1,713 people living at
Collie; these people represent an annual
revenue to the State of £926,594; they
represent an annual trade, taking it per
capita, of £132,329; and the ratable
value of the property in Collie is £-11,000,
the capital value, as I have said, king
at least a quarter of a million. The
actual capital sunk in the various mines
for equipment must amount to.£200,000.
[MEMBER: Does not the same apply to
every district?] The same argument
applies to any district in any centre of
the country. We have a large sum of
money expended in connection with the
construction of the railway from Bruns-
wick Junction to Collie and farther on
to the Cardiff mine. All this is to be
sacrificed because of the prejudice of
certain members.
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MR. THOMAS:- Not prejudice, know-
ledge.

Mat. FRANK WILSON: The question
naturally arises, if the industry is to be
closed down, which will close the Collie
district and townsite, what is going to
become of the miners working in that
district at tho present time-at least
some of them, others are on strike ?
Members must agree that coal-wining is
a peculiar calling. A coal-miner does
not wander about taking up odd jobs,
and if we were justified in abandoning
that industry, 90 per cent. of the coal-
miners. would have to find their way to
other States where the coat industry is
carried on.

MR. THoMAs: Rot!
MR. FRANK WILSON: The hon.

member uses a very unparliamentary
epesion, which I think be ought to be
caldupon to withdraw.

Mat. THOMAS: Rot!
Mn. FRANK 'WILSON: He has

repeated it. Is the hon. member in order
in using the term " rot " to me?

Tar SpE@AKER: I think the expression
is hardly out of order; still it is one that
should not be used in the Chamber.

Ma. FRANK WILSON: I thought
the hon. membcr would bear that in
mind when I was speaking, that the
expression should not be used, and as it
should not be Used, I reckoned it was not
in order. These people, I contend, would
have to leave that district, and would not
settle in any other district of Western
Australia. We would lose the population
to the State. In addition to that, we
would lose the annual rentals and annual
incomes. A sum of £9,000 is raised on
leases surrounding the Collie.

Ma. MORAN: YOU are making the
best protectionist speech I have heard
for some time. I thought you were a
freetrader ?

Ma. FRANK WILSON : Possibly.
We would lose the annual income from
districts surrounding the railway, and in
addition to that we would lose the rentals
on our leases and the royalties an coat,
which amount to no inconsiderable sum.

Dx. ELtis: How miuch ?
Mu. FRANK WILSON; I will tell you

how much. So far as the company with
which Iam connected isconcernud, we paid
£860 royalty for six months; £269 under
the Workers' Compensation Act; and £91

to the Trustees Accident Relief Fund.
We paid in rental amounting to £211 in
six month s; so that we paid at the rate of
£2,200 per annum in direct hard cash to
the Mines Department in royalties and
rental only, and in addition io that we
have to pay something like £650 to £,700.
[MEMBER: The miner pays for the
royalty.] The miner does not. If you
take the operations of this company for
the last six months, they resulted in a,
loss. The output of the Proprietary
mine for the last six months came to
26,203 tons gross, which realised the
average price of 9s. 8-66d. per ton, and it
cost an average price of 10s. -86d. per ton.
The loss was 4-19d. per ton, or £769.
flow can the hon. member say that the
miners contributed those royalties when
the miners did not even contribute suffi-
cient to pay the cost of productionP

MR. THOMAs:. Nationalise the industry.
Ma. FRANK WILSON: Certainly,

nationalise it by all1 means;- but take
over the whole industry; make a mon-
opoly of it for the State. Do not be
competing with your own fellow citizens
and drive them into the Bankruptcy
Court. I was surprised to notice that no
mention was made by the member for the
Collie (Mr. Henshaw) in connection with
this very important subject with reference
to those outside the Government who use
this coal. One would naturally suppose
that if it were such a bad coal, that
if it were losing revenue to this State
on the railway system to the alarm-
ing extent some members would have
us believe, private consumers would drop
it immediately; but I should like to
point out that we have private firmas like
the Swan Brewery using Collie coal; we
have the Royal Mint using nothing but
Collie coal, of course in a small degree,
and Major Campbell tells me that they
save very considerably by using Collie
coal. -The Perth Gas Company uses
nothing but Collie coal, and on the Perth
Tramway system nothing but Collie coal
is used. The Smelting Works at
Fremantle use a certain proportion of it.
For some purposes I admit the Newcastle
coal is cheaper than the Collie coal, but
for general steaming purposes you have
an article which would beat any other
article hands down. I am surprised to
see that the member for Perth (Mr.
Brown) in his speech had the audacity to
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make Some Scathing remarks in regard to
this fuel in relation to the Metropolitan
Waterworkrs Board. He said he had
had considerable experience of the coal in
connection with such institutions as the
hospital and the Water Works, that he
had found it was absolutely impossible to
use the Collie coal, and that it could not
be compared with Newcastle; also that
in some cases wood nos being used and
giving better results. He asserted it was
impossible to use Collie coal in connection
with the pumping station for the Water-
works Board. They had been using
Collie coal for the last three years pnior
to last year, when the member for Perth
joined the board. They used Collie coal
and nothing else for three years.

Mn. MoRnsi': What do you infer
from it?

MR. FRANK WILSON: I infer that
the member for Perth is in absolute
error and does not understand what he
is talking about. The member for Perth
said it was absolutely impossible to use
Collie coal in connection with the pumping
station.

MR. BAR-r BROWN: You would
make them take it at per ton at the
Collie. That is tbe great reason why we
would not take it.

Ms. FRANK WILSON: I should
like to have had that explanation. The
bald statement is that he found it was
absolutely impossible to use Collie coal.
If that is not a correct statement of what
the bon. member said, I shall leave it
alone, but I think he ought to take the
first opportunity of contradicting this
statement which has gone forth to the
people of Western Australia, as the
opinion of a gentleman so strongly
respected in Perth and in tbe country as
the hon. member, Mr. Harry Brown.
[MEMBER: He says it would cost less to
use wood.] The report is that the
hon, member said it was absolutely iim-
possible to use Collie coal at the pump-
inig station. I hope he will contradict
that.

MR. HARRY Enows : As against
wood.

Mna. FRANK WILSON: I say that
the pumping station has been using no-
thing but Comle coal for three years to
my knowledge, and r go farther and say,
that the responsible officers have had
several tests, and at least two of the tests

of which I have the record show that
Collie coal was superior to Newcastle
coal and superior to firewood. Here is
the test. It says :-The cost of lifting
1,000 gallons of water at the Causeway
pumping station was: Comle coal, Id.
from one mine, and l-Old. another. Fire.
wood cost 1-03d. per 1,000 gallons.
[Interject-ion.] Newcastle coal cost 2d.,
I think it was. Either those figures are
all wrong or the hon. member was wrong
in his contention and statement. This
is a. report of the responsible officers,
the engineering staff of the Metropolitan
Waterworks Board. Some other teats
were made under a Government officer
which proved at- any rate to their satis-
faction that the coal was superior for all
purposes to 'the imported article. If
that be so, why should we be crying down
this industry? Why should we not do
our level best to support it, and farther-
more is it not our duty, even if it does
lose a little, in the interests of the people
who subsist upon the industry, if not in
the interests of tbose who have invested
their capital in it, to extend to the in-
dustry some measure of generosity, at
say rate a similar measure of generosity
to that which we extended to the gold-
fields people? The Coolgardie Water
Scheme has been carried out on the credi t
of the whole of the State. It is working
to-day at an annual loss of a good many
thousand pounds.

Mni. TuoxAs: £4,00.
MEMBECR: £60,000.
Mia. FRANWK WILSON: I am talking

about the working expenses. Every man
who contributes towards the taxation
and the revenue of Western A ustralia is
bearing a portion of that amount of
£60,000, and we do not begrudge it. We
recognise that the goldfields have been
the mainstay of Western Australia in
the past. We hope they will continue to
be the mainstay of this great country in
the future, and anything the residents in
the coastal districts can do to foster, to
conserve, to assist the goldfields people in
the development of that great national
industry, the gold mining industry, Will
be done. That industry will receive the
hearty, fullest, and most generous support
of the people of the coastal districts. I
am sick of hearing this jealousy between
the goldfields and the coast. I can assure
members it does not exist except in the
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fevered imagination of members like my
friend the member for Coolgardie (Dr.
Ellis). He and his Press are never con-
tent ex-cept when fostering some grievance
as between the goldfields and the coast.
Surely our future is wrapped up altogether
with the goldflelds. The producers of
the South-Western District which I have
the honour to represent, the owners of
the great timber areas, the timber mills
I have been connected with in the past
but which I do not belong to at the
present time-all these industries, the
pastoral industry, and tbe fruit-producing
industry, depend and have depended in
the past upon our vast population on the
goldfields; and we would be blind indeed
to the interests of the people of this State
and to our own interests if we for one
moment neglected anything which we
could justly grant the goldfields in order
to advance their prosperity. 'May I
suggest, as I have not finished, that we
Wayv adjourn nw.

At 6-27, the SPEAKE left the Chair.
At 7830, Chair resumed.

31.. FRANK WILSON (continuing):
I was dealing rather fully with the
question of the Collie coal industry, and
had practically concluded my arguments
to prove, I hope conclusively to this
House, that the conclusions arrived at by
the member for Coolgardie were abso-
lutely erroneous and unfair to a great
national industry. I think I have proved
pretty concelusively that the bases of his
calculations were wrong; and I do not
blame him, he not being a man of figures,
in cowing to wrong conclusions based on
such wr.ong calculations. I hope I have
proved it to the satisfaction of the House.
I have farther shown, to some extent,
that this industry is of national import-
ance, that it contributes a large sum of
money annually to the revenue, that the
countjry is deriving a considerable sum
of mnoncy from the sales of public land in
that district, and farther that the
country is deriving a very considerable
proportion of its annual trade from those
who live in the Collie district. If these
things all be cousidered-asnd I defy con-
tradiction-surely the least we can expect
is that some consideration may he given
to the people that live at Collie. Surely
we can expect that the men and their

wives and children shall receive, at any
rate, fair consideration at the hands of
this House and at the hands of what-
ever Government may be in. power.

MR. Taozt~s: That applies to everyone.
MR. FRANK WILSON : It applies to

everyone. Most undoubtedly it applies
to every district; but where is there a
district in the whole State of Western
Australia, which has been so maligned,
so run down by prejudiced officers as the
Collie district F

MEL. Taox~s:- My own district, infin-
itely more.

14R. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member's own district!1 Infinitely more i
Because the House would not pass9 the
railway estension to Norseman!1 We
do not ask for at railway extension as far
as Collie is concerned.

MR. TH~oxAs: You have got it.
MR. FRANK WILSON: I ask that

the question of the quality of Collie coal
shall receive fair treatment by an inde-
pendent board of advisers to th Govern-
ment. Let us have expert advice on this
question. I demand for it, in the interests
of the State, a fair trial. I do not want
to have a trial trammelled by the pre-
judices of civil servants or railway autho-
rities, men that have made up their
minds to condemn it, but a fair trial by
outside experts, by people who under-
stand the subject; and I would suggest
for the consideration of the Government
th at a. Commission be a ppointed composed
of three experts, all outside of any
departmental influence. One should be
nominated by those who have invested
their money in this industry; another by
the great consuming department -to be
chosen by the railway authorities; the
third I should leave to the nomination of
the Governor-in-Council, Let these gen-
tlemen make trials of this fuel. If
they find, after exhaustive tests and
trials, that the fuel is not fit to be used,
as the hon. member has stated, then
condemn it; say no more about it;
and let us understand where we are,
But if they find, as I contend, that it is
a useful fuel-and if it were not useful
it would not be running our locomotives
to-day-then I say, by all means let it
have that just consideration at the hands
of this Parliament which every national
industry deserves, And in considering
that a-spect of the question let members
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bear in mind that imported coal to-day is
15s. per ton c~if. at Fremantle. If we
close down our Collie mines, imported
coal will rapidly rise to X1, perhaps to
25s. or 30s. per ton, as it was prior to the
opening of our mines. In connection
with this point let me remark that I hope
the member for Beverley (Mr. Harper)
has been converted. I am, sorry he is not
now in his place, but he was there during
my previous remarks; and I hope the
figures I gave the House have turned
him ilk favour of this industry. And let
me say that in dealing with th industry
we must also bear in mind that where we
have the cost of production fixed on one
hand by the Arbitration Court and the
selling price fixed on the other hand by
the Commissioner of Railways, those
who run the industry have very little voice
in the matter. They need receive very
little consideration at the hands of this
House; they ask for no consideration.
All they ask for is fair play in the inte-
rests of what I term a national industry.
This brings me to another question of
great moment, and one of the three that I
named in my opening remarks-the ques-
tion of the Arbitration Court and the
Arbitration Act. And I wish to put it
clearly to my friends in Opposition that
I cannot see how the worker is degraded
by the decisions of this court. One hon.
member remarked in his speech that the
workers were degraded by having to
appeal to the court, I understood him to
say-[LABOUR MEMBER: No]-or at all
events by the decisions of the court.
Now I deprecate the base attacks made
upon the honourable Judge who presides
over tjat court.

Mn. HENSuAw (in explanation) : I
stated that the conditions under which
the wealth producers were labouring had
been degraded by some of the decisions of
that court.

Mnz. FLANK WILSON: I for one
do not understaud the expression. If
the hon. member had gone on to prove
what he meant by it, perhaps I could
have followed him. I confess I am at
fault, and do not know what he is driving
at. But I do say this, and J hop with-
out contradiction. Having had a per-
sonal. experience in that Arbitration
Court, having at persoa acuaintance
with the Jug. h preside over the
court, and baving the right to call Mr.

Lobstein, the workers' representative in
that court, a friend, I do not know of
two more honourable men in the whole
of this State to place in such positions.
I have met them day after day in con-
sidering cases; and their imnpartiality,
their fairness, their anxiety to grasp the
details of the cases brought before them,
and to give a fair decision, not in the
interests of worker or employer, but
a decision in the interests of the whole
State, were highly commendable on their
part. And I2 hope hon. members will
resent with me the gross and base attacks
made by representatives of the trade
unions of this State on Mr. Justice
Parker and Mr. Lobstein. If we put
Judges on any bench in this country to
adminkister justice, depend upon it we
shall never get that justice if we permit
them to he terrorised or in any way
intimidated in carrying out their duties.
And why cannot the representatives of
the workers in thisi State abide by the
decisions of a court of their own creation P
A member says they do abide by them.
What P The first and fund amental
principle of the Arbitration Act is that
there shall be no strikes ink Western Aus-
tralia; and we find strikes every day.
[LABOUR MEMBER: Where?] At the
Collie at the the present time is a strike.
[Lxnoun MzmBER: That is a lockout.]
At Yarloop there was a strike the other
day. The men will not abide by the
decisions of the court; they wilt not
agree to refer their disputes to the court.
They prefer to use the brute force which
they think will bring the employers to
their knees.

Lisoun MEmBER: They are not using
it.

MR. FRANK WILSON: The charges
of personal interest against Judge Parker
are absolutely childish;i they are un 1-

paralleled as charges against any court of
law or court of arbitration; and I say
they are unmanly also. To my mind, if
those who lead the workers in these
disputes would consider that the court is
there as a means of settling disputes and
not creating them, and would advise their
union members accordingly, such leaders
would do something to preserve indus-
trial peace in this State. T have to refer
to many cases which to my inind were
frivolous in the extreme, au d which ought
never to have been cited. There was
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nothing in dispute between the employers
and the employees ;but the agitation was
stirred up by some trade official who
wished to make a name for himself and
to show just cause for his existence at
the expense of his fellow-workers. Now
let me advance this hope. If both sides
cannot honourably abide by the decisions
which the court, has given in the past
and will give in the future, then let us
abolish it altogether. Let us repeal the
Act and do away with the court. And if
we are to amend that Act, as I hope it
will be amended in some respects, I trust
the House will be with me when I move
to insert a clause to give the Judges of
that court power to commit for contempt;
and then I venture to say that the unjust
charges levelled at an homourable Judge
and at the workers' representative will
not be repeated. My remarks regarding
the Arbitration Court lead me to the
question of one of the planks of the
Labour platform -elective justices of the
peace. I hope the day will never come
when our justices will be elected by
popular vote. Depend upon it, if that
happens we shall get very little justice
from the bench; and I for one shall
oppose the proposal tooth and nail. I now
come hack to the present political position.
Let msy that much as I dislike part of
the Government policy-I certainly have
announced on the hustings my unhesi-
tating hostility to their State hotel and
State insaurance propositions-much as
I dislike and shall oppose that policy
if they remain in power, still more
do I dislike the policy which the
Labour party put before the country.
I do not want any State hotels or any
State insurance brought in by the leader
of the Labour party, coupled with a
maximum eighit -hours day and with
nationalisation of industries. These pro-
posals are, I believe, against the interests
of any country; and I for one shall not
support them. To take away the liberty
of the individual, to introduce col-
lectivism, community of interests 1 sup-
p)ose, socialism-these are what Labour
members represent, and what they will
attempt to build up a nation on. It is
impossible. It has never been known in
the history of the world; and it will. not
come to pass here in Western Australia.
Take away the right of the individual to
do his best for himself and his family

according to his ability, take away the
incentive to energy and ambition, bring
in restrictive legislation which retards the
natural ambition of the citizen, and you
will retard the progress of the country
and set it back for 50 years. And mark
my words. We shall never have advance-
ment in this country if we adopt the
policy which Labour members advocate.
I admire the stand which the Premier
took as to the State rights of Western
Australia against the Federal Parliament.
I admire the fight he made against the
"common rule; " and in this I have the

sympathy and support of my friends the
Labour party. I admire the fight he put
up for the Transcontinental Railway,
a work which we all agree is necessary
and justly demanded by Western Aus-
tralia; and I may certainly be pardoned
if I compliment the Premier -and I do
it with a full headt-on his statement of
the ease for the Crown in connection
with the vast areas of land locked up by
the Midland Railway company. NSow, if
nothing else is to be placed to the credit
of Mr. James and his colleagues, the
battle he is fighting for his State in con-
nection with these questions is com-
mendable; and I hope that no matter
who succeeds him in power, his successor
will follow up the lines of attack that
Mr. Jam~s has laid down, in order that
Western. Australia may receive her just
rights at the hands of the Federal Gov-
ernment. I hope that the Premier's
remarks with regard to the South-
Western areas of Western Australia will
bear fruit. I know from personal in-
spection-and this does not include only
my own district of Sussex, but the district
of Nelson, the Forrest district represented
by Mr. A. 3. Wilson, and the districts of
Bunbury and Wellington-all those dis-
tricts are well worth the attention of hon.
members. And I hope that whatever
may be done in the way of assisting land
settlement for new corners, we shall
never forget the old settlers who have
been living in that portion of our State
for the last 50 or 60 years. Give them
by all means the same opportunities of
transit, the same facilities as we are so
ready to grant to new comers; and then
we shall find that the South- Western
District-the garden of Western Aus-
tralia-will produce fruit, cereals, and
timber in abundance, far beyond the
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expectations of the most Samnine
member of this House. In this con.
nection let me say that I am absolutely
opposed to the Timber combine for its
treatment of the settlers of my district in
connection with the railway. I fail to
understand what were the grounds of the
compact entered into with the combine
by the Government, when the Govern-
ment provided the rails for re-laying that
railway from Maryvale to the Sarraliwood
timber station. I know that a, lease
exists, and that the terms of the lease are
explicit, providing that the company
shall carry traffic over the railway when
the Government ask them to do so; and
I demand on the floor of this House that
the terms of that lease shall be enforced,
and that the combine shalbe made to work
that railway, and to work its timber leases
or abandon them to those who will do so.
I notice in this connection a letter which
has been published in the South- Western
News, giving the details of the arrange-
meat entered into with the Government,
and I ask the immediate and careful con-
sideration of clause 4 and clause 6 of
that letter. I am very much afraid the
government have committed themselves
to some extent in clause 6. We note the
lease provides that they shall carry traffic
over the line at rates to be approved by
the Government and not more than those
in existence on the Government railways,
yet clause 6 reads;

Should the Combine again use Jarrahwood,
or use the line for timber, it will carry for
public (goods and passengers) on terms, prices
and conditions to be agreed or settled by
Arbitration.
It is a most reprehensible state of affairs,
if the Government have given away the
rights of the country to a combine, and
substituted something- very, different. I
want to know the reason why. I am
determined, as far as I am concerned,
that no trust, no combine, no syndicate
either of capitalists or workers shall
monopolise any large portion of the coun-
try to the detriment of the people at
large. W'e have, as I said before, a
wonderful country cornmitted to our
charge; we have a country which to my
mind is pretty well the richest of the
whole of the States of the great Cornmon-
wealth of Australia, which in its area in-
cludes about one-third of the whole
continent; and I appeal to members that

the duty we have to perform is one
of enormous extent. It will net per-
mit of friction and animosity between
capital and labour if we are to
carr out this trust which has been
handed to our care, in a proper manner,
so that we, when our time is finished,
may consider that we have done well in
the land of our adoption. We miust
work shoulder to shoulder, and hand in
hand. The man who puts money into
the industries of the State should be
equally safeguarded with those who put
their labour into them, and vach should
get a fair return for the capital invested.
I hope this spirit of compromise will be
commenced in the House, and that we
shall endeavour to meet each other by
compromise when we come to a dead-
lock, and that whatever legislation is
introduced it will be legislation that will
uplift the people as a whole and provide
for their well being, and that both
physically, morally, and intellectually
they will be benefited. I say in connec-
tion with this, that the Premier has no
occasion to twit the Labour members for
their position to-day. The hon. member
twitted them for passing from a cross-
bench to &a direct Opposition bench, and
then attempting to get on to the Govern-
ment benches. If I had 22 members
solid behind me in the House, I should
not be long in attempting to capture the
Government benches. I should think it
my absolute duty to attempt to win over
a, sufficient number of the remaining
members to give me a majority to conduct
the business of the c~ountry. I con-
gratulate the member for Stibiaco inas-
much as he has 22 solid and good men
behind him, and apparently he has suffi-
cient other members of the Independent
party who will vote with him. Let the
Labour party take the steps which the
Premier took himself in my time, some
years back, when he, I remiember, was a
free lance on the Opposition benches, and
then he passed into direct Opposition, and
now we find him in possession of the
Treasury bench. Let the Labour mnembers
take the same steps. as is their duty,
although the member for Hannans (Mr.
Nelson) said, i f the9 Pre mier would bring
down the Labour platfdrrn they would not
oppose him, yet in the samne breath said
-the Labour members were returned with a
mandate from the people to turn the
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Government out of office. I say with his
leader, if they can turn the Government
out of office, to do so and take charge.
They have no right to compromise in a
matter of this sort. When the bell rings
I hope the Independent members, in calm
and mature judgment during the few
minutes that will elapse when passing
from. one sidet of the Rouse to another, will
think carefully over the position, before
turning the present Government out of
office, and thaton mature considerationthey
will make up their minds to vote for the
Government and keep them in power, at
any rate for another period. That is
what I intend to do. I cannot see that I
can better things by putting the forces of
the country into the hands of the Labour
representatives. I do not think the
member for Kimberley (Mr. Connor)
thinks so for one moment.

Mn. CONNOR: He is going to vote so.
Mia. FRANK WLSON He is going

to vote on personal spleen.
Ma. CowwNon: Has the member the

right to say that I intend to vote on
personal spleen P

Tnn Snixsn:: The hon. member is
out of order, and must withdraw that
remark.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: I have
pleasure in withdrawing it. As a matter
of fact I did not intend to make it.

MR. Cozon:. As a matter of fact the
boot is on the other foot.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member knows very well that if any
member of the House has occasion to
vote against the Government on personal
spleen, it is myself. He knows very well
that if I, perhaps, gave way to personal
feelings o;r thought about them, I should
vote as lie intends to do; but I do not
intend to do that. I intend to vote with
the Government, because I believe that
the interests of the country would be
better in the hands of the Government
than in the hands of the members in
Opposition. [L&BouR XEMnnia: Why ?]
I do not believe in your principles; I do
not believe in the socialistic tendency of
your aims; I do not believe in the State
control of industries ; I do not believe in
putting dlown an individual who has
built uip the prosperity of the country;
therefore, I intend to vote against the
members who are going to carry out this
platform, and I Would warn the Labour

members that they have to be moderate
in their platform if they wish to carry

1any legislation throughi this Chamber,
with an Opposition wich is going to be

Igreater in numbers than their side, when
they get into power. They have to take
care not to force socialistic legislation on
the House. They must also bear in mind
that unless they are moderate and legis-
late in a, spirit of compromuse, they
are not likely to get much legislation
through the Upper House either. I have
voiced my opinions fearlessly, as I am in
the habit of doing, and I hope they will
commend themselves to some members,
and I shall be delighted if they com.
mnend themselves to some of the Indepen-
dents who have elected to sit on the

iOpposition side. I hope earnestly that
by the aid of the votes of one or two
members on the cross-benches of the
Opposition side, men whose interests and
inclinations and men whose ideals are
not with the Labour members generally,

Ithese members, when the division bell
I rings, will be in favour of the Govern-

went to keep them in power for a
farther term.

THE, TREASURER AND MINISTER
FOR RAILWAYS (Hot). 0. H. Rason):
It will be a physical impossibility for me
to speak at any great length, and I have
no desire either to prolong the debate. I
do not think anything is to be gained by
argument, were I capable to submit the
argument, that should find favour with the
House. I therefore propose only to deal
with a few statements made during the
course of this debate. In the first place,
we have had the hon. member the leader
for the Opposition, who complained some-
what of what he was pleased to call the
prospectus part of the Speech made by
His Excellency the Governor. It is true,
perhaps, that the Speech may have aL
prospectus tendency about it, and after
all I submit that it is a good prospectus.
It speaks of the advancement of the
State, of active material progress in every
direction, and it is absolutely true. I
only hope that when the turn of the hon.
member for Subiaco comes to issue an-
other prospectus to the State, he may be
be able to put forward asl satisfactory a
history as ig done in this one. The first
chairge with which I have anything to do is
the one wade that the cost of adminis-
tration has increased in every depart-
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meut baa increased in every year during
three years; and the hon., member for
Subiaco, when challenged on that point,
went on to sty that later on he would
prove it to beso. I notice the hon. mem.-
ber did not attempt to prove it, and
indeed he was wise not to have done so.
It is wise alwadys not to attempt to prove
that which is impossible of being proved.
The statement made was absolutely with-
out foundation, and so far fromu being
correct, the very reverse is the fact. My
colleague, the Minister for Mines, proved
that to be so in regard to the adminis-
tration of the Mines Department, and I
intend with a few figures to show that it
is so in connection with the Works
Department, the Railway Department
and with the Treasury, the th ree depart-
ments with which I have been concerned.
In the financial year 1901-2, the salaries
of the Works Department amounted to
£78,528; in 1902-8 they amounted. to
£ 75,248 ; and in 1903-4, the year that has
just expired, they amounted to £60,681.
There, instead of an increase in every
year, we see a decrease in every year, a
very marked decrease too. If we take the
Treasury, in 1901-2 the total salanes were
£27,854; in 1902-3 they were £27,214, and
iA1903-4,X7,111. If we take theRailways,
the earnings in 1901-2 were £21,521,429,
and the expenditure £1,256.370;
in 1902-3, the earnings were £21,558,485,
and the expenditure £21,247,873.
In 190:3.4.-these figures are, I say
it for the benefit of the member for
Coolgardie, aproximate-the earnings
were £21,587,892, the expenditure was
X1,217,450; so that either in the Works
Departraent,the Treasury, or the Railways
the administrative cost has been decreas-
ing every one of the three years that this
Government has been in office, I think
that dismisses from members' minds, or
should dism iss from members' minds, the
statement that the cost of administration
has been increased year by year; and I
may add this testimony, as far as the
Works Department is concerned at all
events, that the percentage of cost of
administration to cost of work done is the
lowest of any State in Australasia. I say
that after careful thought, being abso-
lutely sure that the statement is correct
and defying contradiction. The next
statement the Ilaon, member thought fit to
make was in regard to the assistance of

local industries. He complained that this
Government had not assisted local indus-
tries in the way it should have done, and
he gave an instance in regard to the
manufacture of pipes for the Kanowna
water supply. He said this Government
had made a contract for pipes in con nec-
tion with the Ranowna6 supply with a
foreign firm, to save a. few pounds, and I
understood him to say he would have
encouraged that firm, if he had the oppor-
tunity, to the extent of fully 20 per cent.
above foreign cost in order to encourage
local manufacture. [ have at vivid recol-
lection of the hon. member having re-
ferred to the manufacture of pipes locally
before, and in regard to the assistance
which the hon. member was prepared to

gve to the firm who were the lowest
tenerers in relation to these pipes. My

recollection of it is that it was ass ist-
ance such as the firm would very much
rather had not been offered. The lion.
member's assistance took the form of
asking questions whether the czontract
had been let to them at a higher price
than that of other tenderers, whether
there was a minimum wage clause pro-
vided in that contract, whether these
contractors were paying their men the
standard rate of wages, and, in short,
displaying a much greater amount of
anxiety towards the men employed by
the contractors than the contractors
themselves. But what are the facts with
regard to this particular contract ? Let
us see if it was a question of only a few
pounds. The history, briefly, is this,
that we called for tenders for the supply
of pipes; we received tenders for manu-
factuare within, the State and from
without. Those for manufacture without
the State were very much lower than
those within; but so anxious were we to
if possible have the work done locally
that we called for fresh tenders for the
miaufacture in the State only, thinking
perhaps this might lead to some
reduction in the price quoted. But it
was not so, and we had finally to deal
with these figures: the total for the con-
tract accepted was £4,332, and the lowest
tender for local manufacture was £6,947.
The lion. member gave us the margin of
his assistance. I understood him to say
he would have been prepared to go to the
extent of 20 per cent. But the increase
in price rep-resents over 60 per cent. If
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we add the difference. in freight from
Perth to Kalgoorlie it represents over 80
per cent. The very firm who submitted
that tender-these things have all been
gone into before, as the member knows
full well and knew full well when he
made tbat charge that the whole matter
had been thoroughly threshed out-the
very firmn referred toas a local firm admitted
that in the face of these figures the
Government would not have been justified
in giving it the contract. It admitted
that the Government gave it every
reasonable assistance in regard to the
manufacture of pipes locally. Then the
member for Subiaco wound up his speech
by sain that in moving the amendment
lie wihdto leave the Address-in, reply
just as a. usual Address-in-reply, not
expressing any confidence in this Gov-
ernment or want of confidence, in order
that we might carry on as usual. That
is what the hon. member said, but he
knew full well that the amendment which
he moved, however he might describe it,
must be treated as a vote of no confidence.
I can quite understand the bon. member
did not approach the mnoving of that
motion with very great pleasure or very
great confidence, and I admit that the
attack, if one can call it an attack, which
he made on this Government wvas a very
mild one. Indeed rather it seemed to rue
that he wished to disguise his affection.
That is all very -well, but I myself do
not care very much about an affection of
that sort, and I can imagine my friend
the Premier saying to the leader of the
Opposition by-and-by,

"It is all very well to dissemble your love,
But why did you kick me downstairs F "

I can understand 'the hon. member
would have been much better pleased if
either he had had more Labour members
returned to support him, or a few less.
At the present time it seemis to me lie is
suffering from an embarrassment of
riches, and he would have been a great
deal more happy, politically speaking of
course, if lie had just a few less members
or a few more.

MR. 'ONOR~~o: Why did not you stay
there?,

THE TREASURER: I never was
there. (Interjectiou.) On the contrary,
Iain not in the least unhappy. [Mxnn:
You lankit.] We must never judge by
looks. Some people look sensible, but

they do not always prove to be sensible.
(General laughter.) Then we had the
member for Hanuans (Mr. Nelson), who
made a perfectly charming little speech,
good - natured throughout. introducing
some delightful if somewhat novel ideas
on matrimony, which I hope the member
for Brown Hill (Mr, Bath) will not
adopt, or I am afraid his newly-married
life will not be so happy as I am sure
every member of this House wishes it to
be. [ME2MBERS: Hear, hear.] The
member for Hannans said the people of
this State have declared, indirectly
declared, against the present Government
because, accepting the bon. member's
statement, the programme of the Govern-
ment was too moderate. I wish the
Rouse to remember that authoritattive
statement. Because the programme of
the Government was too moderate we are
to be turned out of office ; the Labour
party are to accept office; and then I
presume they will hardly have the
audacity to adopt a policy which they
have declared is too moderate, and for
introducing which they turn us out of
office. They will be bound, I take it, to
introduce a more violent policy, a more
extreme policy, a more socialistic policy.
a more communistic policy, or, I will not
bandy words, a policy which will meet the
demands of every member of the Labour
party. If that is so, can we hope to find
the members of the Independent party
-who I understand when the division is
given will vote against the Government
because their policy is too strong, is too
democratic-shall we, I ask, find them
giving support to the Labour party who
are bound to introduce a still more violent
policy '? 1 can well understand the posi-
tion of the member for Subiaco is not
altogether a happy one. We can excuse
him if he looks forward to the future
with some degree of fear. I hope those
fears will prove to be not altogether
warranted. I hope if he accepts office, if
the Labour party come into office, that
whilst, they remain there at all events for
the interests of Western Australia their
work may be a success.. [MEM:BER: Kind
of you.] You. will find as time goes on
that I am extremely generous. Then we
have the member for Coolgardie (Dr.
Ellis) with statements regarding which I
trust I may be excused if 1 say I looked
upon them as a lamentation, a tale of
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woe. It seems to me that if the bon,
member is to be believed, Western Aus-
tralia, is on the verge of bankruptcy, that
it is the most unfortunate place for any-
one to reside in, that things are in a very
had condition whichever way we look.
That is the case, if we are to believe the
member for Coolgardie. I should like to
say that even if those statements are true,
there is an old adage which I believe in,
that it is an ill bird which fouls its own
nest;, and I should have thought more
highly of the hon. member than even I
do at the present moment if his first
efforts in this House had been to advance
the interests of Western Australia rather
than to detract therefrom.

DR. ELLIS: Truth at any price.
THE TREASURER:- The member for

Coolgardie tried to prove that we were
going to the bad because of the condition
of the Savings Bank. I have had a
return prepared giving the operations of
the Savings Bank for some ten years
past. I do not wish to intrude the whole
of them upon the time or the House.
The hon. member's argument was that
because the avenage amount dlue to
depositors had decreased, therefore the
country was in a bad condition.

DR. ELLIS: Was not going ahead; not
that it was in a bad condition.

Tyr TREASURER: I the country is
not going ahead it is going back. It
canuot stand still.

DR. ELLIS; The country can stand
still.

Tn: TREASURER: Let us take a6
few of these figures. I will not worry
the House with all of them.

XM.. CosNqox: You were not in office
then.

TnsE TREASURER: I will deal with
some when I was in office. In 1894 the
total population for Western Australia
was 75,880; the number of depositors in
the Savings Bank, 6,310; the balance
due to depositors, £2141,319 10s. id;
the average amount due to each deposi-
tor, £22 7s. lid; the average amount
per head of population, £9117s, 3d. ; and
the percentage of deposits to population
8-31. Tn 1901 the population wan
194,109, of whom 75,868 were females,
the proportion of females for every 100
males being 64-16. Ia 1904 the popula-
tion was 237,977, of whom 95A494 were
females, the proportion of females to

every 100 males being 67-02. So, there.
fore, we see that there was an increase of
25,000 females in the number of popula-
tion, and a total increase of 50,000. The
figures for the Savings Bank deposits in
these years were as follow :-The num-
ber of depositors in 1901 was 39,839;
the amount due to depositors, £1,618,358;
the average amount due to each depositor,
£41 8s. 21d. ; the average amount due per
head of population, £O8 Ils. 3d. ; the
percentage of depositors to population
20-81. In 1904 thenumberof depositors
was .55,877. The balance due to deposi-
tors, £22,029,204; the average amount
due to each depositor £30 6s. 4d.; theIaverage amount due per head of popula-
tion, £8 10s. 6Jsd. So the House will
see that, although we had an increase in
population of 50,000, a6 very great per-
centage of them being females-and we
may take it for granted, therefore, that
it meant an influx of wives and families
of men who were previously residing
here by themselves -the average amount
per head of population, and these are
the figures the hon. member wants to
pay attention to, ina 1901 was £8 I IS. 3d.,
and in 1904 it was X8 10s. 6- d. Howocan
the hon. member tell a tale of despair on
figures which are a magnificent record of
progress in any State, I do not care
whether it is Wesern Australia or any-
where elseF Again, whereas the per-
centage of depositors to the total popu-
lation was 20-81 in 1901, it was 2347
in June of l904 i and the average
amount due per head of population
is higher than either the Comm on-
wealth or Australasia. [D&. ELLIS3:
Quite right.] So, therefore, I think the
figures in regard to the Savings Bank are
not such as need cause us such great
anxiety as the hon. member for Cool-
w-ardie would seem to show. Then that
same hon. member went on to deal with
Treasury figures. I confess I had a, con-
siderable amount of difficulty in following
him. I tried, but I confess I had to

give it up as a failure; and nil that I
could recover fromn the wreck seemed to
be that the Treasury figures had been
"faked," I believe. [DR. ELLIS: No.]
Well, they had been manufactured; and
so also with the railway figures.
[Da. ErLis: The railway figures had
been.] And also the statement in the
prospectus issued by my friend and pre-
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decessor, Mr. Gardiner, was wholly
wrong.

Dxt. ELLIS: NO; no.
THE TREASURER: That is what I

,understood the lion. member to say.
DR, ELLIS: As a personal explanation

I did Dot say the figures were wrong in
any way. I said I could not understand
them, as they were published in two
different amounts by two different depart-
ments of the Government

TE TREASURER: May 1, with all
respect, say that, while it is the duty of
the Treasury and the Railway Depart-
ment to publish figures, and to publish
correct figures, there is nO obligation on
the part of the Treasury or the Railway
Department to supply the ability Co
understand them? [D i. ELLIS: I quite
agree with you.) I understood that the
hon. member complained the House had
been led to believe there was a surplus.
He said that the expenditure for 1904
had been £3,6.9,318, and the revenue
£8,550,016. showing a deficiency of
£2148,800. Of course, different financiers
have different methods; and the method
of the hen. member for Coolgardie might
be to treat the revenue and expendi-
ture of the State in that way. It
would seem, if we are to believe him,
that we Should never bring forward a.
surplus from one year to another, and

p robably therefore we should never bring
forward a deficit either. The bon. mem-
ber, like some others, seems to be annoyed
or to be disappointed because this State
dlid not finish up its financial year with a
deficit. Some people seem to regret it
very umuch; but I am glad indeed myself
for the credit of Western Australia it has
not been so. [Dit. ELLIs: H-ear, hear.]
If the hot- gentleman would only deduct
that apparent deficit this year-the short-
age on the year's transactions, shortage
which was anticipated by Parliament and
which every member of Parliament knew
-was likely to occur-he would find there
is a surplus of X83,000 instead of only a
surplus of £.1,511 16s. 6d. The hon.
member went on to say that the signs of
the times were bad indeed because exports
Other than gold were decreasing-bad
fallen off by a very considerable sum.
[DR. ELLIS. £60,000. It is not much!]
I do not know where the hon. member got
these figures from.

THE MINISTER iFOR LANDS:. He ma~nu-
factu red them.

-Dx. ELLIS: From your own reports.
THE TREASURER: The last statis-

tical return does not show anything of
the sort. If f rom the total exports shown
as £10,824,732 the hon. member deducts
the increased value of the gold export as
between 1903 and 1902, amounting to
£21,049,132, he will find that the total
exports amount to £9,275,600 as against
.90,051,358 for the year before. Instead
of being a falling off, that seems to me,
according to may ideas of arithmetic, to
show an increase; but of coure there may
be Some later method which, according to
the member for Coolgardie, would convert
that increase into a decrease. There may
be sueh a method I confess I am not at
present aware of. If we want any farther
figures to show that Western Australia's
condition is infinitely good-is better, I
submit, bycomparison than any State
of Austrai. of to-day-I should com-
mend the attention of hon. members
to Return 20 put in the last statistical
return to which I haive just referred.
Members will see that in.1901 the value
of the total trade of Western Australia.
was £14,969,794. The vafuie of the total
trade for 1903 was £C17,094,654, showing
an increase of considerably over two
millions in that very brief period. I
understand that thehon.member's figures,
which he gave us in regard to the Railway
and the Treasury methods, were the work
of years. [Dn. ELLIS: A fortnight.] I
am credibly informed that the time ex-
pended on the preparation of these figures
occupied some three years. [DR. ELLIS:
Weeks.] I can well understand it was a
labouruf love. I regretthat "love's labour"
should have been so "l)ost." May I suggest
to the hon. member that, if he will only
take the trouble to study returns and to
look for the whole truth-not only to look
for Something which he thinks may suit
his particular line of argument--he will
find that the railway figures balance with
the figures issued by the Treasury.

DRa. ELLIS;- I am hanged if I saw it!I
THE TREA.SUREKi: Before the hon.

member makes rash and bold statements
to the contrary he should reflect that
there is such a person, such an individul
in this State as an Auditor General whose
duty it is to see that the figures are abso-
utely correct. In regard to the Treasury
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he should remember that the gentleman
who is pe 'rmanently head of the Treasury
(I refer to the Under Treasurer) has been
in the service of Western Australia for
40 years, and has been permanent head of
the Treasury since 1884, and is a gentle-
man deservedly respected, and one whose
opinion is valued and whose work is ac-
knowledged throughout the whole of
Western Australia to he good. Does the
hon. member imagine for a moment that
any Treasurer or any politician could, by
any argument or inducement held out to
such an Under Treasurer as that, have
figures manipulated P I do not know who
is to succeed me in the office of Treasurer;
but whoever does, I hope that he will
never venture to suggest to the 'Under
Treasurer that he has to manipulate
figures. If he does, he will be consider-
ably surprise at the result.

Ms. Cowxfoz: Were you surprisedP
Tn TREASURER:- I never suggested

such a thing. The bon. member (Dr.
Ellis) -was considerably exercised in mind
about the figures in the last loan pro-
spectus issued by Mr Gardiner ; and I
certainly understood hima to say that the
figures as to ratlways and tramways shown
in the prospectus were absolutely wrong.

DR. ELLIS! I did not understand
them.

Tnm TREASURER: If in his opinion
they were absolutely right, I am sure I
do not k-now why be wasted the time of
the House in referring to themn. However,
lie complains that the expenditure shown
on railways and tramwaysa in the pro-
spectus was £98,905,868 Os. 7d. That is
what he complains of.

Dsi. ELLIS:' NO.
THEfi TREASURER: Well, those are

the figures you quoted.
DR. ELLIS: Yes; the quotation is

correct.
Tm TREASURER: I understood that

the hon. member quoted those figures and
complained of their inaccuracy, because
be could not reconcile them with auy
return published by the Treasury.

DaR. ELLIS: The figures I could not
reconcile were £233,862.

Tan TREASURER: Well, I will deal
with these figures first, certainly quoted
by the hon. member, who, if he wanted
an explanation, need only have turned to
the following Statement made by the

Treasurer in this House. In that speech
Mr. Gardiner says.

Return No. 4 shows very clearly the manner
in which we have spent our borrowed money;
and I venture to say without the slightest
fear of contradiction that no Stte in the
Commonwealth can show such a return of
prudent expenditure as is embodied in the
return I am now placing before the Com-
mittee.
Return No. 4 shows the expenditure
upon railways and tramways as being
the amount I have just quoted. Probably
the member for Coolgardaie has forgot-ten
that until last year the cost of raising
the loans, £606,609 2s, lid., had never
been distributed over the works upon
which money had been spent. In Return
No. 4, which I have just quoted, the cost
of raising loan is distributed over the
works upon which the loan moneys were
expended. The Return No. 5, on the
same page, shows the actual amounts
Spent in cash upon the works. The
member for Coolgardie was careful to
say that he had not fallen into a pit,
although with respect I believe he bad.
He had evidently been content to take
Return No. 12, 1 think, issued by the
Treasury on the 24th August, 1903; and
he did noti notice, or did not care to
notice, Return No. 13, also issued by the
Treasury on the 18th September, 1903.

DR. ELLIS: I have Return No. 13 of
the 80th June, 1908.

THE TREASURER: This is Return
No. 13 of the 18th September, 1903.
Knowing the interest the hon. member
takes in figures, 1 shall be happy indeed
to band him that return, which it
appears he has not previously Seen;
and also, to show that I am indeed
generous and wish to make the member
for Coolgardic some return, I should like,
if be will allow me, to present him with
this also. [Voluminous document held
up.] It is a report of the Imperial
Government Railways of Japan; and
it presents figures which must be the
envy and dlespair of every other nation-
ality, T commend them to the atten-
tion of the member for Coolgardie. I
do submit with all respect that however
much we should be sorry to lose his
presence, there is a fine field for his
intellectual capacity in Japan. I should
imagine that.where figures Such as these
are found, and statistics such as these
are available, with sundry other comforts,
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life in Japan should be to the hon. mem-
ber a ream. of perfect bliss. It is true
the bon. member told us repeatedly ho
was not a. railway expert. Personally I
rather find fault with him for that,
because it seemed to me such a super-
fluous remark, and quite unnecessary to
'keep telling the House that which was so
painfully apparent from the very outset
of his speech. The member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Needham) complained that
the Governor's Speech could hardly be
regarded. as satisfactory, because it
contained no reference to the Fremantle
Dock, that being a work which he of
course regarded as of national importance.
I confess that when 1 heard those
familiar words, my heart at once went
out to the hon. member. But when
reference was made to the Fremantle
Harbour Works as having been com-
pleted, surely the bon. member under-
stood that the reference was to the
original Fremantle Harbour scheme,
which scheme did not embrace a dock;
and that is thle scheme to which he
Governor referred in the Speech.

Ms. ANGWIN:- Was not portion of the
loan raised for harbour works, including
a dock ?

THE TREASURER : No. Then we
had more interesting remarks from the
member for Collie (Mr. Henshaw).
Referring to the Collie-Cardiff line, I
understood hint to say that no single
passenger had been carried over it.

X&. HrssnAw tThat isi so.
TnxE TREASURER; It may be so in

the hon. member's imagination, but it is
not so in fact. For a considerable time
past passengers have been carried over
that line. The hon. member's local
'knowledge must be very faulty, or he
would know that the portion of the line
which is declared to he unsafe, and which
the Commissioner of Railways will not
run trains over, was no portion of the
line constructed under the Bill to which
the member referred, but the old portion
built prior to the advent of the present
Government, and included in that Bill
because there had been no Act previously
authorising it.

MR. HENsHAw: I complained. of thie
starting place.

THE TREASURER: But the line
which the hon. member referred to, the
line always known as the Collie-Cardiff

line, the line which that Bill was intro-
duced to authorise, has been certified fit
for traffic, and has been worked for traffic
for some considerable time past; and
passengers are carried over it, yet the
member representing the district does not
know that. Well, he had better study
his district more elosely. Then we had
from the same member complaints made
by the Trades and Labour Council as to
works which. I understood him. to say I
had supervised. Well,I hardly Aid that
while in charge of the Works Depart-
ment. I would submit with all respect
that it is impossible to have a Min-
ister who will be a carpenter, a
bricklayer, a stonemason, a plumber,
and a master of every other trade
on the fae of the earth. I know
of only one member in this House who
could carry on such a multiplicity of
occupations: that is the member for *NLt.
Margaret (Mr. Taylor). Even he would
find a difficulty in spreadinig him sell at
one and the same time over every work
in course of construction in this State
from Wyndham to Eucit. But as to
these particular complaints, complaint
was made that in respect of the Supreme
Court buildings there was some faulty
work; and I was asked to institute
inquiries. I replied that if specific
charges were made I should be glad
indeed to make inquiries. These specific
charges were made, and an outside and
totaly disinterested commission was ap-
pointed to inquire into the truth of these
charges. Whilst the complaints were
being made, I sent word to the Supreme
Court buildings that there was not to be
any attempt to remedy any defects; that
the work was to be allowed to stand
exacetly as it stood then; and in return
for that, what was the charge brought
against me? That I had been so neg-
lectful of my duties as a Minister that I
bad allowed a three months' maintenance
period to elapse before having the work
carried out! That was the reward I1
received from the Trades and Labour
Council for seeing that their complaints
were not prejudiced; that there was no
attempt to hide any defects; that the
defects, if they existed, should be allowed
to remain. But it is true we were urged
repeatedly to hurry on the work of this
commission; we hurried it on; and in the
hurrying the Trades and Labour Council
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committed suicide as to that inquiry,
because, if they had been content to wait
without saying anything until the three
months had expired, then, if there had been
defects, the excuse that was given could not
have been given. The excuse given was:
"We know all about this; there is a
maintenance period during which we cam
call upon the contractor to remedy any
defects there may be"; and so the
Government were absolutely out of court,
in, a great mneasure through the efforts of
the Trades and Labour Council. Now
with regard to the work at the Supreme
Court, everyone knows it was hurried on.
I believe there were some defects; h3ut it
was not the defects which formed the
main charge of the Trades and Labour
Council. I it was not said, it was
insinuated at all events, that in the
course of alterations made in the original
contract, either the contractor benefited
or someone in the service benefited; and
if that commission found nothing else,
the result of its sitting was to show that
there was not the slightest ground even
for insinuating that anyone in the
department or out of it bad benefited by
those alterations. The commission also
found that in regard to the charges made
in respect of the Farliameni House
buildings, the allegations as to faulty
work could not be sustained for a
moment. Then we had the remarks of
the member for Mount Margaret.

THu MINqrsTER POE LANS (Hon. J.
IL Hopkins): You call them "remarks "?

THE TREASURER: It is hardly a
correct description, but it will serve. The
member for Mt. -Margaret made an attack
upon the advertising department. He
complained of the cost of Government
advertising now as compared with the
cost when another gentleman held the
position as advertising mianager. He
says that since the retirement of the late
advertising manager the metropolitan
rress and the small newspapers in the
back country had received an immense
amount of money in advertising, that the
advertising since that gentleman's depar-
ture had run into double or treble what
it would have done under his supervision.
The officer who is in charge of the adver-
tising department at present has prepared
a return, which I have here, showing the
exact cost; what has been spent in
advertising during the five months of the

late advertising manager's administration
and during the five months of the present
-during the same period of the year,
January to May, 1903, as compared With
January to IMly, 1904. An analysis of
the result shows that instead of there
being a great increase in expenditure
there has been a decrease, and there has
been a decrease in the cost of administra-
tion also. The hon. member, I am sorry
to have to say it, does seem to me the
member, above all others, who is always
ready to think evil. He seems to me to
go about with no other object in life than
to damage the reputation, if be can, of
someopie else, to look for what is bad in
man, to rail against authority of any kind,
however constituted. It is true I once
thought the member was going to reform,
I once thought he was going to improve
in this direction, and if the House
will allow me I will tell members
why. I have a, vivid recollection
of thelhon. member on one occasion only
comingin intimaeforprayers, andlthoughit
when I beard him asking to be forgiven
his trespasses as he forgave the tress-
passes of others, that he was going to

Iturn over a new leaf and that we might
expect something better from him; but

my ideas were very soon rudely shattered
because I found directly afterwards the
member's only object in coming so early

Ias he did was in order to move the
adjournment of the House, so 9A to call
attention to the imaginary trespasses of
myself. The hon. member is one of thosie
who fortunately does not possess ability
equal to his desire. We 'have been tldd
that if the Government had only adopted
theprogramme of the Labour party-this
is what we are told by some speakers-
then all would have been well that
we should have received the continued
support and the firm support of every
member of that party. From others we
are told that we stole the Labour party's

i policy. From others we are told that
our policy is altogether too moderate and
therefore we must go out of office. We
were told, if I remember by the member
for Hannaus, that in the cause of Labour
it has been necessaryv for Labour to take
the action that has been taken. That
member gave us a very interesting his-
tory of the Labour movement. He
described to us the lot of the worker
under the tender care of the liberal
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manufacturer and under the tender
care of the eanservativo land owner,
and he told us that neither of these
two elements having suited the worker
he had to turn his particular atten-
tion to one of his own clas, of his
own creed, and of his own aspirations.
That is all very well; bnt may I be allowed
to express my opinion that the lot of the
worker himself has changed but little.
It seems to me that the workers have
only adopted one task-master for another,
and I don Iot whether they have not
secured a harder task-master than the
one they previously had. Politically
certainly they have, because the Labour
master now says, "1You must not think
for yourself, you must have no political
opinion of your own, you must not vote for
the wan you think honestly the best: we
will select your opinions, we will select your
candidates, and it is your bounden duty
to vote for that man and that man only."
If that is political freedom-some people
call it freedom-I should call it slavery,
slavery of the worst kind; and J doubt
very much whether it would not be in-
finitely preferable not to give a man a
franchise at all rather than give it to him
and then interfere with his free exercise
Of it.

Mia. DAGLIsH: Your colleagues say it
is the candidate who is the slave, and not
the worker.

Tag PREsMIRzp: His colleagues can
speak for themselves; don't worry.

THE. TREASURER: I am clearly
expressing my opinion, and if it differs
from that of my colleagues I will be sorry
but I cannot help it. We find this to be
undoubtedly the position, that there has
been a party, a Labour party returned to
this House in greater number than are
the direct supporters of the Government,
but not in sufficient Dumber of them-
selves to count a majority of the House,
not a sufficient number of themselves to
look forward with confidence to be able
to conduct the affairs of the country. We
find another party returned to this House
not to support the Governmwent, if you
please, and certainly not returned to
support the Labour party.

MR. CoaNqon: You do not know.
THE TREASURER:- There can be no

doubt upon that point. What do we find
to be the position to-day P That that
party I understand is going to join forces

for the moment with the Labour party, in
order to turn the Government from office.

MIL. CONNOR: Your chief just now
gave you good advice.

Tnx TREASURER: 1 wish the mem-
ber for Kim berley would not try to make
two speeches, one by way of interjection
and one on his own account, and un-
fortunately I would prefer he should not
speak at all. The position is this, that a
temporary alliance has been effected in order
to eject the present Government, I would
like to point out, in answer to those who
have said that in their opinion it was the
duty of the Government to resign and not
to have met the House at all, that we
ourselves, at all events, have created the
opportunity at the very first moment to
be turned out of office. We came down
and we met Parliament with that deter-
mination, and we imagined it would be
our duty, if we received such support as
would have given us a majority, that we
should be bound to have carried on so
long as we could, The sneers of the
member for Kim berley I can afford to
despise. It is true I admit, fortunately
for my colleagues, that office means for
me a great deal more than it does for my
colleagues; but my chief will hear me
witness that from the first mnomrent my
voice has been in favour of taking the
course adopted and not holding office
under sufferance; at least on that point
I shall be confirmed by my chief and
every one of my colleagues. It would be
cowardly to have resigned. [Ma. CoNon
interjected.] The hon. member seems
to be bent on trying to confuse me. He
will not succeed in it, although I am
speaking under very great difficulty.
Very few words are left for me to say.
The Labour party will come into power;i
they will accept office; there will be no
need for them to import into the office
that cleanliness of which we hear so much.
They will find their house in order and
they will find it clean. I believe they
will try, and sincerely try, to succeed in
keeping it so. If they keep it as clean as
it is now, the country will have no reason
to find fault with them. In regard to
administration I must not speak of my
own work, but surely I utay be allowed
to speak of the work of my colleagues.
If the new Premier finds colleagues who
will work as hard, with an honest deter-
mination to do their duty as my col-
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leagues have done, he will be fortunate. In
regard to the present Premier, if when it
comes to the new Premier's turn, and
come it will, to lay down the reins of
office, he may count himself a happy man
if he can carry with him the same confi-
dence, the same respect, the same aflec-
tion that we have for our preent.Premier.
I cannot congratulate the leader of the
Opposition upon the alliance he has
formed, or on the probable future strength
of that alliance.

MR. DAGLISH: What allianceP
THE TREASURER: The temporary

alliance for the purpose of ejecting the
Government, I understand. If no such
alliance exists, I shall withdraw the
accusation I have made; hut I think the
division will show that some such under-
standing as that has been arrived at. I
do not think the hon. member himself
can look forward to it with any great
deal of confidence, or with any great
amount of pleasure, nor can anyone in
this House regard it as in any degree
likely to be permanent. I thinklImay use
a quotation once used by the late Mr.
Bright in somewhat similar circumstances.
We shall find somne one of the Independent
party, if not all of them, speakin to the
memnbers of the Labour party in this
strai:-

Says Paul, " Though r'm sorry to part,
Yet quarrel we must, my dear Silo;

For your character'Is eailyT lost,
And I've not sufficient for two."

(General applause.)
MR. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas):

During this debate, considerable attention
has been paid to administration and the
general conduct of affairs connected with
the Mines Department. As a mining
man, I think it my duty first of
all to disagree with the member
for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) for
the time nf his attack. Seeing that
there was no mining supporter of the
Government on that side to reply, I
think it would have been more graceful
on the hon. member's part to have decided
to make his attack on the administration
of the Mines Department before the
Minister spoke, in order to give him a.
full chance to reply. I do not think any
member on either side of the House will
fail to give me credit for the fact that at
any rate during the three years of the
last Parliament I was thoroughly out-

spoen in my criticisms. I wai
thOroughly outspoken in my avowec
opposition to the present occupants of th4
Treasury bench, to whom I am opposed
to-day. For that reason I have taker
my seat where 1 have in this House
(Opposition cross-bench). But this I
can say, with all sincerity, that ever since
Mr. Gregory has been Minister for Mince
I have followed his career in that office
and I have had dealings with him as E
member of the House. Personally, in mn3
capanity as a mining man I have not, I
am happy to say, had to go to him foi
anything; but I must say that havin@
travelled throughout the length and
breadth of Western Australia, J havi
heard this expression on every hand, and
I am pleased to give it as an opponent ol
the Government, that at any rate one
Minister has tried during the last three
years to do his duty to every section ol
the community, regardless of himself ot
his office. I think it is only right to say
that as an opponent of his colleagues
and as a political opponent of his also,
During the recent elections 1 noticed in
the Press thal a good deal of capital vae
attempted to be made by the member foi
Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) and by othei
members also, over the fact that the
Minister was the president of the Oh am-
ber of Mines. I know fall well that in
Menziss the member for Mt. Margaret
asked them to be careful when Mr.
Gregory next came before them as a can-
didate for Parliament, to ask him to
explain to them his association with the
Chamber of Mines. I desire to explain
to the Rouse the connection between that
chamber and the Minister. Ever since the
chamber has been in existence its honorary
president has always been the Minister for
Mines for the time being. If the hon.
member had only taken the trouble to
look into the reports of that chamber,
which are always avai1lable to members of
this House, being sent to the House
every month, he would have been fully
seized of the position of affairs.

THE MINisTmz zron MzNus: Vice-
president.

Mua. THOMAS: 'Vice-president. The
hon. member was guilty of a misstate-
ment.

MR. TAYLOR: I am Sorry you Cannot
agree among yourselves.

(ASSEMBLY.] li flh day.



Addrss-n-rply (9AUGsT,190.) ifth day. 243

MR. THOMAS: The Minister is, as
his predecessor was before, elected to the
office of bon. president of that associa-
tion, hiving no voice whatever in its de-
liber ations. If the Minister attempted to
exercise his views in proceedings of their
executive council, he would naturally be
refused, having no standing in that
chamber except in an honorary position;
and I object to unfair opposition to any
one. If I am going to strike a man, I
will attempt to strike him shove the belt,
ur I will leave him alone. What the
bon. member said was entirely incorrect.
Ido not like to say he knew it was incor-
rect, but that be uever took sufficient care
bo find out whether the statement was
.,urrect or not before he gave it utterance,
in order to damage a. political opponent
by bitting him, as I said before, below
the belt.

MR. TA&YLOR: What did I say?
MR. THOMAS: I read what he said

ntme paper. The hon. member was try-
ag to gain votes for a political opponent
)f wine, and the lion, member tried to
)btain votes by innuendoes and insinna-
ions that the hon. gentleman was trying
0 say he was going to hold a, fair band
ietween employer and employee, and at
,be same time occupy the position of
ice-president of the Chamber of Mines,

bnd it was a total impossibility for him
,o give an unbiased and fair judgment
f the two came into collison. I read tbe
Lon. member's remarks, and I think
iveryone else in this House who read
hat statement by the member for Mt.
VJargaret will be forced to agree with
us that my assumption as to his
neaning was correct.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: lHe said
could not do my duty fearlessly to the

'hamber of Mines and my duty to the
nining prospectors and miners.

MR. THOMAS:- I would repeat again
hat the Minister has no more conuec-
ion officially with the Chamber of Mines
han hasB the member for Mt. 'Margaret ;
iid if the member for Mt. Margaret in
he course of a few days is elevated to
he office of Minisiter for Mines, arnd the
onorary position of president of the
Uhmber of Mines is offered to himt, will
e, I ask, refuse itP
MR. TAYLOR: Ho will refuse it point

lank.

IMR. THOMAS: Then you will use
dicourtesy to people who do not deserve
it.

THE SP9AKER: The hon. member must
address the Chair,

MR. THOMAS: I must apologise.
THE SPEAKER: Thje hon. member who

interjects must do his interjecting
through the Chair.

Mn. THOMAS: I think a deal of
credit is due to the Minister for the
appointment of commissions which have
recently been sitting to inquire into
various matters that several of us brought
before this House during last session,
notably the member for Mt. Burges-the
questions of ventilation in our mines,
sanitation in our wines, the improvement
of conditions under -which our men were
working so as to make their lives longer
than had proved to be the case in regard
to men in South Africa under the con-
ditions there. The Minister, and all
credit is due to him, appointed a com-
prehensive commission to deal with the
question of ventilation and sanitation in
our mines; and I am satisfied the out-
come of that inquiry will be to enable
this Parliament to arrive at a proper
decision, and to place upon its statute-
book such regulations as will ensure
better protection to men who are em-
ployed in a hazardous calling. The
Minister also was instrumental, in, view
of an agitation which had been started
in reference to the immigration of Italians
into this country, in appointing a com-
mission to inquire into that question;
and lastly, and all honour is due to himi for
that, he was instrumental in appointing
a commission to inquire into the mining
scandals which had been perpetrated in
the Kalgoorlie market, and which I will
touch upon in a few brief moments.
But before I pass from mining generally
I would like to say one word or so in
reference to public batteries. I have
always 'had arguments with the Minister
for Mines upon the floor on that
matter, and now we are starting a new
Parliament I would like to state that my
opinion is now, as it was before, that the
public batteries are not being run in the
best way to settle the people on the gold-
fields, for whose benefit they have been
put there. I consider the cost of crush-
ing is too high, and that the cost of
cyaiding is too high. (DR. ELLis:
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Hear, hear.] The Minister and his
colleagues have held. that it is necessary
that these Government batteries should
be made to pay, that they tshould show
a profit to the State; but I hold that in
order to encourage prospectors, it is not
necessary to make these batteries pay.
[MR. HotmN and R. ELLIS. Hear,
hear.] If they show a small loss the system
is nevertheless of immense benefit to the
State, if thereby we can get the dis-
coverers of mines to own them themselves
and work them; mines which will even-
tually take the place of the mines in
Kalgoorlie and elsewhere, which as time
goes ahead must inevitably be -worked
out. I am sure, looking at it from a
mining point of view, and having given
the question great thought, that unless
something is done shortly the public
battery system in Western Australia,
instead of being a blessing which it has
been in the past, will eventually prove to
be a curse. My reason for saying that is
this. We know that if we have in, we will
say, places like Burtville work more suit-
able for men of small means, small parties
of men, than for big companies with big
mills to operate upon, if we do not make
any stipulation as to development to be
done, those men will work out a small
leader, we will say fifty or a hundred feet
in depth, and the moment the ground
gets hard, or the ends get into hard
ground, they will throw up the lease and
go into another district, and take another.
I would urge upon those who, in future,
will occupy the position my friend Mr.
Gregory occupies now, to do in connec-
tion with public batteries what I think
the present Minister would have done
had he remained in office, at any rate
whieh he initiated with regard to the
Phillips River-stipulate that a. certain
amount of the ore which is crushed shall
come from development of the leases -
that if a man wants crushing of stuff
from stoping work it shall be done at so
much, say 11s, or 12s., but if it is stuff
from development work, a considerable
reduction shall be given to those mnen in
order to encourage them to develop the
show in which they are then working.
If something of this sort is not done, I
am perfectly satisfied that before many
years are over, the public battery system,
instead of continuing to be a splendid bless-
log, which it has been during the last few

years, will end in being a curse to many
those men who now bless the advantag,
conferred upon them by this institutio
I think everyone in this House is agref
that what has made Western Austral
the country it is to-day, what has ei
coraged its land settlement, its lai
boom which recently set in, has be(
the marvellous progress of the mii
industry. That industry has receivE
check after check, and has advanced:
spite of all. [Ma. MORAN: Cheqi
after cheque from the Exchequer:.
am not going to deal with the mii
industry from the view of the Sta
Exchequer. It I did, I could prove th.
the hoz. member for West rerth
'Wrong, as he has always been wrong:
saying that the country has done ever'thing to encourage the industry. I a
saying that check after check has beE
given to that industry by sicandals th:
have arisen in connection with some
these mines. We had, a little while ag
the Lake View Consols, mine, whic
month after month was turning out ov,
a ton of gold, which output suddenly ft
to a few thousand ounces. Shares whh(
had been run to £28 are to-day quotE
at 26s. We had. also the Associate
which was boomed to £14 per shar
Shares to-day stand at under 40s., aft
having gone below.£1 in value. We h3
mn that case a statement openly ma
that assay plans and charts of that mib
were deliberately faked in order to delm(
the public and to allow some poop
interested to get out of their shares at
profit. We had recently the Peak Hi
case. I do not intend to go into detai
of any of these cases, because I want 1
suggest what, from my point of view,
consider a remedy-something to saf
guard our industry and to protect it f4
ourselves against all-corners. Suffice it I
say about the Peak Hill mine that, if ox
is to believe one tithe of the eviden.
published in the papers, we shall see thi
money was raised on debentures in ordi
to pay dividends, and that one big into
ested party, who held a tremendoi
parcel of shares and had the insic
running, was able to quit the va
majority of his holdings in that propert,

Twn MINXISTERt FOR MIWEs: B e he'
83,000 shares.

Mn. THOMAS: They were brougl
down to 1,000 1 think. We had mo:
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recently the scandal in connection with
the Boulder Deep Levels, and more
recently still we had the public talk with
regard to the Perseverance. The Minister
appointed his commission to inquire into
the Boulder Deep Levels scanzdal, and the
evidence which was tendered to that
commuission, which was forced out by
that commission, I can only term as
startling to everyone who read it, be he
an ordinary layman or a mining man.
hope this Government, or some other
Government, n-ill see fit to send home to
England the whole of that evidence,
e-specially the evidence regarding one

nbeto which I must refer. After a,
-ertntin individual in London was advised
f the marvellous developments in the
nine, a cable came out saying that a cable
had better be sent to the London office
ftating that reports were discouraging.
Ishould like to see that cable go home
wYhen the commission have finished their
uquiries. I was surprised that the report
)f the commission was not available for
.bis House, and I made inquiries, because
nembers ought to he placed in possession
4f all these facts to enable them to come
Goa just conclusion on such matters; but
:understand tbas cable communication

xas been made with London in order to
ind out the share dealings there. That
niormation, I understand, will come out
)v mal and will make the report a
'aluable document and a complete one,
.nd one on which we shall he able to work
ud operate. It is well known that I act
11s consulting engineer to several mining
)roperties in this State, and I say, with-
'ut fear of contradiction, that the vast
ajority of companies operating in Wes-

emn Australia and the vast majority of
ireetors in connection with these proper-

ies held in Western Australia are totally
drerse to any such proceedings as have

Peen disclosed in the public Press during
he last few weeks; and I should say
hat the vast majority of the mining
omnpanies operating in Western Aus-
ralia would welcome, and in fact would

they could demand, such legislation as
rould protect them as it would protect
he State firstly, the mining industry
ecoudly, and the investing public thirdly.
,ii these people with few exceptions have
ivested their m-oney honestly thinking
icy would get a good return for it. The
hiareholders in England equally with the

shareholders here have a, right, if we
want to see our industries put on a firm
and sound basis, to ask the people and
the Government not to believ'e that all
shareholders are to be classed with those
lately exposed; and they have a right to
be protected both at home and here
equally, so that it will be an impossibility
for such scandals as those which have
occurred recently to occur again in the
future, As far as I can gather, it has
been suggested by several that the State
Mining Engineer, or any other official
deputed by him, should have the right to
sample, visit, and report upon a mnine-_
and it has been stated by several that
this would overcome the difficulty. It
will do nothing of the sort, for this
reason: Any man is liable to an error
of judgment. We are not, I take it,
desirous of legislating against any chance
error of judgment, but against criminality.
If we employ the State official to report
on a mine -which may be a patchy mine,
he is as liable as any'man might be
to err honestly. The'Government would
have to father the report, and the
people of the State also would be in an
unenviable position. The Government,
if their report were proved to be in-
correct, would be placed in a seriously
responsible position. I advocate, instead
of that course, that the Act we have in
existence should be amplified and insisted
upon. We have at present a Companies
Act in force providing for local
registers; and thiis in a large number
of instances is complied with; but it
can be reasonably supposed that those
who have shares for sale are not
going to place them on a register where
there is no open market, but that they
will retain their shares either on the
London register or en the A delaide regisa-
ter where theme 5s a free and open market,
and where they can dispose of their hold-
ings if they so desire. I think the first
step should be insistence on having two
or more local directors for every company
in Western Australia, and if possible
let us strive to have the same as in South
Africa, the head office in Western Aus-
tralia, instead of elsewhere. Having
established an office with local directors,
we have someone on whom we can place
the responsibility. Then we can insist
that the share register shall be kept here,
and can ask that the Companies Act in
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England should be enforced, which states
that mining companies registered in Eng-
land who wish to have an office outside
of Englanrd can only have offices in the
country in which their mince are situated.
Counsel's opinion has recently been taken
upon this point; and it bas been held to
be illegal for the London companies to
have local share registers in South Aus-
tralia. Hlad Sir John Forrest, when the
Companies Amendment Act was intro-
duced, been strong enough, the provision
might then have been made to have local
directors in Western Australia; but at
that time a meeting was held by the
Adelaide Stock Exchange and a telegrum
was sent to Sir John Forrest telling him
that they would boycott Western Austra-
lian mines if he attempted to enforce the
provisions. Let us at all events insist
that these offices shall be here, so that
persons dealing in a company's strip
shall have the same opportunities as those
dealing with scrip elsewhere. Let us
also make the mine managers responsible
for the reports and the statements which
they issue. If an honest error is made
ther may be blamecable, but not criminal
neglect attachable to the manager. We
should have these directors on whom to
sheet responsibility and should provide
regarding the managers, as suggested
by the Minister in an interview with
the Morning Herald after that paper
had re-printed Mr. Rathurst's article
which appeared in the ew York Min-
ing and Engineering Journal, that their
reports shall be accomnied by a statu-
tory declaration a that they shall be
made responsible for the truth of them.
Three years ago I did not consider that
any good would be arrived at-and I say
this lest someone should quote Hansard
against me--by the throwing open of
every muine to public inspection. Neither
do I now, unless we are prepared to go
farther. I advocate that any bond fide
shareholder shall have the right to inspect
the last three mionths' accounts, because
he has a balance sheet prior to that, and
also the right to inspect a mine (at his
own1 expense, of course), and to examine
all the assay charts, books, and plans;
while it should be made compulsory in
all our mining companies that -they
should he made to keep plans on some
uniform scale, showing, as suggested
by the Minister, the width of lode

with assay values marked thereon. Mi
Bathurst's article deals extensively wit
that subject, practically solely with ii
claiming that it is wrong to hold a gel
reserve. I say it is decidedly right t
hold it, and no mine manager woul
care to take the responsibility of cot
trolling the output of a. big patchy mai
like most of ours are, for they are n(
uniform in grade as are the South Africa
mines with which those ignorant of th
subject are pleased to draw comparisoni
We must hiave uniform grades of ore a
as to have a uniform output and not plq
into the hands of the bulls and bean
Mr. Bath urst states that when a gol
reserve is kept a false value is obtain&
and a manager is able, by holding oft, t
so manipulate his returns as to sho'
fictitious returns for several months aft(
his rich ore is dep leted. Such cannot t
effected if we insist that assay plans an
assay values, shall he open at all times 'I
the bon6. tide shareholder. For farthE
safeguard we should insist upon tb
simultaneous publication of cables hey
and in London. I know ease after cas
where cables announcing importantrestill
have been published in London seven
days or perhaps weeks before they has
been available for the local shareholder
No harm can be done to the companit
or to anyone if the local shareholders an
the local investing public are allowed t
have *the information given to them r
the same tiee as the investing pabli
or the shareholders in London get i
And as one final remedy-a, reined
which has been considered for son
months by the Chamber of Mines, an
which I think will give a good result-s
should insist on a uniform system c
bookkeeping and a uniform method c
calculating costs and of publishing th
same. If these, which I outline t
remedies, are carried into effet-and
hope to introduce a Bill with that end
view-I feel that we shall have done or
duty, shall have done everything whic
any Legislature can do to protect the mai
industry of a State, shall have done everj
thing in our power to place that industr
on a firm bedrock principle, shall ha%
done our best to protect our local shar
holder, our local investing public; an
last but not least, we shall have camne
the thanks of the great majority of tt
shareholders in England, on the Coat
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nent, anad elsewhere, sad of the groat
majority of the companies and their
directors interested iV Western Aus-
tralia, As to the Coolgardie Water
Scheme, I value that scheme as highly
as anyone. I think it has undoubtedly
proved to be the blessing which Sir John
Forrest anticipated. But I do urge that
the price charged for the water is un-
reasonably high. In order to encourage
the-goldields people to cultivate gardens
and to make life better worth living than
it is at present, owing to the dust, it
would be infinitely better to make that
water as cheap as possible in order to
increase the quantity consumed, and I
venture to say also to increase the profit
which would accrue. The member for
Sussex (Mr. Frank Wilson), in dealing
with that question, stated that the gold-
fields were always grumbling, and that
£60,000 per annum was bing spent by
the residenpts of the coast to back up that
scheme. If that. is correct, the figures of
the Government are absolutely incorrect.
In the public Press it was stated by the
authority of the Government that the
loss for the last six months, the interest
on the whole of the money sunk in that
scheme- close on three millions-was
only X4,000 pe-r anum.

THE MIN4ISTER FOE MINES: That does
not include sinking fund.

Ma. THOMAS: Certainly not. And
I think it unfair to ask the goldfields to
provide thesinking fund, seeing that we
are paying more than our fair share of
everything else. We 'will keep the -works
in repair-thep goldields will last quite
longenough for that; or if they do not last
longenough, then something help Western
Australia! We do not object to paying a
fair interest on the money; but I think
we have a right to object to paying sink-
ing fund when Fremantle, which more
than any othber place benefits by the vast
sums of money which the -Government
spend there, is not asked to pay sinking
f und on any of its public works.'

M,. ANewxN: Fremantle pays interest,
sinking fund, and 3-1 per cent. to the
revenue out of the Fremantle Water
Works at the present time.

Mn. THOMAS:- I will come directly
to the Harbour Trust.

Mn. ANO wiN: It is paying 3s' per cent.
Mn. THOMAS: And in regard to the

rabbit-proof fence erected for the benefit

of the settlers of this portion of the State,
last year I asked the Premier whether he
intended that the settlers west of that
fence should be forced to pay for its up-
keep and for interest on its cost and
sinking fund; and he said, no; everybody
in the State would have to contribute
alike to the upkeep of that Scheme-a
scheme in the benefits of which the gold-
fields do not participate to any extent
whatever; a scheme devised entirely for

Ithe protection of the agricultural lands
and the pastoral lands in the western
portions of this State. Because of the
dilatory manner in which the matter was
handled, it was too late to go farther east.
If it is right that the whole State Should
contribute to the whole cost of that fence
and its upkeep, then surely it is right that
the whole State should bear the burden
of the sinking fund on the Coolgardie
Water Scheme-a water scheme for the
benefit of the goldfields which have made
Western- Australia, and which continue
to make its land a big asset owing to the
splendid market the goldfields offer to
the products of the land. We have
heard from the present Government
and from the Minister for Hallways
(Hon. 0. H. IRason) much about the
splendid, administration of our railways.
We have beard nearly every Minister
Who has spoken so far take ciedit, to the
Government for having reduced the per-
centage of working expenses to earning.
We have heard them claimn all sorts of
credit; and the Speech gives them plenty
of credit for "1Railways which have been
placed under independent control, and
which, in addition to providing some
£70,000 as a set-oft against depreciation,
have this year paid 4 per cent. on the
total capital cost. This result is largely
due to the new system of management
under the present Commissioner." I say
it is due to no such change. It is due,
notwithstanding the protests from every
goldfields member in the last Parliament,
to the large increase in our railway rates.
I remember speaking at a. meeting in the
Town Hall, Perth, in company with the
member for Sussex (Mr. Frank Wilson),
when we protested against the unwarranted
increase in the railway rates on the timber
lines in the South-West, and also on our
goldfields. I am not now attempting to
give one -figure, because I have placed
the whole of the figures in Hansard. I
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moved for a return and got the figures.
asked some Scores of questions regarding
some particular items from the Minister
for Railways; and the figures are all in
Hansard and can easily be found. In
many instances those railway rates were
increased by over 20 per cent. After-
wards the Government stated, as a sop
to the goldields, that they intended to
reduce the railway rates by five per cent.,
forgetting that they had increased them
by 20 per cent.

THE MINISTR FRn MINE -s DO not
forget that we increased the wages as well.

MR. THOMAS:- Not proportionately.
The fact remains that the increased
revenue from our railways and the
decreased percentage of working cost to
revenue is not due to any better manage-
ment, is not due to any brilliancy
shown by the Government; but is
entirely due to the binwarranted increase
of rates which they imposed without

any rhyme or reason on this country
during the session before last. Much has
been said about Collie coal. The mem-
bers for Sussex and for Coolgardie have
deluged us with figures in that connection.
Had I the wish, I think I could prove
the vast majority of the figures used by
both to be incorrect; and on a future
occasion I intend once more to place the
true case for that industry before the
country. The member for Sussex, -after
trying to find all sorts of excuses for the
Collie coal-that it would not burn
somewhere and would burn somewhere
else, where it was not wanted to burn and
where it could not be put out, as at the
railway yards in Kalgoorlie-gave as an
excuse for this coal the curves in the
weather. I think both the hon. mem-
bers' figures and those of the member for
Coolgardie had too many curves for this
House to follow, and too much weather
for us to endure without good umbrellas
to shelter us from the vast shower of
figures which fell from their mouths.
However, I am glad to find that the
member for Sussex has owned at least that
the Collie coal is 31 per cent. inferior to
the Newcastle coal. In every statement
made to this House I have always held
that the Newcastle coal was 20 per cent.
better than the Collie coal, but the hon.
member who is largely interested in the
Collie district states that the difference is
31 per cent. I do not object to encourag-

ing that industry if there is any hope ol
Its ever being successful; but I should
like to see those interested in the industry
instead of forcing upon the railways in
the back blocks of Western Australia at
article infinitely dearer than the Newts sWE
coal which could be used to bettei
advantage-instead of attempting kc
bolster up an artificial market, would
attempt to advertise their coal for thE
purpose for which it is fitted, to bN
burnt in grates and stoves in our houses
A big market in populous centres on the
coast can rapidly be built up for that
purpose; but when they attempt to drive
our locomotives with the coal and thai
increase the cost of our railways, I foe
one protest. In any case, it is unfair tc
ask the goldfields to pay the whole cost
I have proved time after time that tbE
-Eastern Goldfields railway has had ti
bear the burden of taxation. which the
leader of the Opposition said, amounted
to about £100,000 per annum for tbe
use of that coal, which sum the
member for Coolgardie. states at £75,00C
per annum. I have repeatedly said, if
that is the price of keeping Collie
going, then in my opinion it would he
better to close it up and let the mineri

1go elsewhere to work an industry more
profitable to the State. But if we con-
sider, as a question of policy, that we
are right in expending that money tc
encourage Collie, then we have no right
to place that bufrden on any one section
of the comm unity. Let us charge it
deliberately as a bonus, ais Mr. Short int
one of his reports condemning the coal
recommended. Let us give it as a bonus
from consolidated revenue, to which
bonus everyone in this State will in a
measure contribute equally.

Mn. FRANKc WrasoN: Iti that the price
which the member for Coolgardie stated ?

MR. THOMAS:- I think he has under-
I estimated. I shall not be tempted into

figures. Later on I will give the bon.
member allI the figures he desires, when
we come to several of these matters in
detail. I was surprised that the member

1for Collie (Mr. Hensleaw) did not defend
his industry against the many attacks on

Iit. I can well imagine the fury into
which the late iieember for that district
(Mr. J. Ewing) would have lashed bimn-
self had he been present to hear the
attack of the member for Coolgardie and
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others on -that coal aria that industry.
I do trust in that connection that the
new Administration will see that con-
solidated revenue bears the burden of
the bonus which we vote for the in-
dustry's encouragement; and I hope
also that the useless expenditure of
money authiorised by the present Gov-
ernment, classed by those then in Opposi-
tion as a political bribe-I refer to the
Collie-Narrogin railway-will not be
persevered in by the new Government.
It was proved conclusively from every
section of the House that the Collie-
Narrogin line was absolutely unwarranted.
it was stated 'by the Government at tbat
time, and in justification of that scheme,
that it should be carried through even-
tually to the goldfields, and that this
portion of the Collie- Goldfields railway
was to be constructed to carry coal. I
brought to bear figures showing the
timber reserves on the goldfields, and the
then Minister for Works, the present
Treasurer, Stated, as also did the Minister
for Lands, that the Government did not
propose to build the Collie-Narrogin line
to carry coal, but that they intended to
build it to settle the agricultural lands
which undeniably, exist. It was proved
by farming representatives, like the
member fur Beverley and the member
for Katanning, that from an agricultural
stand point that line was never warranted;
that line should never have been discussed
if we were to open up the agricultural
lands that would be better met by running
spur lines into the Great Southern line.
It was proved also that the vast majority
of the line from Collie to Narrogin would
pass through land which wiis absolutely
useless country for years to come as
agricultural lands. In face of that the
Government forced through the House a
Bill for the construction of that line,
which will cost the country hundreds of
thousands of pounds, and we knew that
it would be 12 or 18 months before one
single mile of that railway would be laid,
and before even the contracts could be
let. As I classed it last session I class it
now, and it has proved to be_ nothing
more nor less than a political bribe, a
Job perpetrated by the occupants of the
Treasuiry bench. The Opposition 'were
prompted bky one of the membersq of
the Cabinet, the presBent member for
Greenough.

THiE MINISTER FOEi WORKS; I never
said a word against it.

Mn. TB OMAS: In connection with
the Transco ntinentalI Railway, I only
want to refer to that to draw the
attention of the House to one point.
When the railway was under discussion
in the Federal House, the Premier of
this State, Mr. James, wired, as he had

previously wired to South Australia,
stating that the Government would
guarantee the Federal Government, for
several years to come, against any loss
on the West Australian section of that
line. Before the last session of Parlia-
ment, the Premier sent a similar wire to
the Premier of South Australia, and he
had to withdraw it on the floor of this
House; and I ask the Premier again
what right has he, as Premier of the
State, outside of this House, on the eve
of a general election when be did not
know whether he would he in power or
not, what right has he to commit the
State to a huge loss on the Western
Australian setion Of that railwayP The
House has a right to hear an explanation
on that point. We have a, right to demand
that the Premier shall withdraw his
guarantee until the House has had an
opportunity of expressing an opinion
thereon. The Premier has been doing
everything in his power, in keeping with
his Ministers, to centralise. We have a
Miing Act which contains certain pro-
visions for prospectors, but -does not go
anywhere near as far as I would like it
to go. It does not give any encourage-
ment for prospectors to go out back and
open up fresh fields, as I would like to
give. Instead of trying to encourage our
miining population to attend to their
business and open fresh fields and fresh
mnines, whatt do we find?. Mr. Wilber is
sent throughout the length and breadth
of the goldfields lecturing on the advan-
tages which will accrue to settlement on
the soil in the Southi-Western District,
and trying to induce miners to go-into
heavily-timbered bush to clear a smxall
holding that will be no good to themn. I
could instance the Hamel settlement. I
think when the full particulars are placed
before the House and the country that the
country will1 not adm it th at the Minister
for Lands has made a brilliant s uccess in
connection with that boasted settlement
of his. Letters have been sent, not mere
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tittle tattle letters from irresponsible
persons, but letters from the secretary of
of that settlement, strongly protesting
against what are considered to be the jobs
perpetrated in connection with the matter,
and protesting against the false state-
ments made by lecturers on the goldfields
which induced persons to settle on the
land. I intend on the first opportunity
to go into the district and see for myself
what the men have been deluded into
undertaking. I am a mining man, it is
true, but I have taken every opportunity
to get into touch with every agriculturist
it is possible to do. I do not believe in
the sys vtem. of email holdings which is
being put into vogue in Western Australia
at present. It will not answer; it will
not receive my sup p rt. The Govern-
ment should not in auce pople to settle
on the soil and only gi-ve them a
miserable area which will force them to
starve if they have to stay upon the land.
I would say this in conclusion, that I
have been asked time after time why I
am sitting on a cross Opposition bench.
I am sitting here in keeping with my
political beliefs and in 'keeping with my
pledges, and I intend to give one or two
reasons, without detail, why I am sitting
here.

M a. Bunons: Are you going to remain
there?

Mn. THOMAS: I am not going to
remain here : that is what the hon.
member wants to know. Last session
several matters were brought against the
Government, and the session before that
the member for the Murchison, now
the member for Greenough, made a
virulent attack on the Government for
the whole of their administration, for the
administration of the railways and every-
thing else.

Tum MINISTER FOR WORKS:- WhenP
Mn. THOMAS: The session before

last, when the hon. member occupied the
seat of the member for Subiaco, as leader
of the Opposition. Last session a motion
of no-confidence was moved in the
Government, and we attacked them on
their administration. We brought enough
charges against them to bang 20 Govern-
ments. Many of those charges have
been repeated in this debate by the
leader of the Opposition and other
members on this side. I regret that when
the opportunity was given to turn the

Government out of power, those members
who now make the attack, the very
identical attack which was made last
session, did not see fit to vote with us in
order to throw the aovernment out of
power. The leader of the Opposition and
the member for Kanowna and others at
that time were the apologists for the
James Government, and attempted to
refute the charges which were brought
against them. I need not refer to the
Craig case, and I am not going to give a
word of -detail about it--we have had
enough of it-but that case was sufficient
to dismiss any Government from office.
Then we had the White case, and the
Minister for Lands brought the question
of the rabbits and the White case into
this debate. I do not intend to follow
him. I threshed him on every figure and
argument which he brought forward last
session about the White case. I proved to
the country and to the House undeniably
that White was right, and that the
Minister for Lands was wrong in di.
missing him. So much did I prove it
that, after the matter was threshed out
in the House, the Minister for Lands
asked Mr. White to go and see him at
his office so that they could discuss the
matter. That is proof that I1 threshed
the Minister in his argument. The
Hicks-Gregory case has been brought up
by the leader of the Opposition. We
thireshed that out before and took a divi-
sion in the House. I would liketo see the
matter dead and buried once and for all.
I do not intend to refer to the merits of
the case, but it is necessary to refresh
the minds of old members, and for the
information of new members, backing
up the statement of the leader of the
Opposition in attacking the Govern-
ment on this question of the Hicks-
Gregory case, that I should give the
division list. Mr. Pigott, then leader of
the Opposition, as a protest against the
action of the Government moved the
adjournment of the House, and the divi-
sion list was as follows :-Ayes, 9. Mr.
Atkins, Mr. Butcher, Mr. Connor, Mr.
Jacoby, Mr. Moran, Mr. Figott, Mr.
Taylor, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Hlicks.
Noes, 20: Mr. Bath, Mr. Burges, Mr.
Daglish, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Ferguson, Mr.
Gardiner, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Gregory.
Mr. Hastie, Mr. Hayward, Mr. Hopkins,
Mr. Tllingworth, Mr. Isddll, Mr. James,

[ASSEMBLY.3 -Rfth day.



Addrss-n-rply [9 ucur, 904) ftk dap. 251

Mr, Nanson, Mr. Rason, Mr. Reid, Mr.
Throssell, Mr. Walter, Mr. Highamx.
We protested against the action of the
Government then, and I join with the
leader of the Opposition in protesting
against it now. It is too late now. Why
were all those members found voting with
the Government instead of supporting
those who sat in direct Opposition in the
House? Another reason why I sit here,
and I think that reason induced others to
sit here also, and cost the Government a
lot of seats, was the inclusion of the
present member for Greenough in the
Cabinet. He had been the leader of the
Opposition in this House, and nothing
was too strong for him to sy against the
Government. Those of us who were here
remember the bitter attack he delivered
from his seat on the cross Opposition
benches against the late Premier, 'Mr.
Leake. -We know the attack he delivered
against Mr. Hopkins, the present Minister
for Lands; we know of the no-confidence
motion moved in the sent I now occupy,
and the amendment be moved attempting
to throw the Government out because of
their redistribution of seats proposal. I
say that this has had more to do with
the general elections recently held than
anything that has occurred in West
Australian politics for some considerable
time to come. This gentleman has sat
in every portion of the House. I would
not mind if he sat on any portion of the
Opposition bench, because he might not
agree with those on the front Opposition
bencb; but he was so constantly in opposi-
tion to the Government that I cannot
understand his taking a portfolio with
them in the -way and the manner he
did. There are several matters in con-
nection with the maladministration of
public affairs that I could deal with.
There is a printing contract of between
£2800 and £2900 which is now being
carried out by Stirling Brothers. Oppor-
tunities will occur later on when matters
are threshed out by hon. members on
individual items on our Estimates. This
I do say, that last session I declared my-
self in this House by taking my seat and
by my speechbes. as being against the
present Government, and that I would
do everything in may power to turn them
out. This I say now: I have taken my
seat here in keeping with my speeches
and. my statement made time after time

against the Government, and I intend to
cast my vote against the Government.
Then I say this also in conclusion, that
the country has asked for a change
of Government undoubtedly in returning
several of us pledged to oppose them and
by returning a. vast number of Labour
members also.

THE TitEASUxan: Independent, are you
not ?

Mxu. THOMAS: The late Opposition
ran eight men-at the election-nine if
you include the two for the combined
Kimberley seat-and we brought back
seven out of eight. The Government
brought back 18 out of some 40, including
new members also. We brought back
seven old members, and we sit here
solemnly to vote in connection with
our pledges. The country has asked
undoubtedly that the Labour party shall
occupy .the Treasury benches. I think it
is their duty to do so, and that it is our
duty at any rate to give them a fair trial.
I am prepared to give any Government a.
fair trial; then if it does not suit me I
will do the same as I would try to do
with any other Government, and as I
intend to do with this one-endeavour to
turn it out. At any rate, I think it is
our duty and in keeping with what the
country has asked, to throw the present
Government out of power in order to give
the occupants of the Opposition bench a
chance of seeing what they can do when
they occupy the Treasury benches, and I
intend to record my vote in keeping with
that.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. L. Nanson): I was in some doubt as
to whether I would take part in this
debate. The attacks that have, been
made against the Government have been
amply answered by the other members of
the Government, and there remains,
therefore, very little for me to say so far
as the Government are concerned, unless
I take notice of the few words of con-
dem nation which have fallen from the
hon. member for Dundas (Mr. Thomas).
Perhaps it will be as well, before going
into matters of mere personal import.
that is matters dealing with my own
integrity, to say I make no difference
whatever between personal and political
integrity. People talk .about political
morulity and political immorality, poli-
tical honesty and political dishonesty, as
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though they assumed tbere was one kind
of morals for politics and another for
private life. My own conviction, my
own belief before I was in politics and
every day in which I have been in politics,
has been that. there can be no distinctiou
whatever; and if I am to be condemned
by this House or by the country for any
action I may have taken, whether with
regard to my condemning the p resent oar-
ermnent or to my joining them, I take
full responsibility for my action. If I
acted wrongly in a political sense, if I
acted immorally in a political sense, then
I do not shrink from the conclusion that
I also acted wrongly in a personal sense
and dishonestly in a personal sense.
But I am. here to defend myself. Before
doing so, however, I should like to deal
as briefly as I can with one or two
-remarks made by the hon. member for
Dundlas. One of the difficulties with
which I find myself confronted in
defending my own action is that those
who have attacked me have shown an
utter recklessness for the most part in
the accusations they have made against
me. When I look back upon the past
six months, when I think of the attacks
made against me, I sometimes wonder
whether politics breed some sort of
,special ladt of generosity in those who
take part in them. There are some
gentlemen who attackekd me most bit-
terly who are not now in this House.
I would be showing an almost more than
Christian charity if I said I regretted
their absence very much. After all,
there seems to be somne sort of retribution
even in these matters, and possibly that
is recognised by those members, or a
majority of those members, who used the
strongest language against my action at
the time, who predicted that by joining
the Jamps Government I had sounded
my political death-knell, that I had com-
mitted an action that would drive me
from within the walls of Parliament. It
is a somewhat significant circumstance
that at least two of those members who
made charges of that description are not
here, because they could not secure re-
election by their constituents. But the
difficulty I say that one has to contend
against is that while there are any
number of general charges, any amnount
of general denunciation, it is a matter of
very extreme difficulty to pin down those

who make them to a specific charge. I
well. remember that at the time of the
general elections a candidate who is even
now sitting in this Chamber made charges
against me, general charges. I wrote to
him and endeavoured to obtain a specific
accusation, the basis for these charges.
Do you think I succeeded? Do you
think I obtaiued an answer to my letter,
an ainswer that would have enabled mc
to reply ? No. I was unable to do so.
When it came to particulars, that can-
didate was not giving any' .

MR. HASTIE: Who is heP
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

do not intend at this stage to mention
names. The hon. member can have the
name and correspondence too, privately.
For certain reasons I forbear to mention
names. If we wanted an instance of the
recklessness with which these charges
are made, we have had it to-night within
the last few minutes. When the hon.
member for Dundas was speakin he
accused me of opposing the Collie-
Narrogin railway. I should be the last
in this; House, I hope, to accuse that
member falsely. I know perfectly well
he is incapable of traducing or de-
liberately misrepresenting me; but the
cruel thing about these reckless attacks is
that although made in good faith, the re-
suit is just as bad as if made out of malice,
and with a, full knowledge that they were
false. The hon. member says that Ii
opposed the Collie-Narrogin railway. He
migh t at least have quoted some statement
made either in the House or outside the
House where I had opposed thatt line.
What are the facts F Long before that
railway became a plank in the Govern-
umeut platform it was advocated strongly
by myseli, and advocated by the news-
paper I control; and yet the hon. member
gets up there recklessly- without taking
the trouble to verify his statements-on
the spur of the moment, in order to back
lip his accusation of apostacy on my part,
and accuses me of opposing that railway.
With regard to my attacks upon the
Government I do not deny-it would be
useless to deny, and I have no wish to do
so-that on many occasions I have
strongly and bitterly attacked the Gov-
ernument. Even now I do not take back
one single word that I have said. The
question I wish this House to consider,
the question I wish the country to con-
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aider, is whether there is or is not soe
sort of finality in regard to political
warfare and in regard to political trial.
You put a criminal in the dock and you
charge him with an offence, and if a j ury
declares that criminal not guilty, that
man goes out a' free man, and no power
in the British dominions can cause him
to be put on trial again on the charges
on which he was acquitted. [MEMBER
A jury's verdict is different.] An hon.
member says that a jury's verdict is
different. I do not. know that the
analogy does not hold-I think it does
bold. At any rate the principle which I
have adopted, the principle which states-
men in England have adopted, very much
greater men than myself or the hon.
member who interjected, is that when a
Government has been charged with an
offence, and Parliament has delivered its
verdict by the vote of the members, you
then reach finality, and so far as the
decision is concerned it is useless and an
unprofitable task to again bring that ques-
tion before Parliament unless some new
facts are produced which will justify an
appeal to the House.

MR. DAGLIsH:- You appealed to the
country first.

Tia MINISTER FOR WORKS:
If you look back to the political history
of the mother country you will find
instances, I might almost say without
number. At any rate, you will find very
many instances in which eminent states-
men, men like Sir Robert Peel, like Mr.
Chamberlain, have at one stage of their
career been found opposing with all the
force they could command an Administra-
tion which at a later stage of their career
they have been found supporting. Let
us take the example of perhaps the most
illustrious statesman in the British.
Empire to-day, the Right Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain. Mr. Chamberlain was a,
Radical of the Radicals. but ultimately
joined a Unionist Government in which
the Conservative element predominated,
and certainly very few traces of the
Radical element could be found. I am
perfectly well aware that there is no
statesman in the British dominins who
has been more virulently assailed than Mr.
Chamberlain- Every epithet, every dis-
graceful epithet I think I may say, which
could be applied to a politician has been
applied to that tight hon. gentleman. He

has been called Judas, and every epithet
that suggests Judas has been showered

upn him; and yet to-day that right
hon. gentleman stands high in the opinion
of the English-speaking race. Posterity
will no doubt justify him ais posterity
has justified Sir Robert Feel, who did not
hesitate to change his views in regard to
protection and to take up the cause of
the free-traders whom he at one time had
so virulently opposed. What is to be the
guide in one's political life ? Th ere are
some members who attach a great deal of
importance as to where a6 man sits in this
Rouse. They tell you he sat here or he
sat there, and they attribute it to him as
if it were a6 crime that he has changed
his seat. Surely it is not amatter of vast
importance as to where a man may happen
to sit. That is not the vital thing. The
important thing is what is that member's
conviction ? Has he been true to the cause
he has advocatedl? Bas be been true to
that inward voice within, his4 own consci-
once? Has he been true to his own convic-
tions F If be can answer this qiiestioni in
the affirmative, even then, though at the
time public opinion may condemn him, he
shall at any rate have the consolation of
an equal mind, that though at the time
he happens to be opposed to the dominant
opinion of the community, he has done
the first most sacred duty of every public
man, to follow -%hat he believes to be
true and do what he believes to be right.
Is there any hon. member in this House
who imagines that 1, when I consented to
join the James Government, was not
aware that miy attitude would be subject
to severe condemnationP Is there any
hon. member who is not aware that I did
not recognise that, scarcely without
e~xception, the most ungenerous construc-
tion would be put upon my actionP I
knew, as the Premier no doubt knew, as
well as every one of his colleagues, that
when I1 joined the Government party
capital would be made out of the step,
and that the worst constructions would
be placed upon my action. In all the
past six months when in silence, except
in my own electorate, I listened to those
charges, I have looked almost in vain for
one acknowledgment that, though I may
have been wrong, I acted from right
motives; h ut happily there has been one
exception to that rule and one exception
to the chorus of detraction, and from. one
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who is not only a personal friend of mine,
but also a warmn political friend, one who,
if anybody, might have had a grievance
against me-the member for West Perth
(Mr. Moran), because I might have con-
sulted him before I took the step I did.
The hon. member in hbis remarks on my
action pointed ant that, whether I had,
made a mistake or not, he did not
attribute to me the ungenerous motives
that others who had been my friends had
attributed to me. To my dying day I
shall never forget the generosity and the
kindness of that hon. member. [General
applause.] If I am not wearying the
House in dealing with affairs which,
safter all, are mainly *personal to
myself rather than to the country,
let us for a moment anklyse some of
the charges made against me. I shall
take, in the first place, the speech
of the leader of the Opposition, the
member for Siibiaco. That bon. member
accuses me of having sold my policy for
a portfolio. Well, all through the speech
of that hon. member there was a woeful
lack of detail. He indulged in charges
as wide as it is possible for ehargest to be,
and when he had an opportunity he
utterly failed to give the details we asked
for. I wanted to know, and still want to
know, in what single detail I have
sold the policy I advocated by joining the
Government, in what single detail I have
abandoned. the policy I advocated in this
country before ijoined the Government?
The Main planks of the policy of the
Government, the planks on which they
'vent before the country. were liquor law
reform, taxation -oii unimproved lands,
and a reduction in the franchise for the
Upper House. Is there any boil. member
or anyone -outside the House who can
say that I did not advocate these reformas
long before there was any idea, on moy
part, or on the part of the Government,
tbat I should be associated with them ?
Why, on the question of liquor law
reform, long before. the Labour party
were in existence in this State, I was
advocating State ownership *and the
control of the liquor traffic; and as far
hack as I can remember, I have been in
favour of taxation on the unimproved
value of land; while I hardly need tel
hon. members that 1 have always been in
favour of a reduction in the franchise for
the Upper House. These -were the ques-

tions in the very forefront of the Govern-
ment policy; and what was the more
manly course for me to adopt-to decide
whether I should, to the best of my
power, help the G overnme nt forward with
that policy; sad accept the invitation
extended to me, or because in the past I
had tried conclusions with the Govern-
ment in regard to matters of administra.
tion and had failed to obtain a majority,
that I should allow a permanent political
vendetta to be established when there was
good work to be done in the future and
when there were great reforms to be ac-
complished ? My own policy in regard
to this matter is, I venture to admit, in
very striking distinction from the policy of
the Labour party in the last Parliament.
During the last session of Parliament
I made it my practice to vote against the
Government whenever I thought they

wer wrngandto upport them when-
evierr Ithoughbt theys were right. Now,
what was the policy of the Labour paty
towards the Government during the last

Isession? It is true they spoke against
the Government whenever they thought
the Government were wrong; but in-
variably they voted for the G-overnnient,
although they had spoken against them.

Ma. DAGLISHR: WhenP
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

hon. member asks for an example. I
am obliged to him for that. During latst
session my main, I may say the only,
bone of contention between myself and
the Government was the Redistribution
of Seats Bill. In common with memabers
sitting on the other side of the House I
opposed. that Bill so far as details were
concerned, A party was formed called
the "1Cave party." I suppose every bon.
member recognises why that name was
given to it, namely from the cave in
Scripture, the Cave of Adullam, whither
went all those who were discontented.
We were joined by others, possibly with
varying motives. My main cause of com-
plait was that the Bill committed an
injustice to the North, that the whole
brunt of redistribution fell on the
northern agricultural and pastoral con-
stituencies, and that a snlug little nest of
constituencies in the Eastern Districts and
along the Great Southern Railway was
left untouched. We know perfectly well
that in a country like this we cannot have
representation 'on a purely population
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basis, yet so far as agricultural con-
stituencies were concerned (at any rate
that was my contention), the members
for the Eastern Districts and the dis-
tricts along the Great Southern Railway
were applying to the Northern District
the principle which they refused to
allow to be a pplied to the whole of the
agricultural districts. That was my
position then: that is my position to-day.
I am still opposed to that .Bilil; but the
Bill has become law, and no opposition
of mine at this stage, since the Bill has
been passed, could possibly be effective.
I have yet to learn that the Labour party,
when they come into power, propose to
repeal that Bill and are prepared to
introduce a Bill to meet with my
approval, giving the Northern District
its just due. If so, T can give them my
support to havb that Bill passed. The
hon. member wanted an example of when
the Labour party had supported the
Government by votes and opposed it by
speeches. That Sill gives an example.
Early last session the member for
Subtaco pointed out that he was "1alto-
gether opposed to compromise for the
future." He said:- " Compromise has
been tried, and we find that compromise
has utterly failed." He was speaking of
the Upper House. "1The motto of another
place has been for us to give and for
them to take. We have repeatedly given "
-and much more in the same strain.
When the Council made alterations
in that Bill, when the Government
acuiesced in them, 'we found the Labour
party, rather than throw the Govern.
ment out of office, prepared to acquiesce.
There were some exceptions. I believe
the member for Mt. Margaret (Mr.
Taylor) was one;i and I thiuk the present
member for Murchison (Mr. Holman)
'Was another. Now my own action in
regard to that Bill was perfectly plain,
and I contend perfectly consistent. I

opsed the Government on the Bill
frmbeginning to end. I went farther.

When the motion of no-confidence was
moved against the Government on the
ground of maladministration, I moved an
amendment, and expressly pointed out
that I ap proved of the administration of
the Government during the session, did
not think there was sufficient ground to
put out the Government so far as mal-
administration was concerned, thought

their administration had on the whole
been adminirable ; but iW order to inaintain
that attitude of consistency in regard to
the Redfistribution. Bill and the question
of constitutional reforma generally, I felt
it my duty to amend that motion, to
mak~e it general, so that I could vote
against the Government. solely on the
ground bf their attitude in regard to
constitutional reform. When I took that
line-the perfectly consistent line of
fighting that battle to the very last trench
-what was the support I received from
the Labour party.? The member for
Subiaco had a convenient engagement.

Mn. DAGLISH: I was sick.
Tnux MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

hon. member, fortunately for him, was
sick.

MR. DAGLISH' I should have voted
with the Government, if you want to
know.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:. Now
the hon. member tells us, as we know
well, that he would have voted with the
Government; and we find that every
member of the official Labour party at
that time-because I do not think the
mem her for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
was then a member of the party- voted
with the Government; and yet these same
gentlemen talk of political purity, talk of
my inconsistency, when I was ready in
regard to that Bill to let it be war to the
knife against the Government as long as
that warfare could be effective 1

Mn. DGerSsn: YOU Wanted to Save
your constituency. We wanted a measue
of reform, and wve got it.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bon. member cannot possibly see into my
motive. He and a good many of those
who sit with him are much too fond of

imputing motives. Now on other questions
the Labour party again and again when
opportunity has been offered them have
refused to vote against the Government
on a crucial issue, although they have
not hesitated to speak against them. In
the second session of last Parliament I,
as leader of the Opposition, moved a no-
confidence motion, and based that motion
mainly on the action of the Government
in appointing 'Ar. George Commissioner
of Railways. I have said earlier in my
speech to-night that there is nothing in
regard to my policy that I take back;
but I will make an exception in that case.
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Although at the time I thought a grave
mistake bad been made in appointing
Mr. George, yet I now recognise from
the results of his administration that I
was in error; and no one is more pleased
than I to know that Mr. George has done
so well in administering the railways.
But at that time I did not think so. I
thought it a very rash experimenlt indeed
to put in charge of this State's railways
a man whose experience in active railway
management was limited to the manage-
went, I supposed, of a small timber line.

MR. TAYLOR: You fought then on the
question of principle also?

Tan, MINTSTER FOR WORKS: It
is impossible at this stage to say whether
the hon. member is right or not, I have
not a memory for what I said on that
occasion; but I may have fought the
principle. 1 certainly questioned Mr.
George's fitness for the appointment. I
have a, very vivid recollection of pointing
out the quality which Mr. George enjoys,
as I thought then and as 1 dare say he
enjoys now in common with the member
for Mkt. Margaret-an overweening con-
fidence in his own capacity; and I pointed
out that Mr. George would have be. n
equally willing to take the command of a.
battleship, become A-rchbishop of Oanter-
bury, or administer the railways of
Western Australia. Well, he has made
a very good job of one position, and pos-
sibly he would make equally good jobs of
the two others; but I wish to point out that
althoughthe Labour members followed we
in attacking the Government, although
I suppose with scarcely an exception,
they disputed the legitimacy of that
appointment, although they thought the
appointment a mistake, yet like obe-
dient servants they trooped into the
division lobby in order to keep the Gov-
ernment in power. And yet the member
for Subiaco talks about purity of Gov-
ernment, and exhibits to the gaze of an
adm iring House his own allegedly spotless
political raiment!

Mu. D&GLISH:- I supported that
appointment.

Tnu. MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Then the hon. member was the one
mnember in his party who did support
the appointment. The Labour party as

a P woecrtainly did not support other
counts in the indictment as to the general
railway administration of the Govern-

went; and I admit they did certainly act
frequently as critics of the Government
as anyone else acted. But let us assume,
for the sake of argument, that the
member for Subiaco is not indulging in
the" pleasures of imagination." Assume,
for the sake of argument, that he all
through the life of the last Parliament
was not the hostile critic of the Govern-
went, but was its humble, obedient
servant and unwavering supporter. How
does he now justify his action if that was
the case ? He told us in his speech the
other night that "1Since November 26th,
on which date all the important work of
the last Parliament had been disposed of,
the Government had bad no opportunity
to commit any fresh political offence."
I believe those were his exact words;
therefore he gave the Government an
absolute quittance, a clean sheet, froma
November 26th. The Government have
a spotless political record, according to
the leader of the Opposition, since the
26th November of last year. He sup-
ported them before the 26th November;
never on any occasion when there was an
opportunity of turning the Government
out of office was he willing to do so by
his vote; and after the 26th November,
according to his own Speech, they have
done nothing that would justify this
House in ejecting the Government from
the Treasury bench. What, then, is the
reason for this no-confidence motion P
The member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. 3ohuson)
says that I was not then in the Min-
istry. Very true. But since the 26th
November the Government have per-
formed no public act that can be
regarded as an offence -that is the
dictum of the memiber for Subiaco.
In the Labour party, already in the early
stage of the proceedings, we have a little
"rift withiua the lute," between the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie and the member for
Subiaco. We have a Labour party which
is supposed to be a party of united men
having one opinion and one vote, yet on
such a simple matter as this, when we
have the absolute date, that since Nov-
ember the 26th the Government have
done nothing deserving condemnation,
there are the mnember for Subiaco on the
one side and the member for Kalgoorlie
on the other. 'What is the position of
the member for Subiaco ? He is supposed
to be the leader, the head of his patrty, and
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I am rather inclined to think that the
tail in this instance is guiding the head,
the tail is "1 wagging the dog."

MR. DAGLIBH: You see last session we
had to put such a bad crowd in if we put
the Government out.

THE MINISTER F"OR WORKS: Let
us go a little farther. The bon. member
has accused me of being a member of the
same Government which I formerly
opposed, of fathering the same legislation
that T mys velf opposed a session ago- that
is that I am fathering the legislation this
session that I opposed last session. When
the member wade a statement of that
kind why did he not give the instances.
It would not be a difficult matter if he
had them; it should not be a difficult
matter now. I pause for the lion, mem-
ber to give instances if he wishes to.
There is no getting away from the lan-
guage. He said that I am now fathering
legislation that I opposed a session ago.
The only thing that I opposed in that
session was constitutional reform. Were
it not that that legislation belongs to the
past, were it not that that legislation has
become law, the opposition on my part
might still be effective and I would still
be opposing the Government. It is a
matter of vain regret that members are
always looking into the past: the hope
lies in the future, and we should look
ahead, endeavouring to carry out new
legislation, as I have already explained.
When the Governmentwere willing to take
up the State ownership of the liquor traffic,
when they were willing to deal with the
franchise for the Legislative Council, and
when they were willing to propose a
measure of land taxation, then I felt it
my duty to join with the Government
and assist them; and I think it would
have been a more manly, a more consist-
ent part, if those members opposite who
are always prating about "measures and
not lien," had SUPported the Governmnent
that brought forward a purely liberal
policy with which they have always
declared they have no disagreement. But
there is a difference between a Labour'
part with seven members in Parliament,
all supporting a Government in a critical
issue, and the present Labour party. As
soon as that party have 22 members and
have, the support of the conservative
Independent section in the House, on the
first opportunity they forget altogether

all their sentiments about " measures and
not men," of political morality aind the
like, and join with the extreme conser-
vative section of the House to put out of
office the Government who were going
and intended to carry out the policy
with which the Labour party have always
pretended sympathy, a policy which they
allege was taken from themselves.

MR. DAGLIan: The Government fought
us on every platform in the country.
You cannot get away from that.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
position last year when I joined the
Government was this, that as a result of
the elections we had in the House two
parties. 'We had a Labour party on
one side ad a Progressive party on the
other-the party represented by the
Government. Members may laugh at
that, but if they look around and let
their visions travel a little farther than
the bounds of this State, if they look over
the Commonwealth they will see that as
quickly as these events can cone we are
getting all through Australia the clear-
cut issue, whether the trades union party
shall govern in Australia or a purely
progressive party shiall govern. What is
the result of the elections in New South
Wales P The reform party have been
returned with a majority. The Reform.
party in New South Wales are stronger
than the Independents and the Labour
party combined; and sooner or later these
members of the Independent party in
this House will have to make up their
minds. They arcto-day, Ism told, intent
on wrecking the Government. I have
never been able to follow or understand
the argument used by the member for
Beverley in defending his attitude and
the eourse bie is going to take over the
vote. His excuse is that the Premier is
too enthusiastic, is too sincere, is too
determined to carry out the reforms he
has at heart. That, I take it, is his
complaint against the Premier. I think
that a fair interpretation. When he says
a man is too enthusiastic, what does he
meanu? That he holds his convictions as
a, sacred thing, that no matter what
obstacle is raised against them his en-
thusiasm will make him determined to
overcome the obstacle. The hon. mem-
ber for Beverley did not mind so long as
there was only one enthusiast in the
Cabinet. For my part, since I have
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joined the Government I have found
that every other member is in accord
with the Premier on this point. There is
no disunion, there is absolute unity; but
the member for Beverley has paid me a
very kind compliment, that my fault is not
one of insincerity, but that I am also
enthusiastic, and that when these two
enthusiasts get together the Government
are an unsafe force to conservatism, and
will carry out the special reforms that
the hon. member specially desires to
block. I do not think that altogether a
good argument, looking at the matter
from the point of view of numbers and
party tactics. Which is likely to be
stronger in the House, the party of 18
who have to depend, if they remain in
power, on the support of the Independent
section, or the solid party of 22, solid in
this sense, that whatever their differences
of opinion may be, however much they
may speak against one another, they are
prepared to go into the division lobby as
one man?1 They put the calls of party
before the calls of individual judgment
and conscience. We have these 22
members in the House who 'will shortly
occupy the Government benches, some of
whom will shortly occupy the Treasury
beach anid others wil sit behind the
Government or on this side of the House.
These members enjoy a special advantage
over others-I use the term in no offensive

way-in that they have no occupation
other than that of members of Parlia-
ment. They can always be here, not only
when the House is sitting, but within the
precincts of the House during a large
portion of the day. There is no other
body of men with such facilities
that give them a closer attention
to the business of the House. That
is a very good point in their favour;
but I am pointing out for the benefit of
the independent section of the House the
sort of people they are putting into
power. Which is the more difficult from,
the point of view of the member for
Beverley, to displace a weak Government
with 21 members, with greater claims on
their time than the Labour members, and
whait is of far more importance than any-
thing else, members who would not sur-
render their right of judgment, who are
absolutely independent, who reserve to
themselves the right to vote against the
Government when they think the Govern-

menit wrong; which is the more amenable
Government, one representing that party,
or one representing the solid Labour
partyP For my own part I rejoice
exceedingly, so far as one's own indi-
vidual feelings are concerned, that the
member for Beverley decided to take the
course he did. I think it is a mistake,
from the point of view of the country;
but I believe there is not a single mem.t
ber of the Government who is not glad
he has not been subject to the humilia-
tion of being dependent for his political
existence as a Minister upon the com-
bined Independent party on the one
hand and the Labour party on the other.
It never can be said with any degree of
justice, it can never receive the assent
of public opinion as a whole, that this
Government has sat in office one minute
longer than it could have avoided doing
so. We put the issue as plainly and
clearly as we could in the Governor's
Speech, and that was reiterated in the
Address-in-reply. We challenged the
House on the first opportunity, and as I
say, whatever we may think as to the
future of the country, whether we think
the Independents are acting wisely or
not, at any rate in consulting our own
personal interests, our own self-respect, I
do not believe there is a single member
of the Government who is not glad to be
relieved from office when he finds it diffi-
cult to hold it any longer with credit.
Another member who has indulged in a
good deal of vituperation, and a good deal
of imaginative eloquence, is the member
for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Tayrlor). There
isaE6story told by Michael Devitt in a
book in which he describes a conversation
he had with a convict, who said to Mr.
Devitt, after a long argument about
honesty and other matters, the sort of
subjectl to be discussed in gaol, " My
dea sr, I deny your contention that
there is any such thing as honesty in the
world at all." I could not help having
that vividly brought to my mind the
other night, when I listened to the speech
of the member for Mt. Margaret, in whicb
there was a sort of suggestion, nay more
than a suggestion, an actual indictment,
that everyone was dishonest on the
Government bench and, indeed practi-
cally in the whole House. If you looked
back farther into the politica career of
that hon. member, you would think he
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believed that everyone was dishonest
except the hon. member himself.

MR. TAYLOR: You said the same thing.
THEj MINISTER FOR WORKS:

There is a, Jewish proverb, " Seest thou
a man wise in his own conceit; thene is
more hope for a foal than for him." When
I remember how in that speech the hon.
member put himself forward as theone
infallible person, the one per-son who
never did a wrong action, who never said
anything untrue, who never made a
mistake, who was political purity per-
son ified, I wonder where you will find the
equal of his colossal vAnity. It has been
said that on~e characteristic of the unfor-
tunate class of people -who axe disposed to
crime is their colossal vanity, on the one
hand, and their- firm conviction that
everyone else in the world is dishonest
and is leagued against them. I have not
that opinion of the member for Mt.
Margaret; but in a kindly sense, if he
will take it so, I would urge that 'he
attempt to reform his opinions of the
political human race. I would urge him
to have some more charitable outlook
with regard to his fellow politicians. If
he goes on as he hogan, if he is always
attacking not only the members of the
Government but thie members of his own
party, people will begin to think he has
some sort of mental twist, that he cannot
be quite the political angel he would have
us believe, that through the continued
contemplation of the misdeeds of other
people he may have his own morality
sapped. I am not quite aware, however,
whether it is very necessary to take any
extended notice of the remarks of the
member for Mt. Margaret, because I find,

by the Press of his own party, he is so
asoluteIy discredited that it is somewhat

doubtful whether it is necesssary for this
House t ' accept what he says seriously.
Members of the Labour party always
vote together and always vote solidly;
hut occasionally there is a refreshiing
frankness in their language When they
are describing each other, and I have a
recollection of a historical occasion when
the member for Kanowna, thje member
for Mt. Margaret, anid the member for
Hannans met at Kanowna, and it was
astonishing the sort of language indulged
in.

MR. TALOR. Did he use the word
"skunk" ?

TaE MINISTER FOR WORKS:.
No; he used something even more
offensive, perhaps. There was one mem-
her of the Labour party, Mr. D). M.I
Wilson, secretary of the A;W.A., who
was quoted by the member for Mt. Mar-
garet as having said that be (Wilson)
was tired of Mr. Hastie's indifference,
and requested him (Mr. Taylor) to go
through the Kanowna, electorate in sup-
port of another candidate, I am reading
from the telegraphed report of a meeting
published 'from in a newspaper. Mr.
Wilson is reported Ito have jumped up anld
said: "Mr. Taylor, you are telling a de-
liberate lie, and I hurl it into your teeth."
To-night Mr. Taylor was bowled out by
my colleague the Minister for Mines, I
am not going to say in telling a
deliberate lie, but in indulging in
a. too frequent use, I will say, of
his exuberant imagination; and it is
astonishing the meekness with which the
bon. member took it. He did not express
contrition; he did not say, 11I made a
mistatke; I am sorry I made a uristake ";
he did not object in any way, but looked
upon it as the most usual thing in the
world to wake these mista'kes, and if he
was bowled out it did not very much
matter. In the election campaign they
served their turn. That reminds me of a
little experience of my own when I -was
fighting the political campaign at
Greeno ugh. A political supporter who
had been dragged into the conflict, as
supporters sometimes are, by a candidate,
bad occasion to reproach that candidate
with saying something that was palpably
untrue; and hke asked the candidate to
apologise. The candidate Admitted that
he had made a mistake, and said "I
will apologise, but after the election."
It seems to Me these are the tactics the
member for Mt. Margaret uses. He does
not mind what sort of misstatements he
may make: he gives his imagination the
very fullest play, and he has an imagina-
tion which would make him a successful
novelist, if he should ever leave the
political arena. He does not mind if his
imagination serves his purpose (to give it
no worse term) : he will let it go forth so
far as it will serve his immediate purpose.
He knows the old saying, that falsehood
flies and truth comes limping after.
Therefore it is not extraordinary to find
that on this occasion when given the lie
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direct by one of his own colleagues,
by one of his; own trade unionist
secretaries, he took it meekly and mildly.
However, on the same evening when they
were having some fun with the member
for Mt. Margaret, another gentleman who
is now sitting in the House, and whom I
see smiling, gave his candid opinion of
that hon. member. Mr. Wallace Nelson
spoke for about ten minutes, and what a
wonderful amount of vituperation be can
put into a Unmited amount of time. The
report says-.

Mr. Wallace Nelson, who spokefor about ten
minutes, said that, although it was a big order
to call Mr. Taylor a liar, Mr. Taylor had a
constitutional incapacity for accuracy. As a
Labour maember, Mr. Taylor had been a
thorougb traitor, a statement that he (Mr.
Nelson) was prepared to prove on a public
platform, from parliamentary records. lie
invited Mr. Taylor to attend a public meeting
on the subject. He thought it mean and
cowardly for "a renegade from the Labour
party " to come up amtongst what appeared to
he a large Dumber of honest working men,
with hiis "1idle and egotistical vapourings " on
things concerning which he knew very little,
but on which he could speak a great deal. It
time permitted, he (Mr. Nelson) would tour
Mr. Taylor's electorate before the election ad
prove to the Mt. Margaret electors what a
traitor Mr. Taylor wee.
I believe I am correct in slaying that the
member for Hannans had not the time to
do so. However, I do not know that the
member for Hannaus has revised his
opinion of the member for Mt. Margaret
ithe meanwhile. Perhaps "dite lion is

lying down with the lamb; " perhaps
they have shaken ban ds over this incident,
I only mention it to show that, if on some
occasions in a moment of heat I might
have spoken severely of some of my
present colleagues, at any rate I have a
very admirable and good example for the
same thing on the part of Labour
members. I do not suppose that these
opinions are always going to hold good.
I suppose that the member for Hsannaus
has since found that the " constitutional
incapacity " for speaking the truth or for
accuracy is merely this vivid imagination
that the member for Mt. Margaret and
other geniuses in the Opposition possess.
If we take what the member for Haunans
has said as true, if after all the member
for ML. Margaret deserves the strong
things said of him, we shall not be
greatly surprised that, in the speech
which he delivered in this Chamber a few

days ago, he let himself go with wore
than usual freedom, an~d forgot, as he
has unfortunately a habit of forgettin ,
that however lightly he might regard his
own honour, other members have some
feelings in these matters, and forgot that
he should not make a personal attack on
the honour of mewmhers without somie
basis behind it. The member is good at
retailing gossip he hears in the etrbets,
bringing it into the House and letting it
loose here, saying " He did not say so;
he made no charge, and was simply re-
tailing what others bad told him.' Is
that a very dignified attitude for an hon.
member to assume in this Rouse? H e
plays the part of a sort of political willy-
willy. He goes out like a whirlwind into
the streets, catches up the garbage lying
about, and then comes to this Chamber
and discharges it. He says, "I am not
responsible; it is simply unconscious
volition; I simply caught up what was
floating about the streets, and you must
not blamie me if it drops into the centre
of this Chamiber." I advise the hon.
member not to bring these emupty charges
into the House without being able to
substantiate them. Let us take one or
two charges-a typical one regarding
Captain Laurie, the chairman of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust. The mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret pointed out
that Captain Laurie was a6 chief steve-
dore. He had merely heard--he ida
not say it, but had merely
heard - such is his delightful way of
retailing gossip-that Captain Laurie
had removed vessels loading at the
wharf to replace them by other ships
which he was discharging as chief
stevedore at Fremantle. The hon. mem-
ber may not be sensitive on the point of
his own honour, but it is a serious
accusation. to make against any man
that in the public discharge of his duties
he took action to fill his own pocket.
When I was speaking a6 little white ago,
the hon. member uttered the word
"1skunk," referring to a speech I made
during the first session of last Par]lia-.
went. Does the hon. member recollect
the circumstances under which that
speech was made ? Does he not know,
as the country should know, that the
speech was delivered in defence of charges
made against the member for Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) in connection with
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the Kurrawang Syndicate? Does not he
know that in the early part of the first
session of last Parliament the debates
were disfigured by charges continually
made against hon. members of using
their political positions in order to
aggrandise themselves, to increase their
personal propertyP Although I may
have regretted what I said on that
occasion,,althoughi I may perhaps have
spoken too strongly, yet there is this at
least to be said, the speech, intemperate
as it may have been, put an end to the
vile accusations that characterised the
first session of that Parliament, and
dealt them their death-blow. Although
I suffered afterwards in public estimation
for making that speech. I always feel
satisfied that it was an effective stop to
the very insinuations that the member
for Mt. Margaret is now trying to revive.
I thank him for the interjection. It
recalls the circumstances to me. The hon.
member also insinuates that the Govern-
ment had dispensed with the clerk
controlling the Government advertise-
merits, in order that t'hey might distribute
their advertising favours more freely to
the Press on the eve of the general elec-
tions. Xv colleague the Treasurer has
pointed out the absolute untruth of that
statement; but running right through the
member for Mt. Margaret's speech was
the insinuation that since I have become
connected with the Government, special
favours have been dealt out to the news-
paper or the publishing firm with which
I am connected. I have no doubt he
would not be sorry if he had left the
impression on the minds of the public
that, since that advertising clerk had been
dispensed -with, the paper with which I
am somewhat connected had received
favourable treatment at the hands of the
Government. What are the actual facts ?
In the Treasury Department during the
five months to 3st May, 1903, when I was
not in the Government, the expenditure
to the West Australan was £48 1s. as
against,£37 14s. to the Morning Herald.
In the corresponding period of this year,
when I was a. member of the Government,
we find that the expenditure in the 'West
Australian has gone to £185, and the
expenditure in the Homning Herald has
only increased by £288. In any depart-
ment we like, we Shall find similar figures.
The newspaper with which I am connected

has, instead of gpining anything by the
change, if anything been penalised by it.
It will be found that oven in the case of
the Railway Department the money paid
to the West Australian increased from
£114 to £134, while the money paid to
the Morning Herald decreased from £97
to £286 8s. ; and so it goes on. Take
the figures department by department,
and it will be found that the increase
is much greater in the ease of that paper
which has given no support to the
Government, which has never supported
the Government when they needed sup-
port, a paper which has not ever dared
to express, or has apparently not thought
fit to express, an absolute and definite
opinion on the present political crisis.

Mia. TAntoR: Does the hon. member
deny that the reporter who travelled
round the country with the Minister for
Lands charged up his expenses P

Tns MINISTER roia LiNxDs: Nothing
of the kind.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
know nothing of the circumstance. I
cannot deny that with which I am abso-
lutely unacquainted. But take another
of the hon. member's accusations- that
'with regard to printing the Parlia-
mentary Rolls. At the time when certain
charges were made on that account
against the Government, a statement
appeared in the Morning Herald giving
the absolute facts so far as the persons
responsible for the printing were con-
cerned. The hon. member entirely dis-
regards that, and brings up the whole
question as if an explanation had never
been made; and I hope he is prepared to
carry the matter a little farther. I think
this system of making charges against
members, reflecting upon their personal
characters, and then letting those charges
drop when they have perhaps served their
political purpose, should be discontinued.
I know well what will be the policy of the
Labour Government in regard to men in
business ; I know that the Labour party
did their utmost to drive out of public
life the member for Williams (Hon. F. H.
Piesse), with charges such as those re-
lating to the Kurrawang Syndicate;i and
I know that some of them, like the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret, would do their
utmost to drive me out of public life.
This policy of theirs is part of a definite
system. Show me a member in this
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House who controls large commercial
interests-whether it be the member for
Williams, or for Sussex (Mr. F. Wilson),
or myself-na opportunity is lost,
whether by some Labour leaders or in a
certain unfortunate section of the Press
of this country, to bring the most violent
charges against these members, and with
only one object-to deprive the country
of the services of men who conduct large
business concerns,

Ma. TAYLOR: Your own Government
-not the Labour party-condemned the
member for Williams.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Even if that be so, that does not make
it any better-not in the slightest degree.
And the fact that one set of men made a
mistake will not prevent me from de-
nouncing a similar mistake when wade
by the hon. member and other members
of the Labour party.

Ma. DAunISE: Be fair and truthful.
THEs MINISTER FOR WORKS : Will

the hon. member say wherein I have
been untruthful ?

Mu. DAOLIsH (in explanation): I rise
to object to the bon. member's alleging
that the Labour party or any member of
it have unfairly attacked the members
for Sussex and Williams, and I positively
deny that any such attack has been
made, and challenge contradiction of my
denial.

THE MFINISTER FOR WORKS:
Again and again I have heard these
charges; again and again has the cry of
11boodler " been raised by the members
of the Labour party against the member
for Sussex, when he formerly occupied a
seat in this House. What of the
charges against Mr. A. U. Morgans,
when member for Coolgardie? What of
the charges when Mr. Morgans attempted
to form a Government ? Did not
Labour members disgrace politics in this
country by trying to appeal -not to the
reason of the people, but to their passions
and prejudices, by describing the members
of the Ministry as boodlors ? Surely we
mayv differ on points of policy, may differ
entirely in political views, without finding
it necessary to asperse one another's
honesty. The honour of the members
for Sussex and Williams, and my own
honour, is as dear to us as that of the
Labour members to them. They do not
seemn to think of that. I have a vivid

recollection of the terms used by the
Labour party when the Morgans Govern-
ment was for a brief period in power;
and I am here to-night to raise my voice
against such conduct, because it will do
untold harm to the public life of this
country. In regard to the charge as to
printing the electoral rolls, that charge
is either true or not true. If true, a
penalty should be visited upon the guilty
persons. I court the very fullest inquiry.
I hope a fair select commit-tee will be
appointed. I can well remember a, select
committee about a land transaction at
Kalgoorlie, in which the-then member for
Haunans did not hesitate to accuse me
in this Chamber of corruption. 1 took
the aecusation quietly. I said, as I say
now, that I courted the fullest publicity ;
I wanted inquiry. The inquiry was held;
I was absolutely acquitted of the charge;
and. I do not doubt in the slightest degree
that every one of these charges of the
member for Mt. Margaret, whether against
me or against other Ministers, will if
sifted to the bottom be found absolutely
without foundation. Now we have got to
a pitch when a section of the weekly press
-the Sunday Press as it is sometimes
called-aided and abetted by certain
members of Parliament who are no
bettor, week after week make charges
against the integrity of bon. members
and against other public men. After a
time these charges are repeated so con-
stantly, while nothing comes of them,
that the conscience of the public becomes
dulled. People believe, no doubt, that
there is nothing in the charges; they
look on it as a venial sin that the names
of public men are aspersed. What is to
happen ultimatelyP All the time you
are dulling the public conscience; all the
time you are persuading the public that
the cry of wolf has been raised so often
that there is nothing in it. Sooner or
later some hon. member with great talk
of honesty on his lips, with strong accu-
sations against other members in his
mouth-some politician with a great
parade of politicatl virtue himself-will,
with the impunity that is offered to him,
the indifference that these constant
attacks foster in the public mind, be able
to comm nit. some act of colossal political
dishonesty, and will have every chan'ce
in the world of ecaping scot-free; for
the cry of wolf will have been raised so
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often that the public will refuse to
believe the charge against him. How
did Tammany come into existence irn
America? Very much in the same way.
And if we vitiate public opinion week
after week by these slanderous charges
against public men, we shall prepare the
way for Tammany rule in this country.
it least we have a, right to claim that
mnembers of the Legislature shall show no
sympathy wit h this sort of thing; and in-
stead of imitating it as the member for Mt.
Margaret has dlone, shall denounce it in
the strongest and most condemnatory lan-
gu age. To deal with one miore point, it has
been said against me that my attitude in re-
gard to the Upper House has undergone
a complete change. When the member
for Mt. Margaret spoke on the subject,
he referred to the speech made by me in
the Queen's. Hall. I a~sked the hon.
member to quote from it, but he refused
to do so. If the bon. member had read the
spech, possibly he would not have made
the charges. I have refreshed my memory,
I have looked through the speech. and I
have failed to see anything in the language
I used that can be regarded as an un-
doubted expression of opinion on my part
that the tinie had come to abolish the
Upper House in this State. What were
the words I used on that occasion? I
said:

As political matters develop, there is one
reform to which early and close consideration
will have to be given.
I referred to the abolition of the Upper
House. Was I right or wrong? Here
to-day we have a Labour Government
coining into vower that is pledged in its
hostility to the U7pper House.

Ms. DAeISsH:' Not pledged to the
abolition of the Upper House.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:- The
Labour party are not pledged!T I am glad
I have got that. Therefore we know the
policy of the future Government is not to
be the abolition of the Upper House..
That will he a shock to some of the sup-
porters of the Labour party that on that
point the Labour party have been mis-
represented. I pointed out in my speech
what had taken place in Canada, and I
said-

White I do not absolutely pledge myself,
yet if it can he shown that in Canada only
the best results followed from the abolition of
the Upper House, then would arise a political]

question which would have to be dealt with
before many years elapsed.
Is there any member who will deny that
if it can be shown that in Canada the
best results followed from that experi-
ment, the question must arise, that it
will have to be dealt with before many
years elapse? Looking at it afresh, a
good many months after the statement
was made, it is a statement that seems to
be perilously near platitude, although I
made it myself. I went on to say;-

If I had to choose between two weak Cham-
bers reduced to proportions that would not
adequately represent all interests, I wonld
prefer one single strong Chamber.
Does the member for Bleverley, the con-
servative of conservatives, even object to
a statement of that sort? I believe if we
had two weak Chambers reduced to pro-
portions that did not adequately -represent
all interests, that member would be in
favour of a single-Chamber constitution.
The truth of the matter is that there are
some people who have little faith in the
House, so little real conviction of its
benefit to the country, that if you make
the slightest suggestion that the Upper
Chamber is not to be endowed with
political immortality, that it cannot exist
for all time, then immediately someone is
courageous enough to call uttention to
that fact, the conservative people break
into cold perspiration of political fear.
The language I used in ray Queen's Hall
speech has been forgotten, but the im-
press on remains until to-day. That is
one unfortunate thing that every public
man has to contend with: he uses certain
language, and he cannot tell what im-
pression it will have on any of the people
of te State-on the timorous people of
the State. It may have been thought that
I was a sort of red-hot revolu tionary, and
that on the very first opportunity I should
seek the abolition of the Upper House. I
returned to the subject again in this
Chamber, and it will be within the recollec-
tion of members that last session I moved a
motion urging that the question of &single-
Chamber constitution should be referred
to a6 referendum, and I am anxious to learn
-I suppose I shall soon know-whet her
the Labour party, who I believe supported
me on that occasion, are in favour of it.
That is always what they used to do. If
I brought forward a measure of progres-
sive legislation there was great unanimity
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on the part of the Labour party in sup-
porting it, but if I brought forward any-
thing which imperilled the fate of the
Government, the Labour party would not
stipport me. But on that occasion the
Labour party voted with me, and what I
proposed, if members will look at the
speech and the motion of that time, was
that a constituency referendum should be
held. Even at the risk of giving a shock
to the conservative members of the corn-
mnity, no matter what our opinions may
be on the subject, no matter how much
we may attempt to oppose it, sooner or
later-and sooner probably-the referen-
dum is going to be a working political
force in the constitutions of Australia.
It is no use shutting our eyes to the fact;
it is no use, like the ostrich hiding its
head in a bush and thinking there is no
danger : the referendum is going to
come, no matter how much some may
oppose it. (Msunnn:t You will have to
convert the Premier.) I do not know if
I have converted the Premier or whether
1 can or not, come it will just the same.
Perha~ps: the Premier has already been
converted, but I am more anxious at the
present time to convert the Labour party
to my view, so that they will aet con-
sistently and support a simnilar motion to
that brought forward last session, and
that was for a constituency referendum.
If we are going to have a mass referen-
dum on questions as, they arise in the
country, it means that the power of the
constituencies, the constitutional unit, is
absolutely wiped nut. Itt means that the
large centres of population on the gold-
fields and in the towns can on every
occasion, if they like, annul the vote of
the agricultural districts. It means that
if the Labour Government gets into power,
and finds itself at variance with members
of the House, it can, by an executive act
immediately the House adjourns, have
a mass referendum to show what the
opinions of the mass of the people, apart
from the constituencies, are. I wonder
if that occurred to the member for
Beverley. I wonder if this occurred to
him, although this comning session the
Labour party have it in their power, and
have every possible excuse for saying that
there is no time for legislation; has it
occurred to the lion. member that
immediately the House is prorogued, it
will be possible for the Government to

have a referendum in regard to any
question on which it wishes to get a mass
vote of the peopleV And although there
may be a disposition in Parliament to
cenune the Government for taking a
referendum without the consent of a-a
ment, if a mass vote of the electors goes
with the Government, it will ioe difficult
to get a majority of the members of the
House to vote against the Government.
Perhaps you should not prophesy before
you know. I put this to the conservative
party, that if as I believe the referendum
is coinnr, and you have only to look
abroad, you have only to look at the
United States and other countries, vast
political communities to see how rapidly
it is coming, when you find it being
adopted in a number of the States of the
American Union, is it not infinitely
better that we should exercise all our
energies to maintain the constituencies,
the integral elements in the constitution,
rather than allow the constituencies to be
outvoted by the mass of the people,
whenever a Government is in power that
cannot get in. regard to its policy that
support from the smaller constituencies
which it thinks it has a right to corn-
inand ? I will not go on much longer
with this question, which is a big topic
in itself. I notice that the hour is getting
late, and I hare no doubt there is a desire
that a. division shall be taken to-night ;
therefore I w,Ill bring my remarks to a
close. So far as the Government are
concerned, this debate will I think, when
party spirit has died down, be held to
have justified the Government even
though they vacate office. I have not
been concerned to defend the actions of
the Government before I joined them, for
two reasons. One is that on some past
occasions, as I have admitted, I was
opposed to them; and the farther reason
is that members of the Government who
have spoken before me have been quite
capable of defending themselves. I have
perhaps unduly in my remarks referred
tomy owunactionsi. I thought at thefirst it
would not he necessary for me to indulge
in a speech which dealt so largely with
my own personality. Possibly the fact
that I have been returned, that my~ con-
duct has been approved by my constitu-
ents, is actually sufficient justification;
but it might have been said, as the
worst complexion is always put upon
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one's conduc;t by, some people, had
I not spoken to-night, had I not
explaned fually my adieu in joining the
Government, that I remained silent
because I had no explanation to give.
At any rate I think members must admit
that the explanation I have gieiis
candid and prfectly straightforward. I
have doewa onceived to ble my
duty, and I feel convinced that even had
I1 made a mistake. the great majority of
the members of this House would acquit
me of having acted either from sordid or
dishonourable motives.

HON. F. H. PIESSE (Katauning):
First I wish to tender to you, Mr.
Speaker, my hearty congratulations o
3 our assuming the high and important
position of Speaker of this House. I feel
too that I cannot, on the first opportunity
of speaking in this new Chamber, do so
without alluding to our meeting in the
new building. As one of the oldest
members of Parliament from the com-
mencement of responsible government, I
feel that in meeting here we enter on a new
epoch in our political history. Un-
fortunately a question has arisen which
no doubt will result in the present
Government going out of office. This is
a change which will cause a division
between the old and the new, as it were.
For the first time in the history of the
State it is probable that a Labour
Government will assume the control of
the affairs of Western Australia; and
therefore I feel it would not be out of
place on my part at this stage to maake a
few remarks with regard to the Speech
which has been delivered by his
Excellency the Governor. I allude to
the Speech in this way. I feel that in
the change which is about to take place
we shall lose for a timec at least from the
arena of politics a party w ith which many
of those who will come on this side of the
House have been associated like myself
in the building up of the interests of this
country and controlling its destinies;
therefore I would like to say it gives me
great pleasure and gratification to read
ina the Speech such a, splendid retrospect of
the three ycars' administration of the
present Government. I felt in reading
that retrospect or in hearing it read
that it was in a measure endorsing
the work of their predecessors; and as
one of those who can well claim to be one of

those predecessors, I feel that the works
which have been. accomplished by the
then Government during their adminis-
tration. can be taken credit foe by those
who were associated with myself in the
earlier days of the administration of the
affairs of this country. If we look at the
programme which has been put forward,
and this statement which has been given
by the Government, we shall find
there really is much to congratulate our-
selves upon. The Government have good
reason for their congratulations in regard
to the country's prosperity; but I feel
that notwithstanuding the fact that much
credit is due to them, they have lost many
an opportunity of giving credit to others,
The great question of our lands adminis-
tration is one that has given very great
satisfaction to the count 'ry. During the
last 18 months we have seen land settle-
ment going on in this country in a way
which has been most encouraging, and I
have heard from the lips of Lhe present
Minister for Lands his wonderful state-.
ment of the large area th at ha~s been
occupied. One would be led to believe
by that statement that the present
Government have been the cause of
bringing about this great and wonderful
change in the country; bat after all I
think that some credit is due to their

P redecessors in office who framed those
aws which have been so liberal and

which have been recognised throughout
Australia as offering the greatest
inducement to the land settler to take up
his abode upon the land. We have seen
this remarkable change, and there is no
one who has% loolked upon it With greater
pleasure than I 'have; and 1I feel not-
withstanding the fact that the present
Minister has done his duty in a6 way
everyone must admire, yet a great deal of
the success is due to those who originated
those laws and brought them into
practice, and especially the late Minister
Mr. G. Throssell, one of the earlier
Ministers Mr. Richatrdson, and prior to
him a Minister who was also 6nergetio
and hard-working, the late Mr. Marmion.
All these inendid their duty to the country,
and I have never heard at any time any
commendation given hr the present
occupants of the Treasury benches in
regard to thle work of their predecessors.
I think we should give credit to whom
credit is due. Credit is due to these men
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as it is to the present Administration
for the good work they have done, and as
I said just now no one recognises that
work more than I do. I feel that somne
record should be made and placed before
this House Of the work of the men who
have given equally good service to the
country as the present administrators.
In regard to the Coolgardie Water Scheme
the present Minister for Railways, the
Treasurer, takes credit to himself for
havirng brought this work out of chaos.
[Interjection.) Perhaps the bon. member
himnself may not have Bald it repeatedly,
but it has been said most repeatedly
by his colleagues, I would lEke to
say at this stage that notwithstanding
the fact that there may have been
some delys almost immediatelypro
to their coming into office, still that wr
was brought up to a stage nearing its
completion. -Much good work can be
attributed to their immediate predecessors.
Very hard work has been accomplished,
and we must not forget that we have
lived through the period when things
were not so normal as they are now. At
the time I allude to, the' country wee
going ahead by leaps and bounds, and a
great many things had to be done. Now
we have reached a stage when work is
not to be had so easily, and when the
works to be undertaken aire not so great
and onerous. Those in charge at that
time deserve, perha-ps, more credit than
those in power at this time. What have
we heard of the Minister for Mines
(Hon. H. Gregory) from every side of
the House ? Expressions of good feeling
and confidence regarding his administra-
tion. We have heard much of the
success of the public batteries, but who
was it that introduced this public battery
svstemn? A Minister whose name is not
often mentioned in this House in connec-
tion with the success of those batteries.
I allude to Mr. H. B. Lefroy, the prsent
Agent General. Unfortuately, the bat-
teries were not brought to the stage of
completeness which they have now
attained; but they were carried on with
equal benefit to the interests and the
welfare of the country by previous
Ministers as they are to-day. Then we
come to our railway system which to-day
is talked of as our great asset. It is
admittedly a work that has done much
to develop the resources of this country.

The railways, however, were makinj
bettor progress four years ago as
money-making concern. Of course the
are to-day established on a basis who]!
will ultimately make them a successfu
concern to the country. lImprovement.
are being made; but during the last thre,
years the expenditure has inoreasei
rather than decreased. Of course thi
year the working expenses are beginninj
to diminish, and this is due to the Corn
mnissioner. No one wishes him greats
success than I do. He is working hard
These are results the present Govern
ment seem to take all the credit for
but they were the outcome of th1
thoughtfulness and confidence of the met
who preceded them. The admiuistratioz
of the James Government is good
They have a good retrospect of whiel
the country may feel proud; but
say some acknowledgment should be givex
to those who founded the base on whici
they built the structure. The Govern men
had the foundations laid, and the countri
is to be congratulated upon the succesi
of the structure. With regard to thi
policy of the Government, some explana
tion will be necessary from me at thii
time in regard to the action I inten(
to take. I feel at this stage that then
are one or two points upon which I ough
to touch. The broadening of the franchbisi
for the Legislative Council has beet
spoken of very frequently to-night, am
very frequently by the Premier tbrougl
the country. I am entirely opposed. t(
an alteration in the franchise for thi
Legislative Council, and I cannot, there
fore, assimilate my view to the views o:
the Government, or to views of those ot
the present Opposition side. I am opposef
to the state control of liquor, because or.
the great difficulty there is in connectioi
with the management of such concerns
The one instance at Gwalia is a success
for there the management is satisfactory
but if we take over the control of a0
the hotels, we shall find in numeroui
instances the management will not be a(
satisfactory as it has been at Gwalia.

Mat. H. BRtOWN: That is one of thi
planks of the Labour party.

RoN. IF. H. PlESSE: I shall dea
'with that directly. In connection witi
the bursting up of big estates, the Preinie
has made a statement which has gone
forth to the world that there are 7,000,00(
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acres of land locked up in large estates.
But in fact, there are only 11,000,000
acres altogether alienated or in process
of alienation from the Crown. Freeholds,
including the Midland Railway Coin pany's
lands, do not exceed 7,000,000 acres.
This is the kind of statement which

caues norousinjury to the country,
especially when we know that we have so
m uch land available for settlement-
something like 81,000,000 acres, as
mentioned by the Minister for Lands, in
the South-Western corner of this State.
It seems so unaccountable to those
looking to this country as a place
to settle in to find anyone boasting
of this enormous area in the South-
West and at the same time talking
of bursting up large estates. I am quite
in accord with the Premier and the Gov-
ernment in regard to the sale of any
large estates which are said to be locked
up; but we are going too far in bringing
about legislation to deal with this matter
at present when we have this enormous
area available for settlement under our
laud laws.

MR. BiTH:- We have railways to these
large estates.

HON. F. H. FJESSE: We have also
railways to our Crown lands. Another
question spoken of frequently is tho boast
of the Government of the large number
of Bills introduced and carried by the
Government--something like 48 passed
last session. I have frequently raised my
voice against having a. large number of
Bills introduced. The result of this is
that legislation has; been passed which
will need amnendment in the very near
future; and the difficulty is to know
where we are. It has been impossible in
the past for members of this House to
deal in a proper manner with the Bills
which have been placed before us for
consideration. This is a boast the Premier
has made. I think it would have been
pre~crsable, instead of passing 48 Bills, to
have dealt with one-fourth that quantity
and to have dealt with them well. I
should like to give my reasons briefly as
to why I am sitting on the Opposition
side of theHouse. Throughout the whole
of my political experience I have been
consistent; and I feel at this stage that I
cannot change my opinions and vote with
the Premier and his party. I feel that
the legislation which he has introduced

from time to time has been of such a
character that it is very little removed
from the policy of the Labour party; and
so I sit in Opposition to the Government.
Now although, as I said just now, I amn
not able to join with the Government,
there is less possibility of my joining
with the Labour party. I am satisfied
that the policy the Premier has brought
forward is not in the best interests of the
country, and that it is so closely allied to
that of the Labour party that it does not
seem to me that it would be in keeping with
the opinions I hold to support him,
When. we find that the leader of tile
Opposition (Mr. Daglish) did his best to
bring forward a speech condemnatory of
the actions of the Government and failed
to mke any important points in that
direction, we can well discover the reason.
It was because Mr. Daglish knew he had
his best friends sitting On the Ministerial
benches, and therefore he found it difficult
to bring any charges against the Govern-
ment. The elections have resulted in
our having a large number sitting on the
Labour benches, and an almost equal
party sitting on the Government side of
the House; while there are one or two
Independents sitting on the Opposition
side.

Ma. Bunous: Discontents.
HoN. F. H. PIESSE: Call them what

you please. Holding the opinions I dolI
cannot agree with the Government in
regard to their legislation; and I cannot
agree with the -Labour party in regard to
their policy. In the interests of the State
it is better I should, under the circum-
stances, vote ant the Government.
Why do I takegthis view ? If we refer
to a leader which was published a few
days ago in the Morning Herald we shall
find these words:

It is not denied that the present Govern-
ment have been responsible for passing almost
the whole of the legislation that has made
possible the existence of the Labour party es
an important political factor; but notwith-
standing this, upon the first chance of securi ng
office the Labour members are willing to ally
themselves with the old reactionary element
that has fought against demoeratie reform.
With tbat statementbefore us it seems quite
impossible to co-operate with the Govern-
ment; for the Government, who have in the
first place conceded all that the Labour
party required, way if allowed to remain in
power on sufferance he driven to great ex-
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tremes in formulating progressive legisla-
tion, which I label " dangerous," and
which I think will become a menace
to the best interests of the State. In these
circumstances, I feel that I cannot give
my support to the Government, preferrig
at this stage to vote against them rather
than allow them to continue longer in
office.

[12 o'clock, midnight.)

Mu. F. CONNOR (Kimberley): May
I, on my first appearance in this new Par-
liment, congratulate you, Mr. Speaker,
cdn the office which you occupy, the
highest it is possible to confer (in any
citizen. I think that when this session
is finished we shall have found in you a
gentleman capable of controlling the
affairs of this Chamber with honour to
yourself and profit to the country. The
question before us is an amendment to
the Address-in-reply, an amendment
which means no confidence in the Gov-
erment, And we who have been re-
turned as representatives of the people
want to explain to the country our posi-
tion, to tell the people who have sent us
here how we shall vote on so moment-
ous an occasion. This I will tell
my constituents and the country if my
friends on top (Press reporters) will
report me;i for though the hour is
rather late I want the paints in what I
have to say recorded. I want to tell the
country why, and I shall not dissemble as
to why I will vote in favolur of the aumend-
mont, which if carried will be the means
of throwing out thLe Government. We
are asked why this amendment is moved.
Well, in the first place, I will tell mem-
bers that the present Government are
being driven out of power because of their
want of knowledge of the requirements
of the country, and of a particular part of
this country, the North. The member
for Geraldton (Mr. Carson) ought not to
interrupt me, because af ter all ITam taking
the part hb' should have taken-a part
which he was either unable to take or
which he did not see fit to take. I shall
try to undertake the defence of the North
of this country as against the remainder.
If we consider that the revenue of the
State is nearly four millions; that to
finish the works proposed by th6 present
Government. and which I will enumerate
if necessary, a loan of between two and

three millions is proposed, we shall find
that in Geraldtou and north of Gerald-
ton-and I cannot understand the mem-
ber for Geraldton laugching atthis-there
is not one shilling of public money pro-
prosed to be spent on public works. For
that reason I say that the Government
are not trying to develop the fairest and
the best part of this country, namely
Geraldtou and the North.

MR. Buons: Not the goldfields ?
Mn. CONN OR: I am not talking

about bridges for York. The interjec-
tions of the member for York, who was
-not game to speak himself, will make me
occupy more time than I intended. The
Rouse wishes to know why some members
are voting for the amendment. My
reason is, the want of knowledge by
the Government of the affairs of the
country, and their want of considera-
tion for and their almost expressed
hostility to a development of the North.
In this indictment I include the member
for Greenough, the Minister for Works
(Hon. 3, L. Nanson). There are other
reasons independent of the want of con-
sideration for the North why the Govern-
ment should be thrown out, and I will
try and describe what they are. One
may bedescribed as; the "Julia Percy" Job,
and I will go into the details of that
before I have finished. When I have
explained the position and given the facts,
they will prove to the House that that
alone would be sufficient to throw any
Government that may exist anywhere in
the world out of power, if purity of
administration is to be attained. I do
not Want to say much about it, and
although I cannot help mentioning the
Hicks libel case, I do not want to say
anything at all derogatory to the Minister
for Mines. He has done his duty to the
best of his ability in regard to depart-
mental work; h ub in that case the Gov-
ernment took the responsibility of the
Minister's action on their shoulders, and
although' the matter is past and the Gov-
ernment have had to pay, any .other
Government who will come into power
and will undertake to do the same thing
will deserve to be clhncked out of power
for it. I want it to bc uinderstood that
it is not the question of the man or the
individuality of the man, but~ if a man
makes a mistake, whether a Minister or
the Premier, the Government have no
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right to put a tax on the shoulders of the

re pie to pay for that mistake. But the
ov1erument put a tax on the shoulders

of the people to pay for the newspapers'
libel. The country has no right to carry
the costs on its shoulders, and any Par-
liament or any Government in power
who would do as this Government has
done would be deserving of the censure
of the country. The Minister for Lands,
in speaking of me the other night,
described myself and my constituents
as black people, and I think be
said that I was a fair reflex of mny
constituents. I do not knowr that I
am any blacker than he is. I am not so
black that I would be the Minister for
Lands and carry out, ase the hon. member
did, such an inquiry as the Morton Craig
inquiry I should be white enough to
say that the man should have a fair
trial. I have no hesitation in saying, in
conne~ction with the Morton Craig inquiry,
that Mr. Craig, who was the Chief
Inspector of Stock in this country for

ears, did not have a. fair inquiry. I
cv said that before and I say it again

now. Mr. Morton Craig was arraigned
before a court appointed by the House,
of which the member for Boulder 'was
chairman, and when I wras. asked to give
evidence, T said "1This should not be a
question of your opinion; it should be a,
question of witnesses coming before you
and giving evidence on oath "; and Mr.
Hopkins, who is now Minister for Lands
and member for Boulder, objected to that.
He held the inquiry to suit himself.
That matter should have been brought
before the House. The dispensing of the
services of a. man of the standing of Mr.
Craig, who had been 16 or 17 years in the
service, should not have been at the will
of the Minister, Evidence should have
been taken so that some responsibility
would rest with the people who composed
the court. There was no responsibility
on the Minister for Lands. He said "I
will take the evidence and decide as I
like." I hold that Mr. Morton Craig's
case was made good by himself, and he
should have been exonerated and con-
tinued in his position; but the inquiry
was conducted in such a manner that it
was not satisfactory. The Government of
the day have made various appointments,
and there are other appointments which,
although they did not make, they are

responsible for. There was the appoint-
ment of Mr. George, the Commissioner of
Railways, the appointmaent of Capt.
Laurie, who is the chairman of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust; there was the
appointment of Mr. Rason, who is the
present Colonial Treasurer, and the
appointment made by the then Govern-
ment of Mr. Gardiner as Colonial
Treasuirer; the appointment of Mr.
Hopkins as Minister for Lands; and
lastly the appointment of the Minister
for Works, Mr. Nan son. On this im-
portant occasion the country would like
to know whether or not appointments
such as I have mentioned should be made
in the future, and under similar circum-
stances. Let we tell mewmbers of another
appointment that was nearly being made,
and would have been if I had been de-
feated for Kimberley. I cannot thank
the. members on the Treasury bench for
not being defeated. Another appoint-
ment in the near future to some position
in the Ministry would have been Mr.
Pigott, I bad the honour of opposing
Mr. Pigott, and the first time he ad-
dressed the electors he spoke for an hour
and a-half in condemnation of the James
Government. Three days afterwards,
and the last occasion on which Mr. Pigott
'was before the public, he did not talk in
condemnation of the Government. I do
not know why. He said he was not so
much opposed to the James Government,
and would not mind a coalition. I am
not in favour of a coalition with the
Jamesd Government, and I am going to
pin my colours to the mast and kreep
them there. Let me refer to one or
two reasons why the Government should
not continue in power. There was the
carrying out and finishing of the Occi-
dental lease business. I think that suf-
ficient reason why the Government should
not continue longer in power. We
know the history of that business,
and we are all satisfied that such
a thing should not occur again. There
were the secret purchases of land at
Fremantle which were conducted by the
present Government, and such trans-
actions as these should not occur again.
There was also the purchase of land at
Arrino. I am not personal, because the
gentleman concerned is not in this House.
Such transactions as those should not be
encouraged, where land was purchased at
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2s. an acre and a few days afterwards
bought by the Government at s. an acre.
These are things which any honest Gov-
ernment should not encourage. Then
another reason why we are voting in
favour of the amendment is that it is
proposed by the Government that there
shall be State control of the liquor traffic
and State insurance. I am not in favour
of either of those things. I do not think
it would be for the benefit of the country
that the Government should take them in
charge. We are told by the gentlemen
at present in power that the finances of
this country are in a good state; but I
have no hesitation in saying, from some
knowledge I have in connection with this
matter, that the Treasury cheat is
practically empty, and I suppose that
before we can flnish the public works
policy of this country it will be necessary
to borrow money to go on with. Under the
present r~gime, I do not think the credit
of Western Australia is so very good that
we could go and borrow in London, and
I am sure we could not borrow at par.
Unless we go to the Eastern States for
the money to carry on with, I do not
know whene we are going to get it. That
is the one trouble in connection with the
present position of the people who sit on
this (Opposition) side of the House, and
who are ging in the near future to sit on
that* (Governamenlt) side. I have no
hesitation in saying the work of this
country will be carried on better by the
men who are going to occupy those
benches than it has been by the men who
occupy them at present; but there
is this trouble before them, the only
one: where will they get the mone ,y to go
on with P I want to Justify my position
in supporting this amendment, and I will
start by saying that since the present
people in power have had the honour of
being there, they have done everything
they possibly could to keep back the
interests of the North of this country.
In connection with redistribution there
have been two Bills before the House in
the last few years. Every movement has
been fostered by the James Government
towards the disfrachisement of the North
of this country We in the North have
not the popuilation necessary for us to
have a certain number of members, hut
we have the industries there. We have
the industries, and we have the territories,

which demand that we should be repre-
seated. One-third of the coast-line of
this State is represented by one member,
and he represents three important indus-
tries-the pearling industry, the pastoral
industry, and the mining industry. One-
third of the coast line is, I say, repre-
Vented by one man, when there are 50
members in this House; and when mem-
bers take into consideration that all1 those
industries are successful, and remember
the export of wool and beef and mutton,
pearl shell. and pearls, from that one par-
ticular place, they will see that an injustice
has been done by providing that one man
-must represent all those industries. I
will ask my friends on these (Opposition)
benches, whom I am going to be friendly
with, and whom I have of necessity to be
friendly with-though I would be, even
if it were not of necessity-to take into
consideration that the time must come
when they must think again before asking
one man to represent all that I have
described. (Interjection.) There would
have been no mining representatives, if it
had not been for the district I represent.
We are told about how the Government
are helping to develop the resources
of the country. If 'a small goldfield
happens to break out near the Eastern
Goldields the people there will naturally
say, "We want facilities. " They are
perfectly right, and they will demand
a railway; but we should take into
consideration the fact that in West Kim-
beoney this year 5,000 bales of wool will
be brought to the cost there, from within
50 miles to 800 miles all down the coast,
and there are no roads there. We have
tropical rains which wash away the
tracks, and if ai member like myself'
happens to go to one of the members of
the Ministry and ask him for a few
hundred pounds for a roads board, he
may possibly get it, but it will be a
personal favour to the mnember himself,
and not to the roads board.

MR. HAsTIE: How do you do the
business P

MR. CONNOR: It does not matter
how we do the business. I want it to be
clearly understoo that it is not a quaes-
tion of £100 or £200 to the North, nor
is it a question of £1,000 or £2,000 for
the North for the roads hoards. I am
-not talking of East Kimberley, where
my own interests are, but of West
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Kimberlev, and 'I say it ought to be a
question there of making roads, so that
these people can carry on the industry
in which they are engaged, and this woo]
be brought down to the port and shipped.
As I said, if a small goldfield breaks out
anywhere on the Eastern Goldfields,
there is a railway demanded, and if there
is an agricultural area surveyed and
pegged out there is a railway. Why
should not the North have the same
facilitiesP Why should not the people
from Qeraldton and the North have
something out of the revenue which is3
being expended; not only the revenue
but the loan expenditure? It is a
disgrace to this country and to the people
who govern it that the affairs of the North
of this State should be in the state they are.
In the other States-and I am talking
now to the Government and to my frend
the Minister for Works, who ought to
know a bit about agricultural business
because agriculturists put him in-
where the rainfall is not so abundant it
is recognised to be the duty of the Gov-
ernment that water conservation and~
boring for artesian water should be
carried on. Why do we not do that here ?
We cannot carry on always with mining.
At present we are practically living on
mining. It should be the first duty of a,
Government to see that if artesian water
is to be obtained in the country, it is
made available, and if it is not, that
bhere should be some other means of
Ginding water for the purpose of carrying
m) and making a success of the agricul-
-ural and pastoral industries of the State.
I see my friend the member for Pilbsarr
:Mr. ladell) sitting on the Government
,ide of the House. I do not know
*vhy he should be there. I also see
he member for Roebourne sitting there.
Ido not know why he should be on the
lovernment side, because the Govern-
nent do very little for the North. Not
-hat I think we should sit on the side
vhich gives most to us; but I think some
Iteration should be made, and that some
onsideration should be given to the
ieople who toil in the north of this
ountry, and that we should have some
onsideration in the expenditure of money.
hat it should not all be spent in the
!outh. There is a town at Derby which
7as established 20 years ago; and there
iWyndbam, which was established 18

years ago, for I was there 18 years ago;
and in neither of these towns is there yet
a school, We hear from the Premier
what sounds very nice about secondary
education; but we should not talk about
this until we have primary schools in
the places I have described, places where
people have to live but will not live
because they cannot rear their families
i~n them. The Government have been to
blame if the schools are not established
in these places. I had a promise from
my friend the Hon. F. H. Piesse, when he
was Minister for Works, that he would
supply schools at these places. He
did not do so, and the result is that
there is no settlement in the towns, for
people will not stay where there are no
schools. Until we have these schools in
the North, I think it premature to talk
about secondary education in other parts
of the country. The North saved this
country when it was bordering on bank-
ruptcy in the old days, when there was
no gold mining here in the South, and no
revenue except that which was derived
from the pearling industry and wool of
the Northi-West, and from the mines in
Kimberley. It is of interest to members
on this side of the House to know that
the wool-growing industry is increasing
very largely in the North; but, unfortun-
ately, there is a disease there which the
people working in that. industry get. It
is a fever, but I do not know what it is
called. I had a trip up there lately, and
travelled about 250 miles up the road;
and I saw no less than a hundred shearers
and workers lying on the road. No pro-
vision is made by the Government for
them. They were in a bad state of fever.
I am not exaggerating; I saw it with my
own eyes. I tried to help them as I
went along. This Electoral Act prevented
me, as I was going down, from giving
them creature comforts; but I broke the
Act. There are hundreds of shearers
working on these roads, and some con-
sideration should be given to them. They
should, at least, have medicine of some
sort to help them get through the trouble
of this bad fever. I have been told that
the stations. are not too good to the men;
and I would suggest that the Government
should provide medicine chests for these
stations, if the station owners will not
give any help themn selves. It is aserious
matter, worthy of the consideration of

Addreas-in-reply, [9 AuGUST, 1904.



272 Addrese-is-reply : ASMEYFy4d.

this House, that these men should lie
there and die, and rot on the ground,
with nobody to help them. They are
away from all civilisation, hundreds of
miles from the coast. It is necessary
they should get some consideration from
the Government. When they get to the
coast the hospitals will not take them in ;
and this under our supreme Govern went!1
The hospitals are not well Qquipped; and
the man who wants to get into one, though
be may earn only a fe~w shillings a
month, has' to pay Ile. 3d. per day to
be kept in the hospital. flow can these
men do it ? The hospitals might a wel
not be there. I blame the Government
for not introducing a measure which
would help the men I bate been talking
about, men who have spent the best
part of their lives in developing and
working the out-parts of this State. It
is necessary that men like them, who
ha ve not been able to make provision for
themselves, and who have not been able
to make enough money to keep them in
their old age, should have some pro-
vision made for them, call it old-age
pensions or not. They have spent the
best part of their lives in developing the
country, and are stranded in their old
age, If the Government had been less
employed, or if the Premier (and 1
notice always that when I have to opeak
he is not in the Chamber) had been less
employed in cigarette legislation and
that sort of thing, and had taken into
consideration that the telegraph com-
rnunication between here and the North
is interrupted two months out of the 12,
and sometimes five days out of six,
and had brought influence to bear upon
the Federal Government, who have
charge of this business, they would have
been carrying out the duties the country
pays them for better than by carrying
out such legislation as I have referred
to. When I was in the North, the first
day I arrived there the telegraph war.
down; the next daty it was up for about
10 minutes ; the next day it was down
again, and so it went on. Why should
we allow the Federal Government to
carry on this telegraph business in such
a manner? If they will net give us
what we have a right to, if they will not
'keep & proper service going. I think it is
the duty of our Government at least to
protest; and it should not be left to a

private member like myself to brbi
these matters before the public ai
protest. My hon. friend the member f
Sussex (Mr. F. Wilson) was discussii
Collie coal, and giving us a lot of figur
with reference to the value of Colt
coal. All I can tell the hon. member
that Collie coal is no good. I acted
agent for the first coal mine, that w
the Wallsend, and established a go'
business for the company; but we fern
that wherever you put the coi
either in stacks for holding or
bunkers of ships, it was liable
combustion. I have had reason to gi
notice of at motion which I propose
ask the House to accept with reference
the Electoral Act. 1 will speak aho
my own electorate at present. There iE
system of postal voting under the El(
toral. Act, which system provides that
man can vote by post, that he can
before a man appointed under the A
and. record his vote, and that if he do
record it he cannot vote again. I shi
take the instance of my own electors
and just Point out this fact. If, t2
moment the writ was issued, a6 man vot
say at Hall's Creek, there would
absolutely no possibility of his vote beii
recorded .or counted; because the A
provides-though I say unhesitating
that the interpretation was altered
connection with my ceetion-that if
man records his vote the very mono
the writ is issued, that vote cannot
counted. It seems absurd that a mi
has a right to vote, and votes legitimnate'.
and yet his vote cannot be recorded. Ai
the worst of it is that though he knoy
after he has voted, that his vote eanan
be counted, he has net the right to ye

again. The Electoral Act must be alterc
I am sorry that the Premier, the Minist
for Lands, and the Colonial Seereta
who presides in the 'Upper House, a
not present to hear me; but I say u
hesitatingly that the Act was Ptraint
that it was not carried out in its spirit
connection with my election. And wh,
Simply to prevent my return. W.
should I be so strongly attacked
MinistersF

Ms. ANqowiN: Yours was net t
only electorate affected.

Mn. CON NOR: I think mine was t
principal one; because the result of th
contest practially decided the position
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the Labour party. Another and a very
sufficient reason why the Government
should be removed from power is in con-
nection with what, is known as the "Julia
Percy " job. Some time ago the present
Government decided, for the purpose, I
believe, of interfering with the traffic of
the Midland Railway, to subsidise
steamers trading between Fremantle and
Geraldton. The then member for Gerald-
ton (Mr. Hutchinson) bad a motion
passed with that object ;and tenders
were called for a steamer. I aim directly
attacking the Government; but I am
sorry there is nobody here who seems to
know much about the subject. The
Government thought the lowest tender
too high. On the motion of a gentleman
now no longer a member of this House,
tenders were again called for; and again
the Government dlid not accept any
tender. But the Government sent a copy
of one tender to a shipping company
which had not tendered-I believe under
advice of a former member of this House
-and that company tendered and had
its tender accepted. But let me tell
members that when that tender was
called for, two conditions were laid down
which are in the contract now being
carried out, but which were not submitted
to the other Companies. One was that
through bills of lading should be
issued by the Government, over the
Government railways, on merchandise
consigned from Perth via Frenmantle and
Geraldton to the Murchison railway.
Another provision not in the original
specification was that the steamers to be
subsidised, and which are now subsidised,
should have coal at Government rates.
Coal for bunker purposes at Government
rates is 17s. 10d., and at ordinary rates
35s. ; consequently the steamers which-
secured the contract must have a big pull
over others which might otherwise be in
the trade. I hold that no Government
can be justified in allowing a company
subsidised by the Government and re-
commended by a private person-I will
not mention his name, though most mem-
hers know him-to have the privilege of
having its goods carried on through
bills of lading from Perth to any part of
the Murchison, while other companies
which traded in the State before that
company's advent have no such privilege.
We have been told that the Mines Do-

partment has done much for the
country; and I give all possible credit to
the Minister for Mines (Hon. H.
Gregory), who is not now in his place.
But most of that credit was earned by
the success of the State batteries. Before
the Leake Government took office State
batteries were recommended by this House
and the principle affirmed. I think Mr.
Gregory, who will not be much longer a
Minister, has done good work for the
country, and deserves credit for what
he has done in the matter of bat-
teries, in conjunction with Mr. Hastie,
a great authority on that subject.
The Premier in his address the other
night, also the Minister for Lands, referred
to my constituents as blackfellows, and
said that I was a reflex of them; at any
rate that they must be a reflex of me.
Let mue tell those gentlemen that there are
whiter men in the North of this country,
men who are working out the destinies
of this country, who ar-e developing this
country by pioneering work and prospect-
ing; these men are of more value to the
country than the members who spoke.
None of them would make as hysterical a
speech as the defeated Premier did, or as
bumptious a speech as the member for
Boulder did. The men in the North take
their lives in their hands when they go
out into the wilderness; they work with-
out fear, and these men should not
be insulted by political poofters. Minis-
ters had the audacity to attack the people
who live in the North and who carry
out their work in the North. I am glad
to see that the member for Greenough
does not agree with me. Let me tell the
hon. member that I congratulate him on
that. The first step in the downfall of
the Ministry was the denunciation of the
Minister for Lands. That was the begin-
ning of the end. We have been told that
the administration of the Lands Depart-
ment is particularly good. We have to
face the position that the people who come
here from the other States and wish to
settle on the land cannot get classification.
It takes six months to find out whether a
man can get the land he wants. I know
instances in which people who have paid
their rent have got notice that their hold-
ings were forfeited. I can prove these
things, not one or two cases, but batches.
This is the administration we hear so
much about in the Lands Department.
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Weane told also by the Minister for
lands that he has done much to reduce
the price of meat. The price of
prime beef - this seemsg to be talk-
ing a bit of "1shop'" - in the Perth
market, wholesale, is 41*d. per lb. and
down to 4d., and the Minister says he
can show how it can be reduced to 3d.
I hope he can, for I do not know how it
can be done. We have the awful farce
down at Owen's Anchorage, swimming
cattlein the mud; itis chaos. Thereis no
good talking about it. We are told that
the Departmnent of Lands has been better
run since the Minister for Lands has
been in charge. The tick regulations
between East and West Kimnberley still
exist, and I may tell members that the
present station owners in West Kim berley,
who have the right to go to Derby with
cattle, are mustering cattle on stations in
East Kimberley which are tick-infested.
There is no need to say more in con-
nection with that because it is impossible
to describe anything more idiotic. I was
glad that the Minister for Works touched
on a question which I have had the
honour of discussing in the old House.
He roundly abused a certain section of
the Press for the manner in which they
have discussed him and his actions, and
the actions ef members of the House.
When I brought before the Parliament
of this country a Bill to deal with that
question, the hon. member attacked me
more virulently even than be attaked the
Press to-day.

THE; MINISTER FOR WORK$; You did
more harm than good.

MR. CONNOR: Why did the hon.
member attack me as he did when I
brought forward this matter in Parlia-
ment previously, while to-day he is pre-
pared to attaock those who, on that former
occasion, I was attackingP I have
finished with the hon. member. I am
going to support the amendment not only
because I think it will be better for the
country that members on this side should
go over to the Government side, and not
because I have any personal interest in
it. I must say that although I have been
nearly 12 years in Parliament here I have
never sought office of any kind. I do
not suppose I could have got it if I had
sought it. The member for Kanowna is
looking for office long before he has been
12 years a politician. I have not sought

for anything in connection with political
power. I have been here as an humble
member trying to do my duty. I have a
right to my opinion, and I say that it is
my opinion that has made the altera-
tion between the Government and the
Opposition benches.

Amendment (Mr. Daglish's, to strike
out words expressing confidence) put, and
a division taken with the following
result:

[1 o'clock, am.]

... .. ... 27Aye s
Noes

Majority for
Arts. NES.

Mr B~mMr. rw
Nr. Bolton Mr. Cro
Mr. Butoher Mr. Cowober
Mr. Connor Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Dnrih Mr. Gordon

Mr. EMr. Gregfl
Mr. aim Mr. Heyward

-Mr. HaprMr. Hopkins
Mr. LoT.e Mr. laeoll
Mr. Heitmanu Mr. Jamnes
Mr. fleneba Mr. MoLrty
Mr. Homao Mr. N. J. dooro
Mr. Johnson Mr. B. F. Moore
Mr. Kayser Mr. Nanson

Mr. =Mr. Quin
Mr. Mr. Mason

Mr. Nedhm Mr. Frmk Wilson
ir. Nelson Mr. Diamond (Teller).

Mr: saddan
Mr. Tayo
Mr.Ita

Mr. Troyt
Mr.Wat
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. F. Wilson
Mr. Holman (Teller).
Amendment thus passed.
Question as amended (not expressing

confidence) put, and passed without
dissent.

ADJOURNMENT.

THEn PREMIER (Hon. Walter James):
-I propose that the House at its rising do
adjour until the day after to-morrow,
Thursday, by which time I presume my
friend will be able to announce to the
House his colleagues who, in conjunction
with him, will represent the Government
of the future. I shall have great pleasure
to-morrow in tendering my resignation
and the resignation of my colleagues tb
his Excellency the Governor, and advising
him to send for the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish) to form a Government. I
think that if we adjourn to Thursday
next, if that will suit the convenience of
my friend--

8
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Mn. THOMAS: Adjourn for six months!
Tan PREMIER:- If we meet on

Thursday and the Ministry is then
formed, we shall have an opportunity of
accommodating our friends on the Op.
position Side as far as we possibly can in
connection with any farther adjournment
which may be required.

MR. DAGLISH: What about the pre-
sentation of the Address-in- ReplyP

Tnn PREMIER: That can be done in
the meantime.

Mn. MoRANs: The Speaker will wanit
to know.

THEr PREMIER: I think it should be
dealt with by the Premier for the time
being.

MR. MORAN: No; the Speaker.
THE SPEAKER: The Address must be

presented by the Speaker, accompanied
by hon, members.

THE PREMIER: We cannot do it
to-morrow. I think the proper thing
now is to adjourn, so that I can get
constitutional advice from his Excellency.
I beg to more that the House at its
rising do adjourn until Thursday next,
at half -past three o'clock,

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at seven minutes

past 1 o'clock a.m., until the next
Thursday.

Legfizlatt Council,
Wednesday, 101h August, 1904.
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'THn PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p~m.

PRAYEuS.

LjEAVE OP ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. G. RANDELL, leave

of absence for two months granted to the
Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE, on the ground
of urgent private business.

AIDDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SIXTH DAY OP DEBATE.

Resu med from the previous day.
H1ox. E. McLiARTY (South-West): I

have an opportunity to offer my con-
gratulations to the Government on2 the
great advance which has been made during
the last three years. It is very gratifying
to notice that settlement of the land has
increased to such an enormous extent.
Yesterday in speaking, the Hon. C. A.
Piesse said the Government had dt~ne
very little to enc ourage this stettlement
on the land.

HoN. 0. A. PlrsE: I rise to a point
of order. I did not say that.

Hoiq. E. MeLARTYr: I understood
the hon. member to say the Government
had not done much to encourage it, at all
events; and I take the figures that have
been adduced in this Speech, which speak
for themselves. During the last three
years settlement has increased by about
9,000 holdings-that is very satisfactory
-whilst the acreage has also inceased by
about a million and a-quarter, and the
wheat yield has increased to more than
double what it was. I do not think it
necessary for the Government to take any
very great measures to put people on the
land, for people are running after it in all
directions, and I think that the rate at
which the State is being settled at the pre-
sent time is quite satisfactory. We hear
a. great deal about the splendid markets
and inducements for people to go on the
land, but as I am engaged in that occupa-
tion myself I have some knowledge of
this matter, and I am sorry to say that
such is not my experience. I have recently
been sending oats into the market to get
the best price to be obtained by public
auction, and have forwarded stuff to
Perth and Fremantle. My experience is
that the stuff has Dot anything like paid
the cost of production. The same applies
to fruit at the present time. Oranuges
have been sold at six pence per dozen. I
know fruit-growers who assure mnc it does
not pay them at the present time to take
oranges and send them into the market.
Therefore, I must say my opinion is that
there is a bit too much made of this land
question. Another matter in connection
with land settlement which I do not
approve of is that fad of huddling the
people together on the laud. It appears
to me to be part of the platform of the

Adiournmegit, Or. Address-ia-reA.


